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INTRODUCTION 


Y  intent,  as  a  compiler 

of  the  following  tranf- 


actions,  is  to  enter  upon  the 
fcene  of  bufinefs  with  as  little 


trouble  to  the  reader  as  poffible, 

without  the  form  of  a  preface 
or  apology  ;  and  yet,  for  the 
fake  of  information,  there  is  a 
neceflity  of  faying  a  few  words 
in  the  place  of  both. 

The  world,  more  through  a 
tender  and  compaflionate  con¬ 
cern  for  Mr.  Walker,  than  out 

A  4  of 
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of  meer  curiolity,  has  long  made 
enquiry  regarding  his  fuffer- 
ings  :  <£  How  the  man,  who  in 

O  ' 

his  public  chara&er  ranged  the 
leas,  as  a  hawk  does  the  air, 
in  fearch  of  enemies,  and  ge¬ 
nerally  victorious,  fhould  fo  far 
link  under  the  difpleafure  of 
thofe  very  gentlemen,  whom 
lie  moftly  endeavoured  to  ferve, 
as  to  be  held  by  them  a  pri- 
foner  for  now  four  years.  And 
how  he,  who  was  before  pof- 
feffed  of  a  very  ample  fortune, 
fhould  become  a  debtor,  by  the 
many  valuable  prizes  which  he 
had  taken.  T o  this  we  will  fay, 
that  a  deficiency  indeed  arofe  in 

his 
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his  fortune  by  his  having  advanc¬ 
ed  too  freely  feveral  large  fums 
to  his  officers  and  the  men  a- 
broad  ;  which  were  difputed  in 
his  accounts  at  home,  to  a  dif¬ 
ference  of  near  five  thoufand 
pounds.  But  fuppofing  him 
indebted  to  them,  the  world 
with  greater  aftoniffiment  asks 
the  queftion,  “  why  they  ftill 
detain  him  ;  when  by  fiich  im- 
prifonment  he  becoming  a  bank¬ 
rupt  had  given  up  his  all  to  his 
creditors,  who  had  any  claim  up¬ 
on  him  ?”  But  to  give  the  beft 
anfwer  it  is  in  my  power,  I  have 
often  heard  Mr.  Walker  himfelf 
lament  how  unhappily  thofe  very 
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gentlemen  were  impofed  upon  in 
a  bad  belief  of  him,  by  fome 
evil  men  ;  who,  to  fcreen  their 
own  wicked  a£ts  from  juftice, 
and  to  get  into  favour  oi  thofe 
gentlemen  they  had  abufed, 
falfely  reprefented  his  intent  only 
of  profecuting  his  right  at  law, 
as  an  avowed  refolution  of  be¬ 
coming  their  enemy,  and  under 
that  advantage  charged  him  as 
the  author  or  confederate  ol  their 
own  bafe  attempts  againft  them. 

As  I  had  the  honour,  for 
fuch  I  fhall  ever  deem  it,  of 
having  been  with  him  in  moft 
of  the  cruifes  he  made,  and  en¬ 
gage- 
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gagements  in  which  he  com¬ 
manded,  during  the  late  wars, 
I  have  often  in  the  time  of  his 
confinement,  asked  him  to  mve 
me  leave  to  publifh  an  account 
of  his  conduct  as  a  commander 

t 

at  fea,  to  fhew  the  world  that 
no  part  of  that  condud  could 
with  any  propriety  be  ufed,  as  a 
reafon  lor  his  being  fo  long  con¬ 
fined  ;  urging  the  circumfiane 
or  fuch  confinement  as  a  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  for  the  publication, 
but  I  have  been  more  than  once 
checked  in  my  purpofe,  with 
theie  words,  Have  patience ,  my 
friend ,  the  public  does  not  yet 
mane  my  cafe  its  concern. 

•• 
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But  the  houfe  of  commons 
having,  under  their  confideration 
the  Bate  of  bankrupts,  lately 
taken  his  cafe  into  examination, 
and  as  from  their  general  regard 
to  mankind,  the  public  has  rea- 
fon  to  expedt  that  fuch  exami¬ 
nation  of  his  particular,  though 
not  fingular  cafe,  will  produce  a 
law  for  the  relief  of  all  perfons 
from  the  power  of  the  re- 
fentment  of  their  creditors  ; 
(who,  as  the  laws  now  Band, 
are  the  only  people  in  the  ftate 
who  have  power  of  doing  an  in¬ 
jury  to  their  fellow  fubjedts,, 
without  being  accountable  for 
the  fame) ;  the  general  curiofity 
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has  been  raifed  to  enquire  more 
particularly  into  circumftances 
relating  to  him,  and  into  the 
caufes  of  his  confinement  :  I 
therefore  apprehended  it  a  fit 
feafon  for  renewing  my  former 
applications. 

Fortho’  whilft  his  cafe  flill  lies 
fubmitted  to  that  auguft  body,, 
tillfome  determination  be  agreed 
on,  for  the  affiftance  of  all  per- 
fons  in  the  like  circumftan¬ 
ces,  we  would  not  be  thought  to 
appeal  from  that  fubmiftion, 
the  following  fheets  being  only 
a  detail  of  his  a&ions  at  fea,  to 
fet  his  conduct  in  the  firfi  place  . 
clear  as  a  fea  officer ,  yet  the 

me- 
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methods  ufed  byfome  of  his  ene¬ 
mies  to  mifreprefent  him  to  the 
world,  oblige  his  friends  to 
diffipate  fuch  falfe  reprefenta- 
tions,  endeavoured  to  be  drawn 
over,  as  a  cloud  againft  the  truth 
of  his  adions ;  left  a  prejudice 
at  this  time  taking  place  againft 
him,  might  be  of  deftrudive 
confequence.  We  fry  not  this 
from  a  miftruft,  that  any  one  of 
Mr.  Walker’s  friends  in  particu¬ 
lar  has  been  ftngly  fet  upon  to 
withdraw  his  regard  from  him  ; 

but  as  an  offer  to  enter  the  lifts, 
whenever  an  attack  fhall  be 

made  upon  the  whole  in  general; 

and  to  ward  off  any  ftrokes  of 
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art  in  the  combat,  a  few  of  his 
particular  friends  have  thought 
proper  to  advife  this  defence,  or 
Narrative  of  Fa&s ,  which,  like 
the  engravings  on  ./Eneas’  fhield, 
may . reprefen  t  fuch  truths  as  check 
the  force  of  his  competitors. 

On  thefe  arguments  of  his 

#  i 

friends,  I  at  length  gained  the 
per  million  fo  long  follicited  ; 
but  after  having  delivered  the 
copy  to  him  for  his  perufal,  I 
mult  own,  I  received  it  back 
from  his  hands  much  diflatisfied 
at  the  feverity  of  his  correction, 
he  having  run  his  pen  thro’  very 
near  one  third  of  it.  At  which 
I  am  not  fo  much  difobliged,' 
-  6  by 


xiv  INTRODUCTION: 
by  the  Shortening  of  the  per¬ 
formance,  as  at  the  lpfs  of  real 
truths,  which  would  have  illus¬ 
trated  the  chief  perfonage  of  my 
work.  And  though  this  ac¬ 
count  may  fpeak  to  the  modefty 
of  the  gentleman  himfelf,  yet  it 
is  fo  far  paradoxical,  that  it  takes 
greatly  from  his  merit.  How¬ 
ever,  as  I  would  not  oblige  the 
world  in  this  particular  at  his 
pain,  I  took  his  permiilion  on 
the  bell:  footing;  I  could  set  it: 

O  o  > 

and  have  only  repaired  the  breaks, 
with  fome  few  additions,  where, 
by  the  chafms  made,,  a  new  Spli¬ 
cing  of  the  thread  was  necedary 
to  carry  on.  the  line  in  a  regular 

in- 
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introduction  of  circumftances. 
And  will  only  fay  of  him  herein, 
as  Mr.  Waller  does  of  good  wri¬ 
ters, 

Poets  lofe  half  the  praife  they  would  have  got. 
Was  it  but  known  what  they  difcreetly  blot. 

As  the  various  accidents  an¬ 
ting  in  fuch  a  courfe  of  aCtion, 
and  the  fuccefles  attending  his 
condudt,  were  at  all  times  be¬ 
held  and  noted  down  by  me  as 
matters,  which,  betides  the  na¬ 
tural  entertainment  they  might 
give  in  the  relation,  were  worthy 
of  my  own  attentive  review  of 
them,  as  an  improvement  to 
myfelf ;  I  therefore  not  only 
made  a  commentary  of  all 
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proceedings  as  they  arofe,  where 
I  myfelf  was  prefent,  but  have 
imce,  to  compleat  my  hiftory, 
carefully  gathered  every  parti¬ 
cular  of  thofe  adtions,  from 
which  I  was  abfent,  in  the  re-r 

peated  and  compared  reports  of 
thofe  officers  and  others,  who 

adted  under  him  therein  ;  for  as 

to  his  own  relation  of  them, 

though  I  never  once  had  the 
leaf!;  denial  of  his  friendfhip,  I 
am  lefs  obliged  to  him  than  to 
any  one  man  living. 

Tho’the  account  of  the  cruifes, 
diftinguifhed  as  being  under  the 
managers  of  the  Royal  Family 
private  (hips  of  war,  be  that 

which 
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which  principally  concerns  the 
confederation  in  view,  as  they 
conftitute  the  reafons  for.  his 

prefent  imprifonment;  yet  as  the 
former  cruifes  were  introductory 
of  thefe,  I  beg  leave  to  give 
fome  account  ol  the  whole, 
chiefly  to  range  fadts  in  their 
proper  places,  which  by  com¬ 
mon  report  have  been  crouded 
into  the  actions  of  one  cruife, 
when  they  belonged  to  another. 
And  for  the  more  agreeable 
reading,  I  have  for  the  moft  part 
dropt  the  journal  and  fea  phrafe- 
ology,  to  throw  the  matter  into 
a  lefs  circumftantial  and  more 
eafy  relation. 


Ill 
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xviii-  INTRODUCTION, 
In  entertainment  of  myfelf, 
I  have  alfo  ventured  fometimes 
to  deviate  from  the  common 
tradt  of  the  fubjedt  ;  by  pur- 
fuing  various  concurring  inci¬ 
dents,  as  they  intervened,  which, 
tho’  they  may  be  thought  by 
fome  fevere  readers  to  be  run¬ 
ning  out  of  the  way  too  near 
the  borders  of  romance,*  I  am 

a- 

perfuaded  will  be  pleahng  to 
many,  and  pardoned  by  all;  as 
we  fhall  never  lofe  fight  of  the 
main  road,  or  err  from  truth. 
For  in  offering  this  ftory  to  the 
world,  I  look  upon  myfelf  as 
giving  an  invitation  to  a  various 
company  ;  and  fhall  endeavour 
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to  fpread  the  table :  but  left 
any  thing  fhould  be  difliked,  as 
foreign  or  out  of  feafon  ;  every 
fuch  plate  fhali  have  a  marked 
cover  to  it,  that  they, who  pleafe, 
may  pafs  it  over.  , 

Mr.  Walker,  from  his  own 
generosity,  has  frequently  made 
another  objection  to  the  prefent 
publication,  that  of  his  friends 
being  put  to  the  expence  of 
reading  any  relation  concern¬ 
ing  him.  Did  my  fortune,  like 
his  Ipirit,  fet  me  above  the 
common  fafhion  of  letting  our 
friends,  whom  we  invite,  pay 
for  any  part  of  the  entertain¬ 
ment  ;  I  fhould  then  have  had 
i  the 
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the  pleafure  of  alking  his  friends 
at  my  foie  expence.  But  as  the 
cafe  Bands,  they  mull  look  on 
the  invitation  like  our  ufual 
turtle-feafts ;  where  the  owner 
gives  the  treat,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  pay  for  their  wine. 


V  O  Y- 
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IN  THE 

DUKE  WILLIAM. 

CHAP.  I. 

Mr.  Walker,  being  part  owner  of  the 
fhip  Duke  William,  takes  out  letter's 
of  marque  for  her,  efcapes  a  Spanilh 
privateer,  enters  with  his  fhip  into 
the  government’s  fervice  at  Caro¬ 
lina,  and  protects  the  trade  of  that 
province. 

WE  are  now  beginning  with  the 
detail  of  feveral  actions, 
wherein  Mr.  Walker,  as  a 
commander,  always  prevailed  to  the  in¬ 
tire  fatisfadtion  of  his  employers,  and  of 
the  officers  and  people  under  him.  We 
would  not,  however  have  it  imagined, 
Vol.I.  B  that 
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that  he  undertook  and  executed  fu'ch 
command  undifciplined  in  the  art  of 

war.  Such  fucceffes  could  not  in  the 

« 

nature  of  things  be  expe&ed,  but  from 
an  attained  knowledge  and  approved 
experience,  of  the  powers  of  that  art. 
He  was  not,  it  is  true,  brought  up  in 
the  navy  of  England,  a  circumflancc 
fo  far  a  difadvantage  to  him,  as  more 
than  once  to  have  fruftrated  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  fome  gentlemen,  his  friends, 
who  wifhed  to  iee  his  talents  exerted 
in  that  higher  fphere  of  honour— but 
he  was  early  and  regularly  educated  in 
the  navy  ot  Holland  ;  and  had  been 
in  fome  engagements  under  various 
commanders  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  a- 
gainft  the  Turks.  An  univerfal  peace 
becalming  the  European  feas,  he  turn¬ 
ed  his  talents  to  the  attaining  a  for¬ 
tune  in  the  neareft  branch  of  bufinefs 

to  that  in  which  he  was  educated ; 

namely, 
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namely,  that  of  trading,  in  his  own 
fhips,  wherein  he  always  command¬ 
ed.  To  this  circumftance  we  may 
greatly  afcribe  that  calmnefs  of  temper, 
ano  prefence  of  mind,  fo  prevalent  in 
him  on  all  occafions ;  as  he  learned 
the  art  of  command  and  oeconomy 
together,  at  the  conftant  rifque  of  his 
own  property. 

In  this  rtation  we  will  take  him  up 

,n  year  1 73 9~4°>  commander,  and  //Wj 
a  confiderable  owner  of  the  fhip  Duke  ^ 
William,  bound  from  London  to  Gib¬ 
raltar,  and  from  thence  to  South- 
Garolina.  i  he  war  being  now  de- 
claied,  and  Mr.  Walker  chufing  to 
reap  what  advantages  thereof  might 
accrue  in  the  aforefaid  padage,  deter¬ 
mined  to  put  himfelf  in  the  beft  pof- 
ture  of  defence,  and  took  out  letters 
of  marque  for  the  faid  fhip,  not  with  an 
intent  to  cruife  as  a  privateer,  but  to 

f3  2  pro- 
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proceed  with  her  on  a  trading  voyage. 
Accordingly  he  fitted  her  out  with 
twenty  guns;  but  did  not  incumber 
his  trade  with  a  greater  expence  than 
that  of  taking  thirty-two  men,  his 
bufinefs  being  only  to  fecure  his 
voyage :  for  which  purpofe  he  alfo 
took  with  him  a  parcel  of  marine 
cloaths  and  other  things,  to  make  a 
ihevv  of  men  anfwerable  to  the  force 
of  his  {hip,  in  cafe  of  meeting  with  an 
enemy.  He  had  the  good  fortune  to 
fucceed  in  this  device  a  very  few 
days  after  he  fet  fail.  In  his  paf- 
iage  from  London  to  Gibraltar,  off 
Cape-Finifterre,  at  break  of  day,  we 
fell  in  with  a  Spanifh  privateer  of 
twenty-four  guns ;  and  feeing  her  a 
fhip  of  force,  and  full  of  men,  Mr. 
Walker  immediately  ordered  our 
marines  on  deck,  who  wanted  no 

breaft-work  between  them  and  the 

enemy. 
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enemy,  either  to  conceal  their  num¬ 
ber,  or  in  reality  to  fave  them 
from  their  fire.  Thus  fetting  up 
all  the  hand-fpikes  and  other  pro¬ 
vided  utenfils,  and  dreffing  them  in  ' 
the  marine  cloaths,  and  alfo  exercifing 
the  boatfwain’s  call,  in  the  higheft 
notes,  as  is  ufual  in  king’s  fhips,  we 
made  all  apparent  and  indeed  real 
preparations  of  engaging  :  our  fictiti¬ 
ous  foidiery  not  being  in  our  way,  in 
cafe  of  an  engagement,  and  ferving 
at  firft  to  intimidate  the  enemy.  Up¬ 
on  one  of  our  officer’s  faying  with 
fome  humour,  if  we  came  too  near 
with  our  fcheme,  the  enemy  might 
be  too  well  pleafed  in  undemanding 
the  joke,  Mr.  Waiker  made  anfwer^ 
Do  you  but  fire  well  your  guns, 
and  the  finoke  will  befriend  vou  • 
especially  if  we  have  an  enemy  of 
Ipirit,  who  will  fire  theirs  :  if  not,  the 

B  3  wooden 
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wooden  men  will  take  them  off  them- 
ielves.”  However  at  the  droll  ap¬ 
pearance  of  this  equipment,  Mr. 
Walker  could  not  help  often  break¬ 
ing  off,  in  the  midft  of  his  orders,  in¬ 
to  fits  of  laughter :  which  were  as 
heartily  feconded  by  the  whole  crew. 
This  very  much  took  off  the  fenfe 
of  the  great  danger  we  were  in,  and 
fo  fpirited  the  men,  that,  as  we  were 
well  gunned,  we  had  certainly  not 
fallen  an  eafy  prey  to  the  Spaniard 
iii  cafe  of  his  engaging  us;  for  never 
lure  fo  ffnall  a  number  of  men  ex¬ 
pected  the  attack  of  a  fuperior  ene¬ 
my  with  lefs  concern,  or  more  in 
wit  and  fpirits.  All  things,  never- 
thelefs,  being  well  ordered  and  pre- 

i' 

pared  for  the  world  event,  it  being 
our  place  to  appear  the  challengers, 
Mr.  Walker  lay  by  for  the  enemy, 

they  being  to  windward  ;  and  order¬ 
ed 


v 


V  O  Y  A  G  E  S.  7 

ed  a  gun  of  defiance  to  be  fired, 
athwart  their  forefoot,  by  wayof  offer¬ 
ing  them  battle.  This  the  Spaniard 
did  not  return,  nor  yet  did  he  feem 
refolved  to  decline  the  conteft;  but 
ftill  kept  us  company  for  two  days  ; 
we  purfuing  our  way,  and  he  hover¬ 
ing  on  us  in  the  wind  :  at  lad  he  dis¬ 
appeared,  afluredly  m:  fluking  us  for 
a  greater  force  than  we  were. 

When  we  arrived  at  South-Carolina, 
Mr.  Walker  was  difappointed  by  the 
cargo’s  not  being  ready,  which  he  ex¬ 
pected.  Whereupon  he  went  to 
North-Carolina :  and  there  bein?  in- 
formed,  that  their  coafls  had  been  ir> 
fefted  by  two  Spanifh  privateers, 
which  had  greatly  obflruCfed  and  in¬ 
jured  their  trade,  and  that  they  were 
at  prefent  unprotected  by  any  of  his 
Majedy’s  fleet,  he  offered  his  flflp  for 
the  government’s  fervice,  to  aCt  in 

B  4  the 
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the  defence  of  their  coafts,  and  for 
the  protection  of  their  trade.  His  pro- 
pofals  being  gladly  accepted,  terms 
were  agreed  on,  the  men  put  all  at 
wages  as  in  the  king’s  (Lips,  and  his 
complement  made  up  to  an  hundred 
and  thirty.  Mr.  Walker,  tho’  com¬ 
mander,  entered  himfelf  a  volunteer  •, 
an  example  fo  well  approved,  that  fe¬ 
deral  gentlemen  of  the  country,  en¬ 
tered  on  board  as  volunteers  alfo. 

In  July  we  fet  out  on  a  four 
months  cruife,  to  extend  as  far  fouth- 
wards  as  St.Auguftin,  the  next  port  to 
Georgia ;  and  northwards,  as  far  as 
the  cape  of  Virginia.  We  foon  reftored 
the  trade  of  the  country  to  its  former 
quiet,  having,  in  a  fhort  time,  intirely 
cleared  the  coafts  of  privateers :  the 
two  Spanifh  {hips  above-mentioned 
having  quitted  their  cruife,  as  we  fup- 
pofe,  upon  receiving  fome  intelligence 
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of  our  fitting  out.  We  could  fall  in 
with  nothing  which  would  ftay,for  us 
upon  the  feas ;  and  in  this  whole  cruife 
only  retook  the  Neptune,  captain 
Darby,  who  had  been  taken  by  the 
above  privateers.  Mr.  Walker  find¬ 
ing  that  the  Spaniards  had  their  place 
of  rendezvous  at  Okrekoke,  an  illand 
upon  the  coaft  of  North-Carolina, 
which  they  took  poffeftion  of  by  claim 
of  arms,  and  had  there  ere&ed  a  fort 
of  fix  guns,  we  went  ashore,  and  de- 
molithed  the  battery  and  fortifications ; 
fo  that  the  Spaniards  never  returned 
during  our  ftayon  that  ftation,  which 
intirely  broke  their  plan  of  privateer¬ 
ing  in  thofe  feas. 

With  this  fuccefs  only,  the  cruife 
ended  ;  by  which  time  a  king’s  finp 
was  fent  to  take  ftation  on  the  coaft. 
Upon  our  return,  governor  Gabriel 
Johnftoi?,  and  the  whole  affembly  of 

B  5  the 
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the  place,  had  an  occafional  meeting, 
in  which  public  thanks,  in  the  name 
of  the  governor  and  alTembly,  were 
ordered  to  be  returned  to  Mr.  W alker 
for  his  great  fervices  in  the  protection 
of  their  trade  ;  and  indeed  every  mark 
of  refpedt,  both  outward  and  private, 
were  fhewn  him  by  the  gentlemen  of 
the  country,  who  often  made  offer 
to  him  of  writing  home  to  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty,  and  alking  in  a  col¬ 
lective  body,  a  king’s  thip  for  him  ; 
a  favour  which  he  declined,  as  he 
knew  that  by  the  rules  of  the  navy,  a 
man  muft  have  ferved  in  it  two  years 
before  he  can  obtain  a  command. 
Their  friend  Quip  then  would  have  fe- 
cured  his  day  amongfi:  them,  by  a  fur¬ 
ther  oiler  of  a  large  tradl  of  land, 

which  they  had  power  of  prefenting 
him  by  a  complimentary  ufe  of  their 
lav/  in  his  favour.  As  a  man  is 

there 
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there  intitled  to  fifty  acres  of  land 
for  every  fervant  whom  he  brings 
with  him,  under  his  command,  to 
fettle  in  the  country ;  fo  they  abfolute- 
ly  offered  him  fix  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  acres  as  an  inducement  to  him, 
to  fettle  among  them  rating  each 
man,  under  his  command  in  the  fhip 
as  a  fervant  at  the  time,  intitlin^  him 

to  the  ufual  claim.  This  indulgence 
alfo  was  then  refufed,  as  imcomoatible 
with  his  other  purluits  of  life.  That 
pcderity  will  in  a  few  years  wonder 
at  this  and  the  like  refulals,  may  be 
ealily  forefeen  ;  when  an  edate  of  like 
extent  may  be  of  fuch  fignificancy  in 
edeem,  as  to  dignify  its  pofTefTor  with 
refpedled  honours,  in  perhaps  one  of 
the  fined;  countries  of  the  world. 

As  generofity  founded  on  gratitude 
is  one  of  the  mod  didinguifhing  vir- 

B  6  tues 
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tues,  I  could  not  be  lefs  particular 
in  fhewing,  that  it  is  a  plant  which 
already  flourifhes  in  our  infant  co¬ 
lonies. 
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The  lofs  of  the  Duke  William  at  fea;, 
in  her  paffage  home  from  North- 
Carolina. 


HE  cruife  being  over,  and 


JL  the  coaft  otherways  defend¬ 
ed,  our  men  were  reduced  to  their 
former  number,  and  Mr.  Walker  fet 
fail  on  his  trading  voyage  to  Barba- 
does.  There  he  lay  four  months  for 
a  cargo;  and  thence  failed  Octo¬ 
ber  31,  J742,  in  company  with  the 
captains  Staples,  Chambers,  and  Bur¬ 
rows,  who  put  themfelves  under 
/ 

our  convoy.  The  firft  night  after  we 
left  Barbadoes,  captain  Burrows  loft 
company  ;  but  the  captains  Staples 
and  Chambers  continued  with  us,  till 
the  1 2th  of  December,  and  then  they 


alfo 
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slio  we  e  parted  from  us  in  a  ftorm. 
In  this  hurricane,  •  which  was  very 
violent,  we  fprung  one  of  our  buts, 
or  planks  of  the  ffiip.  Being  then 
two  hundred  leagues  to  the  weftward 
of  Scilly,  and  the  drip  making  a  great 
deal  of  water,  we  foon  became  in 
gieat  diftrefs,  both  our  pumps  going 

night  and  day.  What  added  much 
to  our  affliction  was  Mr.  Walker’s  ill 
rtate  of  health,  who  had  not  been  out 
of  his  bed  for  three  weeks  before,  on 
account  or  the  bloody  flux  ;  and  was 
thereby  reduced  to  fuch  a  lownefs  of 
fpirits  as  to  be  Icarce  able  to  give  any 
direction,  our  furgeon  having  given 
over  all  hopes  of  his  life.  Our  officers 
and  men  were  at  firft  for  throwing  the 
the  boat  and  all  the  guns  over  board, 
in  order  to  eafe  the  Ihip :  this  expe¬ 
dient  was  executed  referving  two  of 
the  guns,  kept  by  Mr.  Walker’s  order 

to 
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..to  make  fignals,  and  the  boat,  which 
he  infilled  they  fhould  not  part  with. 
In  other  particulars  the  fcheme  was 
fulfilled.  The  florm  continuing,  the 
leak  daily  encreafed  from  the  four¬ 
teenth  to  the  feventeentb,  and  our 
.men  being  quite  fatigued,  and  not 
able  to  Hand  to  the  pumps,  defpairing 
of  all  fuccour,  (for  it  was  not  in  our 
utmofl  power  to  keep  the  fliip  above 
water  twelve  hours  longer,  file  ha¬ 
ving,  notwithflanding  our  inceffant 
labour,  eight  feet  of  water  in  her  hold), 
fome  of  the  officers  and  crew  agreed 
to  take  to  the  boat,  as  the  lafl  refuse 
for  their  lives ;  thinking  themfelves 
happy  in  having  it  preferved  for  them 
to  this  end.  Mr.  Walker,  who,  not¬ 
withfianding  his  illnefs,  infilled  on 
being  regularly  informed  of  every  cir- 
cumflance  of  the  ffiip,  now  ordered 
himfelf  to  be  taken  out  of  his  bed,  and 

carried 
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carried  upon  deck.  He  there  repre- 
fented  to  them  the  impoffibility  of  the 
boat’s  being  able  to  hold  above  one 
half  of  the  people  ;  and  demonftra- 
ted  that  in  all  probability  fhe  muft  be 
devoured  by  the  waves,  the  fea  ftill 
running  mountains  high.  He  there¬ 
fore  aflured  them,  “  Their  only  hopes 
muft  be  that  providence  would  fend 
fome  fail  to  their  afliftance  ;  and  the 
longer  they  kept  the  fhip  from  fink¬ 
ing,  the  greater  was  the  probability  of 
their  being  preferved :  that  even  if 
a  fail  did  appear,  the  moft  they  could 
exped  from  their  boat  would  be  to 

tranfport  them,  from  one  fhip  to  the 

% 

other.”  This  argument  with  grief 
finding  way  to  their  convidion,  they 
applied  themfelves  with  double  dili¬ 
gence  to  the  pumps :  but  no  relief 
appearing,  and  the  men  being  again 
intirely  fpent,  the  argument  on  the 

other 
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other  fide  feemed  to  prevail,  of  taking  * 
to  our  boat,  as  the  only  tho’  fad  e:  'e- 
dient  for  the  inflant  to  fly  to ;  the 
people  faying,  “  that  if  half  might  be 
fpared,  better  that  half  fhould  be 
faved  than  all  fhould  perifh.”  Nay 
fo me  who  were  over-fatigued  with 
labour,  or  judged  there  was  as  little 
chance  of  fafety  in  the  boat  as  in  the 
fhip,  declared,  “  they  would  not  prefs 
to  the  boat,  as  they  would  as  lief  fink 
in  the  one  as  in  the  other.”  During  the  - 
time  in  which  we  were  fixing  the 
tackle  aloft,  for  hoifiing  out  the  boat, 
being  about  two  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  we  fpied  a  fail  oft  the  weather- 
quarter.  Every  man  was  now  again 
alive,  and  for  living  as  long 

1  . 

other.  Mr.  Walker,  who  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  upon  deck,  with  uncommon 
fpirits,  rather  gaining  ftrength  than 

finking,  as  was  expected  under  his 

illnefs, 
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ill nefs3  ordered  all  the  lignals  of  didrefs 
to  be  made,  by  hoiding  a  flag  up  fide 
down,  at  the  top* mafl> head,  and  firing 
our  guns.  The  fhip,  perceiving  our 
lignals,  drew  near  to  us ;  and  how 
anxious,  yet  pleafing  were  the  mo¬ 
ments  of  leeing  our  deliverance,  come 
more  and  more  in  view !  But,  at 
length,  flie  difccvering  us  a  fhip  of 
war,  and  apprehenfive  of  an  intent 
in  us  to  decoy  her,  all  at  once  hauled 
her  wind,  and  got  from  us  as  fad  as 
die  could.  Night  now  coming  on, 
and  the  dorm  continuing,  our  didrefs 
was  again  renewed  with  double  feel¬ 
ings,  if  poflible,  of  our  mifery.  Aghad- 
ly  filence  for  fome  minutes  prevailed 
each  man  beholding  the  furprize  and 
forrow  in  the  countenance  of  his  dit- 
appointed  brother  ;  when  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  gave  orders  for  the  mizen  mad, 
to  be  immediately  cut  by  the  board. 
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They  who  firft  received  his  orders 
not  readily  feeing  its  intent,  made 
fome  fcruple  in  executing  it:  at  laid, 
the  thought  like  a  flafh  of  lightning 
breaking  upon  the  minds  of  the  whole 
fhip,  it  was  in  an  inflant  down. 
This  the  other  fhip  at  a  diftance 
obferving,  their  attention  being  again 
drawn  to  us  by  a  fecond  firing  of  our 
guns,  and  being  thereby  convinced  of 
the  reality  of  our  diftrefs,  (he  dire&ly 
bore  down  to  our  affifbance.  But  how 
greatly  did  the  furprize  heighten  the 
joy  of  our  approaching  deliverance, 
when  Mr.  Walker,  having  his  glafs 
in  his  hand,  cried  out,  “Good God  1 
’tis  my  worthy  friend  captain  Bur¬ 
rows,”  for  there  was  a  particular  love 
and friendfhipfubfifting between  them. 
This  was  the  fame  gentleman  who  had 
loft,  company  of  us  the  firft  night 

after  we  left  Barbadoes  5  and  whom 

fince 
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fioce  then  we  had  never  feen,  till 
this  critical  moment  of  our  fate. 
Having  been  chafed  the  evening 
before,  by  a  Spanifh  privateer,  he 
altered  his  courfe  in  the  night  to  cret 
i  .d  of  her  ;  and  was  thus  providen¬ 
tially  let  right  into  the  road  to  our 
deliverance,  and  his  own. 

Captain  Burrows,  on  the  true  dif- 
covery  of  us,  was  as  ready  on  his  fide 
to  do  us  every  eager  aft  of  friendship: 
but  had  no  boat  proper  to  fend  to  our 
belp,  his  largeft  having  been  waffied 
over  board  fome  days  before  in  the 
floim,  and  the  ether  which  was  left, 
being  too  fmall  to  live  in  the  prefeni 
tea  ;  fo  that  we  were  folely  to  truft  to 
our  own ;  and  had  die  not  been 
providentially  at  firft  preferved  to  us 
by  the  authority  of  Mr.  Walker,  or 
been  afterwards  taken  away  by  any 
of  the  officers  and  crew,  as  was  en¬ 
deavoured 


2  I 


VOYAGES. 

deavoured,  all  or  the  part  that  re¬ 
mained,  mud  now  have  perifhed  in 
the  very  fight  of  our  friends,  unpro¬ 
vided  to  relieve  us.  The  boat  be¬ 
ing  obliged  to  go  twice  with  our  peo¬ 
ple,  as  the  days  were  fhort,  and  fo 
little  refidue  of  light  left,  the  fea  run¬ 
ning  ftill  very  high,  it  was  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  we  all  got  on  board ; 
which,  however,  we  did  under  the 
great  will  of  providence,  without  the 
lofs  of  one  man.  The  expreffions  of 
thanks  to  that  providence,  and  of 
joy  in  meeting  our  countrymen  and 
ftiends,  as  ordained  to  be  the  means 
of  this  deliverance,  were  not  long- 
abated,  before  the  moon  rifing,  as  it 
were,  on  purpofe  to  light  us  to  the 
prolpedt,  we  faw  with  a  renewal  of 
iome  melancholly,  our  fhip  go  down  : 
which  was  in  lefs  than  two  hours 

from  our  quitting  her,  we  being  then 
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about  one  hundred  and  feventy  leagues 
r/2>  weftward  of  Scilly,  December  the 
i Seventeenth.  However,  we  were  foon 
cheered  in  the  reflection  of  our  own 
eicape;  and  Mr.  Walker’s  furprifing  re¬ 
covery  added  to  the  prefent  fatisfaftion 
of  that  fafety.  From  the  moment  he 
was  lifted  from  his  bed,  he  every  hour 
aftei  increaled  in  health  and  lfrength: 
owing  in  all  probability  to  the  hidden 
exertion  of  his  fpirits,  and  turn  of 
blood  on  the  occafion. 

L’ut  the  vihble  defigns  of  provi¬ 
dence  to  us  all,  at  this  juncture,  were 
not  over.  Mr.  Burrow’s  £hip  alio  in 
the  fame  ftorm  had  fprung  a  fmall 
leak,  which  next  day  after  our  join¬ 
ing  him  vifibly  encreafed  ;  and  in 
two  days  after,  by  the  time  our  men 
had  fomewhat  recovered  the  ufe  of 
their  limbs,  was  fo  great  as  to  give 
employment  to  all  hands:  fo  that 

if 
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if  a  !efs  number  had  been  on  board, 
flie  muft  inevitably  have  gone  to  the 
bottom.  As  it  was,  we  did  a  fecond 
time  but  juft  efcape;  the  fame  pre- 
ferving  hand,  which  directed  her  to 
our  deliverance,  in  the  fame  add  de¬ 
signing  her  relief  by  the  additioned 
number  of  our  men. 

In  this  condition,  we  in  five  days 
after  made  Scilly,  being  the  firft  land; 
and  got  in  fafe,  to  flop  her  leak  : 
for  which  purpofe  we  were  obliged 
to  lay  there  eight  days.  We  then 
came  round  the  land,  and  January  the 
firft  j 742-3,  arrived  at  Dover  :  from 
whence  Mr.  Walker  took  chaife,  and 
went  to  London.  Here  a  new  mis¬ 
fortune  happened  to  him :  for  the 
infurance  that  had  been  regularly  car¬ 
ried  on  for  his  concern  in  the  faid 
fhip,  which  was  very  confiderable,  was 
by  fome  miftake,  negledted  to  be  re- 

5  newed 
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newed  but  two  months  before  his 
arrival.  Thus  we  may  fay,  he  at  land 
a  fecond  time  loft  his  faid  fhip,  and 
all  his  property  in  her. 

The  journals  having  been  loft  with 
the  fhip,  we  could  not  be  fo  particu¬ 
lar  in  the  relation  of  fome  circum- 
ftances,  efpecially  as  to  time,  as  might 
otherwife  be  expedted  from  us.  The 
like  excufe  we  muft  alfo  make  in 
regard  to  the  next  following  cruife 
but  one ;  as  the  very  fame  reafon,  tho’ 
not  with  the  like  misfortune,  fubfifts 
alfo  there. 
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The  Russia -Merchant. 


C  H  A  P.  III. 


Voyage  to  Gottenburgh  and  Cron- 
ftadt,  near  Peterlburgh.  Three 
remarkable  executions  there. 


S  there  is  a  year’s  chafm,  be¬ 
tween  the  lofs  of  the  Duke 
William  and  Mr.  Walker’s  takimr-on 
him  the  command  of  another  (hip  of 
war,  in  which  time  he  was  not  idle, 
we  will  j  aft  give  an  account  how  he 
employed  the  year,  till  the  breaking 
out  of  the  French  war :  left  other 
Vol.I.  C  people 
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people  may  be  taught  to  believe,  that 
fome  rnifmanagecnent,  which  we 
wanted  to  hide,  was  the  caufe  of  our 
leaving  out  any  part  of  his  life,  du¬ 
ring  the  war.  In  this  fpace  fome  oc¬ 
currences  happened,  new  in  their  na¬ 
ture,  which  we  will  venture  to  give 
to  the  reader,  in  excufe  for  taking 
up  his  time  in  noting  the  tranfa&ions 
of  the  year. 

After  the  lofs  of  the  faid  fhip,  Mr. 
Walker’s  former  joint  owners,  Mr. 
Robert  Macky  (a gentleman,  to  whom 
Mr.  Walker  is  under  the  greateib 
obligations,  as  a  friend  to  him  even  at 
this  day)  and  Mr.  William  Vigor, 
joined  him  in  the  purchafe  of  a  very 
fine  fnow,  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  tons,  called  the  Ruffia-Mer- 
chant,  to  be  employed  in  the  Peterf- 
burgh  or  Baltic  trade  ;  in  which  fine 
made  three  trips  within  the  year. 

The 
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The  firft  was  from  London,  in  March 
1743  to  Gottenburgh  in  Sweden,  and 
back  again  in  June  following  ;  but 

this  produced  no  incident  worth  re¬ 
counting. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  the  fame  ld/Z\ 
month,  he  failed  upon  his  fecond  •  y. ;  f 
voyage  to  Peterfburgh ;  and  in  the  ‘  ~  °  * 
following  month  arrived  at  that  city. 

During  his  flay  in  the  country,  he  was 
Ipeftator  of  a  very  remarkable  execu¬ 
tion,  viz.  of  feveral  noblemen  and 
ladies  of  the  firfi:  rank  and  quality  : 
who  were  fentenced  to  be  broke  on 
the  wheel,  for  a  confpiracy  againrt:  the 
prefent  Emprefs  Elizabeth.  Thefe 
very  perfons  were  the  inflruments, 
but  the  year  before,  of  bringing  her, 
as  the  daughter  of  the  late  Peter 
the  Great,  to  the  throne,  by  the  befl> 
laid  plan  that  ever  produced  fo  great 
a  revolution  of  government  j  and  this 
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without  one  drop  of  blood  being  fpilt 
on  theoccafion.  But  (lie  taking,  as  they 
thought,  other  and  new  favourites  to 
be  more  near  her  perfon,  as  affiftants 
to  her  in  the  direction  of  affairs  of 
Bate,  thefe  unhappy  perfon s  affoci- 
ated  in  a  confpiracy  of  poifoning  her; 
in  which  the  French  embalTador, 
Chetardie,  was  faid  to  have  been  the 
actuating  inftigator,  though  he  turned 
traitor  to  his  confederates,  the  evening 
before  the  intended  treafon.  This 
affair  was  afterwards  more  fully  dif- 
clofed  by  our  Englifh  Lord  Ty rawly, 
who  was  fent  plenipotentiary  to  that 
court.  This  nobleman  by  getting 
at  the  Frenchman’s  papers,  and  other 
detections,  fet  him  forth  to  the  Em- 
prefs  in  his  true  light ;  and  had 
him  fent  home  in  the  utmoft  difgrace: 
the  emprefs  only  allowing  him  a 

fcanty  time,  even  to  take  refrefhment, 

thro’ 
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thro’  her  dominions.  The  perfon 
who  was  next  to  fuffer  execution 
was  a  prieft,  a  man  of  feeming  great 
addrefs  and  politenefs he  was  faid  to 
be  one  of  the  higheft  fenfe  and  un- 
derilanding.  His  crime  was  that  of 
introducing  a  kind  of  fchifm  in  their 
church,  which  is  of  the  Greek  perfua- 
fion>  differing  little  from  the  Roman 
catholic  faith,  except  in  the  two 
points  of  tranfubftantiation,  and  fu- 
premacy  _of  papal  authority.  The 
new  method  he  fubftituted  was  in  the 
manner  of  crofiing  themfelves,  the 
ufual  way  being  with  the  two  firft 
fingers  and  thumb,  reprefenting  the 
trinity ;  whereas  he  taught  the  croff- 
ing  with  one  only,  reprefenting  the 
all-fufficiency  of  one  God  j  which  was 
underftood  by  his  brother-priefts  as  a 
leflening  the  other  two  perfons  of  the 
Hypoftatical  union.  The  third  was 

C  3  a  mer- 
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a  merchant,  or  commiflioner ;  who 
having  been  trufted  by  the  govern¬ 
ment,  as  agent  in  fome  department, 
had  been  found  guilty  of  embezzling 
the  public  money ;  this  being  held 
amongft  them  a  crime  of  the  higheft 
nature.  At  the  place  of  execution, 
as  is  ufual,  they  beat  a  drum  to  de¬ 
mand  filence  ;  and  then  each  perfon’s 
crimes  were  proclaimed  to  the  popu¬ 
lace.  After  this  ceremony  was  per¬ 
formed,  and  whilft  the  directors  and 
ftate-criminals  were  preparing,  the 
one  to  perform,  and  the  other  to  fuf- 
fer  the  fentence  palled,  the  Emprefs’s 
fpecial  pardon  came  down,  ex- 
cufing  the  feverity  of  death,  but  in  its 
place  ordering  the  punilhment  of 
knouting,  their  tongues  to  be  cut  out, 
and  their  perfons  banilhed  to  Siberia. 
The  knouting  is  a  kind  of  whipping- 
with  an  inlirument  like  a  lingle-hand- 
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ed  flail;  with  which  the  operating  pro¬ 
ficient'  can,  in  two  or  three  ftrokes 
at  the  moil,  cut  the  patient  to  death, 
when  the  fentence  fo  dire&s.  But 
here  the  Teeming  rigour  of  the  or¬ 
ders  was  even  greatly  leffened  in  the 
performance,  the  ftripes  being  laid  on 
their  naked  backs  more  out  of  igno¬ 
miny  than  puniffiment;  and  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  cutting  out  their  tongues  be¬ 
ing  got  over  by  a  fmall  part  taken  off, 
fo  as  tobe  more  an  inconvenience  at  the 
time  than  hindrance  to  their  fpeak- 
ing ;  except  as  to  one  lady,  who 
made  fome  great  ftruggles  in  defence 
of  that  member  :  fo  that  the  execu- 
tioner  was  obliged  to  exert  a  little  vio¬ 
lence,  and  in  ufing  his  opportunity, 
took  off  a  larger  fhare  than  perhaps 
he  intended  ;  or  fhe,  by  her  indigna¬ 
tion  at  him  when  done,  feemed  wil¬ 
ling  to  part  with.  They  were  all  im- 
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mediately  put  together  in'  vehicles, 
without  regard  to  fex  or  diftindtion, 
and  fent  out  of  the  city,  on  their 
banifhment. 

As  the  prieft’s  offence  was  againft 
the  church  only,  he  had  no  advocates 
there  to  fpeak  for  mercy.  He  bore 
his  fentence,  which  was  beheading, 
with  an  undaunted  intrepidity,  from 
his  firft  advancing  on  the  fcaifold  to 
his  laft  refignation,  affedting,  and  in¬ 
deed  rivalling  the  character  of  a  mar¬ 
tyr;  fo  that  it  is  more  than  pro¬ 
bable,  as  he  had  many  profelytes,  he 
obtained  his  defign  by  making  fome 
new  difciples  among  the  multitude, 
to  preach  his  dodtrine  after  him. 

The  laft  bufinefs  was  of  all  the 
moft  moving,  that  of  the  agent  to  the 
government ;  to  whom  all  hopes  of  a 
reprieve  were  cut  off :  defrauding  of 
the  government  being  there  equal  to 
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dipping  of  coin  amongft  us.  He  did 
not  difcover  any  want  of  the  powers 
of  a  man,  to  bear  him  up  thro’  this 
laft  trial :  but  the  affedting  fcene  arofe 
in  the  interview  of  taking  leave  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  wife  :  for  Ihe  at¬ 
tended  him  even  to  this  tragic  ftage. 
She  was,  beyond  reprefenting  it,  the 
living  pidture  of  forrow ;  and  her 
whole  addrefs  was  very  tender.  When 
finking  down  from  him  under  the 
heart-breaking  pain  of  the  laft  em¬ 
brace,  fhe  felt  an  end  of  all ;  for  the 
firft  met  the  ftroke  of  death  }  never 
more  recovering  from  her  fwoon.  His 
fudden  agonies  on  the  occafion  were 
very  ftriking,  and  a  more  heightened 
tragedy  than  imitation  ever  repre- 
fented  on  fidion’s  ftage.  He  haften- 
ed  to  his  death,  and  we  to  clofe  the 
fcene. 

C  5  C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Voyage  to  Copenhagen.  The  pub¬ 
lic  entrance  of  the  princefs  Louifa. 
An  account  of  an  Engbfh  prifoner 
there.  A  melancholly  accident 
on  the  ice.  And  Mr.  Walker’s  re¬ 
turn  to  London. 


R.  Walker,  having  returned 
from  Peterfburgh  to  London 
in  October,  again  fet  fail  on  his  third 
voyage,  and  arrived  at  Copenhagen 
in  the  middle  of  November  following. 
As  he  was  here  made  prifoner  by  the 
feafon,  his  fhip  being  froze  up,  we 
will  alfo  detain  the  reader  for  a  while 
in  the  amufements  that  intervened. 
The  weather  here,  notwithstanding 
the  llrength  of  the  froft,  is  extremely 

clear  and  pleafant  nor  is  the  cold  at 

all 
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all  difagreeably  Sharp,  rather  enliven¬ 
ing  the  fpirits  than  giving  any 
Shuddering  checks  of  inaction  to  the 
body.  But  it  was  remarkably  ferenc 
and  temperate,  as  if  Nature  joined  in 
the  univerfal  joy,  when  the  princefs 
Louifa  made  her  public  entrance  on 
her  marriage  with  the  prince  of  Den¬ 
mark,  the  prefent  king;  which  for 
fo  great  refpedt  Shewn  an  English 
princefs,  cannot  help  being  mention¬ 
ed  by  an  English  Spectator  of  it.  She 
appeared  dreft  in  her  marriage  robes 
in  an  open  chariot,  or  rather  a  tri¬ 
umphal  car,  defigned  on  purpofe  in 
the  richeft  tafle  of  grandeur  and  or¬ 
nament,  and  drawn  by  Six  white 
horfes  in  very  fuperb  trappings.  The 
prince’s  Sifter  fat  with  her  in  the 
chariot,  and  the  prince  himfelf  rode 
before  them  on  horfe-back,  fo  rich 
in  drefs  and  his  number  of  foot -at- 
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tendants,  as  to  perplex  the  view  where 
to  fix  on  the  chief  object  of  its  admira¬ 
tion.  Not  an  houfe  in  the  great  ftreets, 
thro’  which  they  paffed,  but  was  co¬ 
vered  with  hangings  of  tapeftry,  or 
whole  pieces  of  velvet,  tacked  on  the 
columns  or  piers,  richly  or  fancifully 
bordered,  with  other  ornaments  of 
pictures,  or  carvings  with  occafional 
defigns  above  and  under  the  windows ; 
and  at  the  end  of  each  of  the  ftreets 
were  triumphal  arches  ereCted  of  vari¬ 
ous  and  beautiful  architecture,  with 
decorations  of  paintings,  gildings,  and 
flowers:  in  all  of  which  were  placed, 
the  arms  of  England  and  Denmark 
joined,  and  foft  mufick  of  flutes  or 
hautboys,  to  play  as  the  proceffion 
paffed  below.  This  with  the  num¬ 
ber  of  led  and  attending  equipages, 
molt  of  which  were  intirely  new, 
and  grand,  with  the  army,  and  various. 
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bands  of  martial  inftruments,  great 
officers  and  enfigns  of  ftate,  was  a 
fight  of  fplendor  and  magnificence, 
that  fully  fatisfied  the  eager  fenfe 
of  expectation.  The  firfl:  coach 
of  the  officers  who  preceded,  reached 
the  palace  at  eleven  o’  clock  j  and  the 
laft  of  the  nobility’s,  who  all  followed 
according  to  their  rank  and  dignity, 
did  not  get  up  till  pafi:  nine  :  fo  long 
was  the  proceffion,  and  fo  numerous 
the  attendants.  The  jubilee,  as  we 
may  call  it,  held  for  a  full  week.  In 
which  time  all  public  diverfions  were 
afloat,  and  every  noble’s  private  table 
a  public  entertainment,  while  feveral 
fountains  before  their  doors  flowed 
for  the  populace  with  wine.  Every¬ 
day  the  guns  were  difcharged  quite 
round  the  town ;  which  as  the  city 
is  walled  round,  and  of  a  regular 
figure,  with  their  fucceffive  firings 

circulated 
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circulated  on  the  ear  in  a  pleafing  ex- 
aft  nefs.  Every  night  were  conftant 
illuminations  throughout  the  whole 
city  j  and  the  (hips  in  the  harbour 
were  alfo  the  whole  time  lighted  out 
with  the  greateft  fancy,  and  from 
their  refiefted  luftre  outvied  the 
land.  In  fhort,  the  whole,  from  the 
higheft  noble  to  the  lowed:  plebeian, 
was  an  elegant  and  polite  expreffion 
of  mutual  congratulation  and  public 

j°y* 

A  very  remarkable  perfon  was  then 
at  Copenhagen,  who  had  been  kept 
a  prifoner  in  an  iron  cage.  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  went  to  fee  him :  he  was  a 
gentleman  of  Lancafhire,  efteemed  a 
man  of  profound  policy.  He  had  been 
employed  by  Charles  XII.  king  of 
Sweden,  and  particularly  trufted  by 
that  monarch  in  afts  of  bold  em- 
prize.  His  alledged  crime  again-ft 

Denmark, 
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Denmark,  was  faid  to  have  been  an 
intent  to  deal  away  the  prince,  when 
aboy,  as  he  rode  along  the  coad,  and 
to  have  carried  him  an  hoftage  to 
Sweden,  which  was  then  at  variance 
with  Denmark.  But  his  real  defign, 
which  he  confeffed,  was  to  have  raifed 
an  infurredtion  in  favour  of  his  royal 
mader,  to  forward  his  defigns  of  an 
invafion  upon  England.  Being  detec¬ 
ted  in  his  attempt,  he  was,  under  the 
forementioned  pretendons,  imprifoned 
by  the  date.  He  afterwards  had  made 
his  efcape,  and  got  to  Hamburg,  where 
he  boaded,  that  all  Denmark  had  not 
a  cage  able  to  hold  him.  But,  with 
all  his  cunning,  being  feduced  by 
fome  of  his  acquaintance,  who  be- 
traved  him,  to  walk  out  of  one  of  the 
towns,  near  to  which  fome  territories 
of  the  Danes  belonged  j  he  was,  in- 
fenfibly  to  himfelf,  led  on  Danifh 

ground. 
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ground,  and  there  arrefted,  and 
brought  back  to  Denmark  j  which 
was  the  reafon  of  his  having  been  fo 
caged.  He  had  been  in  his  cage  up¬ 
wards  of  eleven  years,  but  at  this  time 
was  let  out  into  a  large  room.  He 
had  wrote  feveral  volumes  of  anec¬ 
dotes  and  annals :  but  as  he  was  a 
great  bigot  to  party,  none  of  his  per¬ 
formances  have  been  allowed  to  trou¬ 
ble  mankind.  During  his  long  con¬ 
finement,  which  had  then  lafted  up¬ 
wards  of  thirty  years,  he  never  had 
one  hour’s  illnefs ;  and  had  let  his  beard 
grow  to  a  venerable  length,  reaching  to 
the  middle  of  his  thighs.  As  a  memo¬ 
randum  of  himfelf,  he  would  foine- 
times  give  to  a  perfon  he  liked  a 
fingle  hair  of  it,  by  way  of  a  prefent : 
and  it  was  really  no  little  curiofity, 
being  quite  of  a  filver  whitenefs. 
Among  the  various  amufements, 

which 
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which  enabled  him  to  pafs  his  time 
alone,  he  dwelt  with  great  fondnefs  on 
the  hiflory  of  a  moufe  ;  which  grew  fo 
familiar  with  him  in  his  cage,  as  to 
come  regularly  to  be  fed  by  him,  or 
attend  him  at  his  call,  and  divert  him 
for  hours  in  play,  as  he  lay  down  to 
it.  At  length  growing  lick  with  age, 
it  flayed  by  him  till  it  died,  and  ex¬ 
pired  in  his  beard,  where  he  had 
wrapped  it  up  for  warmth.  He  had 
it  buried  under  his  cage,  being  a 
ground  floor,  and  wrote  a  treatife  on 
it  fhewing  the  fagacity  of  animals, 
and  their  deflre  of  intimacy  with  man. 

As  a  parallel  cafe  I  have  been  told, 
or  read  a  ftory  of  a  man,  who  was  kept 
a  prifoner  in  a  Turkifh  government 
for  many  years :  when  the  Bafha 
of  the  place  often  taking  occafion  of 
afking  the  officers,  how  the  man  di¬ 
verted  himfelf  in  his  lonely  hours, 

was 
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was  at  laft  informed  by  one  of  them, 
that  he  had  taken  notice  of  his  di¬ 
verting  himfelf,  feveral  hours  to¬ 
gether  in  a  day,  with  afpider;  which 
frequently  defcended  to  him  from 
over  his  head,  to  be  fed  and  played 
with  ;  which,  when  touched  below, 
ran  himfelf  up  by  his  thread ;  and 
fo  again  came  down,  as  pleafed  with 
thediverfion.  The  prince  ordered  the 
officer  to  plant  him  fo  as  to  behold  the 
fcene.  “  O  Sir,  fays  the  officer,  I  im¬ 
mediately,  upon  being  convinced  of 
the  amufement,  went  in  upon  them, 
and  killed  the  fpider.”  “  Did  you  fo, 
fays  the  prince  ?  Then  he  ffiall  be 
more  reafonably  diverted,  and  you 
go  in  his  place;  and,  I  hope,  find  the 
happinefs  of  making  fuch  an  acquain¬ 
tance:"  fo  he  releafed  the  prifoner,  and 
put  the  giddy,  if  not  cruel  officer  in 
his  room. 

lie 
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He  mentioned  feveral  fecret  actions 
of  pad  time,  as  fadls  of  his  own  know- 
.  ledge ;  which  would  be  worth  notice, 
could  we  introduce  them  in  place.  But 
the  more  furprifing  hidorian  was  a 
gentleman,  a  native  of  Norway,  Baron 
Holberg,  then  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  in  a  public 
'office  of  the  king’s  revenue  at  Copen¬ 
hagen,  having  all  his  fenfes  and  facul¬ 
ties  perfedt  as  in  youth,  except  his 
hearing.  The  king  had  his  pidture 
in  his  curiofity-chamber.  Mr.  Walkei* 
was  introduced  into  his  company ; 
he  was  very  entertaining  in  conven¬ 
tion,  had  been  in  England  the  greater 
part  of  his  youth,  and  was  a  fpedtator 
of  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  Had 
fome  of  our  modern  hidorians  been 
fo  fortunate  as  to  have  happened 
on  this  acquaintance,  they  had  infor¬ 
med  theinlelves  better  of  fome  cir- 
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cumftances  regarding  that  cataftrophe, 
and  have  done  more  juftice  to  the 
character  of  that  mifguided  king. 

One  of  the  winter  amufements  in 
this  country,  both  of  the  genteel  and 
common  people,  is  the  exercife  of 
Aiding  on  the  ice.  The  genteel  peo¬ 
ple  have  here,  but  more  frequently 
in  other  places  of  Germany,  Hedges 
or  vehicles  without  wheels,  richly  or¬ 
namented  and  painted,  drawn  by  a 
Angle  horfe,  which  is  generally  covered 
with  trappings  of  embroidered  vel¬ 
vet,  or  other  rich  furniture.  In  this 
kind  of  chariot  they  fet  the  lady, 
whilA:  the  gentleman  ftands  clofe  to 
her  behind,  with  the  reins  brought 
round  the  Ades,  and  drives.  Thefe 
vehicles  run  either  in  the  fnow  upon 
land,  or  on  the  ice  ;  and  whole  par¬ 
ties  of  gentlemen  and  ladies  go  out 
together  a-pleafuring  in  them.  A 

melan- 
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melancholly  accident  happened  a- 
mong  the  common  fort,  who  were 
fcating  juft  by  Mr.  Walker’s  fhip, 
after  their  cuftom,  in  a  firing  of  men 
and  women,  holding  each  other  by 
the  hand.  In  this  manner  they,  often 
make  fweeps,  or  circles,  all  bearing 
up  together,  of  great  circumference; 
and  fometimes  the  leader  ftill  running 
in  a  lefter  and  lefter  circle,  till  he  makes 
a  ftand,  the  reft  winde  round  him, 
till  they  become  an  exad  round  or 
circle.  Then  the  laft  man  throw¬ 
ing  himfelf  out  as  leader,  they  will 
all  again  regularly  unwinde,  and  go 
oft  in  various  meanderings,  very  plea- 
fing  to  be  feen,  and  certainly  of  great 
entertainment  to  themfelves ;  as  from 
the  good  fpirits  the  exercife  puts  them 
into,  they  always  feem  very  gay  and 
happy.  But  as  mifchance  will  often 
interrupt  diverfion,  as  fools  fpoil  con¬ 
vention. 
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verfation,  the  foremoft  fcater  in  one 
of  thefe  exercifes,  ridiculoufly  threw 
himfelf  down  all  of  a  hidden,  tripping 
the  next  fcater  over  him,  which 
threw  down  the  next,  and  fo  fuccef- 
fively  one  tumbling  in  an  heap  over 
the  other,  till  the  force  of  their  fal¬ 
ling  all  in  one  fpot  broke  the  ice, 
and  down  the  whole  unhappy  party 
went,  in  the  midft  of  their  mirth,  to 
the  number  of  about  thirty.  This  was 
an  accident,  of  which  the  like  had 
not  been  known  to  have  happened 
before,  and  was  very  deplorable  in 
the  confufion  and  lamentations  of  the 
by-danders ;  many  of  whom  had 
fome  friend,  relation,  or  child,  in  the 
calamity.  I  hope  I  fhall  not  be 
thought  by  our  ladies  of  England,  to 
give  too  many  examples  of  good 
wives  from  among  the  women  of 
thefe  more  northern  countries,  in  juft 
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mentioning  two  inftances.  One 
of  them,  who  faw  her  huftand 
thus  fwallowed  in  her  prefence,  ran 
inftantly  mad,  beating  herfelf  upon 
the  ice  in  vain  endeavours  of  break¬ 
ing  it,  in  fearch  and  relief  of  him ; 
and,  in  a  continued  delirium,  expired 
fome  time  afterwards.  Another,  who 
was  abfent  from  the  accident,  in  me- 
lancholly  deliberation  put  herfelf  to 
death  with  her  hulband’s  fword,  leav¬ 
ing  a  formal  letter  to  her  daughter, 
who  was  then  about  eighteen,  with 
arguments  which  we  mu  ft  own  too 
refined,  “that  no  good  wife  can  fur- 
vive  the  lofs  of  a  good  hufband.” 
*1  ne  poor  girl  alfo  died  in  about  a 
month  after,  with  inconfolable  grief, 
at  the  lofs  of  her  parents :  but  it  was 
faid,  fhe  had  a  further  lofs  alfo  of  a 
lover  in  the  difaftrous  croud. 

Left 
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Left,  in  the  above  relation,  I  may 
do  myfelf  an  injury  with  the  younger 
fair  ones,  as  I  profefs  being  a  batche- 
lor,  in  gaining  if  not  the  cenfure, 
or  even  anger,  yet  the  ridicule  of  the 
good  wives  of  England,  I  muft  fpeak 
here  for  myfelf — which  is  perhaps  the 
only  place  where  I  fhall  take  the  free¬ 
dom  in  the  whole  hiftory — that  tho’ 
every  writer  is  not  obliged  to  give  his 
fentiments  of  thofe  fads  he  relates, 
yet  I  will  venture  in  this  cafe  at  de¬ 
livering  mine.  “  Thofe  addons 
which  are  the  efFe&s  of  a  violence  of 
pathon,  prove  the  mind  to  be  too 
fuddenly  actuated,  and  reafon  too 
weak  to  rule.  So  all  that  can  be  in¬ 
ferred  from  any  comparifon  muft  be, 
that,  as  there  is  not  one  inftance  to 
the  contrary,  our  Englifh  ladies  have 
the  advantage  over  the  greater  part 

of 
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of  their  own  fex,  in  having  more  judg¬ 
ment.” — To  give  them  a  further  proof 
of  it,  a  mifguided  reafon  will  run  the 
fyftem  of  woman  into  the  fame  errors, 
where  a  weak  one  leaves  them.  Thus 
I  have  been  aflured  by  a  fpedator  of 
the  adion,  that  in  fome  of  the  illes 
belonging  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  at  the 
funerals  of  their  men,  whofe  bodies 
are  always  burnt,  the  poor  enthu- 
fiaftic  wife,  young  and  beautiful 
has  leapt  unobliged  to  it,  into  the 
flames  with  an  eager  defire  of 
uniting  heifelf  again  to  the  em¬ 
braces  of  her  lord. 

When  winter’s  prifoners  were  all 
fet  free,  Mr.  Walker  again  fet  fail. 


and  went  to  Gottenburgh,  April  2d, 
1744.  At  this  time  news  came 
of  the  Toulon  engagement.  The 
french  war  being  thereupon  imme¬ 
diately  declared,  and  every  day’s  fuc- 
^0L‘  I*  D  ceeding 
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Ceeding  accounts  bringing  word  of 
the  number  of  fmall  French  priva¬ 
teers  in  thofe  Teas,  catching  up  all  out 
fhips  thereabouts  (as  they  had  long 
before  lain  ready  to  fail,  waiting  only 
for  the  word)  he  was  under  fome 
uneafinefs  how  to  get  home  for 
there  was  no  opportunity  of  convoy. 
He  therefore  had  no  courfe  of  fafety  ' 
to  chufe,  but  in  ftratagem.  He  re¬ 
membered  his  former  fcheme  of  ad¬ 
ding  a  mockery  of  men  to  his  Ihip 
the  Duke  William  :  but  then  (lie  was 
really  a  fhip  of  force.  Here  he  had 
no  more  than  four  guns,  and  nothing 
that  looked  military  :  whereupon,  as 
calling  cannon  there  might  be  ex- 
penfive  and  tedious,  he  got  a  mod 
compleat  fet  of  wooden  guns,  finely 
modelled;  which  he  painted  of  a  true 
metaline  colour,  and  fixing  nettings  or 
tarpolins  upon  the  quarters,  fet  her  out 
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In  appearance  even  to  a  near  eye  a  {hip  of 
war,  being  fnow  rigged  like  a  king’s 
floop.  Under  thefe  falfe  colours  he 
iailed  out  of  port  on  a  venture  home¬ 
wards;  and  off  Cromarty  met  a 
privateer,  who  gave  chafe.  He  find¬ 
ing  her  come  up,  put  about  on  her, 
hoifled  enfign,  jack,  and  pendant,  and* 
fired  a  gun  as  waiting  for  her ;  fhe 
then  thought  proper  to  make  the  heft 
of  her  way  to  fea.  In  the  run  home 
he  met  alfo  feveral  fmall  privateers, 
like  birds,  fcudding  about  the  feas; 
who  all  fcoured  from  him  at  his  ap¬ 
pearance,  as  one  of  greater  prey  ;  and 

he  arrived  in  London  May  follow-  < 
ing. 
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CRUISE  I. 

i  i  \ 

The  MARS. 

CHAP.  V. 

The  encounters  of  the  Mars  private 
fhip  of  war;  her  furrender ;  her  be¬ 
ing  retaken  and  brought  back  to 
England,  and  Mr.  Walker  carried 
into  Breft. 

Y\Uli  IN  the  year  1744,  fome  gentle- 
j|_  men  in  London  and  Dartmouth, 
acquaintances  of  Mr.  Walkers,  fitted 
out  two  private  (hips  of  war,  the 
Mars  and  Bofcawen.  The  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Mars  was  ofieied  to  IVIi. 

Walker, 

% 
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Walker,  being  a  fine  fhip  of  twenty- 
fix  guns,  a  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
to  fail  on  a  fix  months  cruife,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Bofcawen. 

In  November,  both  fhips  fet  fail 
from  Dartmouth ;  and  the  fecond 
day  after,  fell  in  with  a  French  fhip, 
a  king’s  frigate  of  twenty-fix  guns, 
two  hundred  and  feventy  men  from 
Bred,  but  a  much  larger  vefifel.  The 
Mars  immediately  began  to  engage 
her,  unaffifted  by  the  Bofcawen,  fhe 
once  or  twice  firing,  but  at  fuch  a 
diftance  as  not  to  reach  the  enemy. 
The  engagement,  which  became  very 
warm,  lafted  for  a  full  hour  and  an 
half ;  in  which,  the  French  having 
the  wind  of  us,  and  keeping  at  a  dif- 
tance,  where  they  have  always  the 
befi;  advantage  by  the  expertnefs  of 
their  engineers,  very  much  shattered 

D  3  our 
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our  rigging,  and  wounded  our  main 
top- mad.  They  however  having  re¬ 
ceived  from  our  fide,  as  we  found 
afterwards,  confiderable  damage  in 
her  hull,  fet  their  fails  diredtly  for 
Bred ;  yet  dill  continued  the  engage¬ 
ment  :  we  following  in  a  running 
fight,  in  which,  feveral  broadfides 
were  exchanged,  when  abread  of 
each  other.  At  lad  the  enemy  get¬ 
ting  a-head,  left  oft'  firing  his  guns, 
except  only  his  ftern  chace ;  and  then 
intirely  run  off,  being  a  very  prime 
tailor,  and,  going  much  better  than 
we,  got  clear  away  into  Bred.  We 
then  joined  our  confort,  and  repaired 
our  rigging.  Mr.  Walker  went  on 
board  theBofcawenj  and  had  aprivate 
conference  with  the  captain ;  but 
was  never  heard  to  throw  any  cenfure 
jaublicly  on  his  behaviour ;  what  was 

the. 
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the  refult  of  the  conference  no  one 
knew;  but  we  were  foon  fenfible, 
that  it  produced  no  great  effedh 

In  December  following,  about 
twelve  o’clock  at  night,  the  wind 
blowing  frelh  and  thick  rainy  weather, 
we  fell  in  with  two  large  French 
fhips,  and  were  clofe  upon  them  be¬ 
fore  we  perceived  them.  By  being 
fo  near  we  heard  the  enemy  in  great 
confufion,  knowing  them  by  their 
language  to  be  French  ;  and,  by  the 
fear  they  feemed  to  be  under,  ima* 
gined  them  to  be  rich  Martinico 
men,  homeward  bound  ;  and  fo  far  it 
happened  true,  the  terror  obferved 
arifing  from  a  fear  for  their  riches  on 
board.  Accordingly,  all  night  we 
kept  clofe  purfuit,  and  fo  continued 
till  eight  o’clock  next  morning;  when 
the  weather  fomewhat  clearing,  we 
difcovered  them  to  be  men  of  war,  the 

D  4  one 
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one  of  feventy-four  and  the  other  of 
fixty-four  guns.  The  Bofcawen  im¬ 
mediately  went  off;  whereas  had  we 
flood  together,  he  being  the  larger 
fhip,  it  was  more  than  probable  from, 
after  circumftances,  that  the  enemy 
would  have  let  us  retire  unmolefled  : 
but  feeing  the  Mars  alone,  and  fo  infe¬ 
rior  a  fhip  to  them,  afignal  was  given 
from  the  larger  fhip,  for  the  one  of 
fixty-four  guns  to  chafe.  We  then 
endeavoured  as  much  as  poffible,  to 
keep  a-head  to  get  away  ;  but  the 
enemy  gained  upon  us.  When  they 
came  almoft  within  mufquet  fhot,  Mr. 
Walker  thus  addreffed  himfelf  to  us, 
“  Gentlemen  I  do  not  mean  to  be 
fo  rafh  as  to  attempt  a  regular  engage¬ 
ment  with  fo  fuperior  a  force  :  all  I 
afk  of  you  is,  to  confide  in  me  and 
my  orders,  to  get  away  if  poffible 
without  fhiking ;  and  be  affured,,  I 

fhail 
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ihall  employ  your  afiiftance  neither 
in  revenge  or  vain  glory,  or  longer 
than  I  think  it  of  ufe  to  our  defign. 
The  {hip  which  purfues  is  certainly 
the  bed:  failor  of  the  enemy,  by  being 
ordered  to  the  chace :  if  by  good  for¬ 
tune,  we  bring  down  a  top-maft  or 
yard,  or  hurt  her  rigging,  fo  as  to  re¬ 
tard  her  purfuit,  we  may  intirely  get 
clear.”  He  then  ordered  our  colours* 


to  be  hoided,  and  ftern  guns  to  be 
fired.  The  enemy  at  the  fame  time 
hoided  his,  and  fired  his  bow-chace;, 
which  did  us  no  damage  except  in. 
our  rigging.  Thus  we  continued  the- 
fight  for  upwards  of  two  hours  ;  Mr. 
Walker  having  himfelf  placed  our; 
beft  quarter  gunners,  at  the  fiern- 
chace,  with  directions  for  them  to  aim 
at  the  rigging.  But  tho’  we  made: 
feverai  fuccefsful  {hots;  yet.  we  had?, 
fcarcely  time  allowed  to  give  the 

D  5  flroke; 
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ftroke  we  wanted  ;  for  tho’  it  is  a  re¬ 
ceived  opinion,  that  firing  the  ftern 
guns  helps  a  fhip  forwards  in  her  fail¬ 
ing;  yet  if  fhe  be  obliged  to  winde, 
or  as  the  term  is,  yaw  about,  to  bring 
her  guns  to  take  aim,  which  was  our 
cafe,  it  mu  ft  ftop  her  way-  for  the 
time,  and  retard  the  efcape.  This 
was  certainly  the  confequence  to  us> 
of  our  ftrong  defire  to  repeat  our  fire 
at  the  enemy ;  which  made  our  run¬ 
ning  juft  a-head  appear  to  them,  ra¬ 
ther  an  artful  way  of  engaging  to 
avoid  their  broadfides,  than  a  flying 
before  them  which  laft  in  fa<ft  it  was  ;- 
and  brought  up  alio  the  other  larger 
fhip,  which  had  ftMl  kept  after  in  the 
purfuit ;  and,  by  the  above  delay,  had 
now  to  far  gained  upon  us,  as  almoft 
to  hem  us  in  between  them.  In 
this  lituation  they  both  run  out 

*k«ir  lower  tier ;  whereupon  Mr. 

Walker 
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Walker  with  a  fmile,  faid — “  Well, 
gentlemen,  we  do  not  ftrike  to  one 
fhip  only”— and  ordered  down  the  co¬ 
lours. 

Tho’  the  ufual  ceremony  and  greater 
honour  was  to  have  gone  aboard  the 
commodore,  vet  Mr.  Walker  chofe  to 

*  J 

furrender  himfelf  to  the  fifip  hefought: 
therefore  taking  his  proper  officers 
with  him,  and  giving  fome  directions 
to  thofe  who  were  to  follow,  he  or¬ 
dered  out  his  barge,  and  went  aboard 
the  fixty-four  gun  fhip,  which  wa* 
the  FlorilTant,  and  the  other  of  feventy- 
four  guns,,  the  Neptune..  When  he 
came  on  board,  being  conducted  to 
the  French  commander,  a  man  of 
feeming  rank  and  figure,  he  delivered 
up  to  him  his  fword  and  commifilon-: 
but  the  reception  on  the  part  of  the 
French  officer,  to  our  great  wonder, 
was  not  anfwering  the  politenefs  ex~ 
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peeled  from  the  nation  in  general. 
The  F rench  captain,  who  fpoke  Eng¬ 
lish  well,  alking  him  in  an  high  tone, 
“  How  dare  you,  Sir,  in  fo  final!  a 
fhip,  fireagainfi:  a  force  like  me  ?”  To 
which  Mr.  Walker  anfwered,  “  Sir, 
il  you’ll  look  at  that  commifiion,  you 
will  find  I  had  as  good  a  right  to 
fight  as. you  ;  and  if  my  force  had  not 
been  fo  inferior  to  yours,  I  had  ffiewn 
you  more  civil  treatment  on  board  my 
finp.”  “How  many  men  have  I  killed 
of  yours  r”  fays  the  French  officer. 
“None  at  all,  Sir,”  replied  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker.  “  Then  fir,  fays  he,  you  have  kil¬ 
led  fix  of  mine  and  wounded  feveral ; 
you  fire  pieces  of  glafs.”  Mr.  Walker 
allured  him  of  the  contrary :  however, 
his  treatment  was  little  altered  for  the 
better  ;  but  the  officers  took  alb  op¬ 
portunities  of  doing  Mr.  Walker,  and 
his  officers  feveral  ads  of  civility..  Mr. 

•.  Walkec 
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Walker  and  his  lieutenants  had  in¬ 
deed  the  liberty  of  the  quarter-deck; 
but  no  accommodation  was  as  yet 
provided  for  his  bed  or  table,  diftir.dt 
from  the  reft.  In  a  few  days-,  the  af¬ 
fair  of  the  glafs,  which  had  given  fueh 
offence,  was  thoroughly  fet  to  rights ; 
the  miftake  having  happened  from  an 
Irifti  failor,  who  had  been  fixed  at  one 
of  the  ftern  guns  aboard  the  Mars. 
This  honeft  tar,  finding  the  fhip  under 
aneceffity  of  ftriking,  humoroufly  took 
a  parcel  of  {hillings  out  of  his  pocket— 
about  fixteen — and  fwearing,  “  that 
Iboner  than  the  French  rafcals  Ihould 
plunder  him  of  all  he  had  in  the 
world,  he  would  firft  fend  it  amongft 
them,  and  fee  what  a  bribe  would 
do,” — fo  wrapping  it  up  in  a  piece 
of  rag,  rammed  it  into  his  gun,  which 
was  the  laft  that  was  fired.  This 
Mattering  thro’  the  rigging  over  the 

heads 
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heads  of  the  men,  occasioned  the 
foregoing  fuppofition,  which  was  thus 
fet  to  rights,,  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the 
whole  fhip. 

It  was  on  a  Friday  we  went  on 
board  the  Floriftant.  At  break  of 
day,  on  the  Sunday  morning  follow¬ 
ing,  we  faw  four  fail  of  large  fhips 
aftern  j  which  greatly  alarmed  the 
French,  efpecially  as  their  gaining 
ground  upon  us  was  every  half  hour 
more  and  more  vifible.  This  pannic 
of  the  French  arofe,  as  before,  from 
their  concern  for  the  great  value  of 
their  cargo,  bringing  home  all  the 
French  and  Spanifli  treafure  from  the 
Weft-Indies,  to  the  amount  of  near 
four  millions  fterling ;  befides,  their 
fhips  were  in  no  order  for  fighting,  ' 
coming  fo  long  a  voyage  ;  and  they 
likewife  were  very  fickly  on  board. 
In  lefs  than  two  hours,  we  could 

plainly 
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plainly  perceive  the  four  (hips  after, n 
to  be  Englifh  men  of  war.  The  French, 
crowded  all  the  fail  they  could,  to  get 
away.  Whilft  the  Englifh  were  in 
purfuit  of  us,  the  captain  of  the 
Floriflant,  who  had  by  this  time  be¬ 
come  more  familiar  with  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker,  addreifed  himfelf  to  him  to  this  ef¬ 
fect,  “That  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
trouble  Mr.  W alker  had  given  him,  by- 
obliging  him  to  go  out  of  his  courfe,  he 
might  be  now  further  on  his  way,  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  fhips  in  view  j  and 
faid,  he  at  the  time  thought  it  ill  judg¬ 
ed  of  his  commodore  to  give  the 
fignal  for  chaftng,  confidering  his  trea- 
fure  on  board  j”  of  which  he  made 
no  fecret.  “  It  is  feldom,  fays  he,  any 
great  accident  happens  from  fingle 
eaufes,  but  by  a  chain  or  feries  of 
things :  thus,  if  we  be  here  overcome, 

our  lofs  will  be  owing  to  the  wafpifh- 
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nefs,  as  he  called  it,  of  -a  fingle 
frigate,  which  would  not  ceafe  fight¬ 
ing  fo  long  as  it  had  a  fling  in  its 
tail.  This  being  faid,  tho’  peevifh- 
ly,  with  fome  pleafantry,  and  being 
more  compliment  than  otherwife,  was 
received  by  us  all  with  equal  eafe  : 
we  had  certainly  no  reafon  to  be  out 
of  temper,  as  the  fcene  of  fortune  was 
now  clearing  up  in  our  favour  ;  for 
the  Englifii  drew  near.  The  fhips 
were  the  Hampton-Court,  Dread¬ 
nought,  Sunderland,  and  Captain. 
The  French  officer  on  board  the 
Mars  judicioufly  bore  away  to  the 
leeward,  in-  order  to  draw  oft  one  of 
the  fhips  in  purfuit  of  him.  This  had 
the  intended  effedt ;  for  his  majefty’s 
fhip  the  Captain  failed  off'  in  chafe  of 
him,  and  retook  him  ;  but  did  not 
afterwards  return  to  the  fleet,  fo  our 
fhip  the  Mars  was  brought  back  t<? 

England,. 
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England.  The  Sunderland  loft  her 
main-top-maft  in  coming  up,  by  which 
fhe  fell  aftern  j  but  the  Hampton- 
Court  of  feventy  guns,  and  Dread¬ 
nought  of  lixty  a  little  aftern  of  her, 
came  up  along  fide  by  fun-fet.  As 
an  engagement  now  appeared  un¬ 
avoidable  on  every  fide,  the  captain  of 
.the  Florifiant  again  with  great  polite— 
nefs  fpoke  to  Mr.  Walker  and  us  to 
quit  the  quarter-deck,  faying,  that 
“  He  hoped  we  would  excufe  the  ne- 
-ceftity  of  things :  but  as  an  engage¬ 
ment  was  expedted,  it  was  not  ufual 
to  admit  ftrangers  on  their  decks.” 
■Mr.  Walker  anfwered,  “Sir,  I  go 
oft  with  great  pleafure  on  the  occa- 
fion  ;  as  I  am  now  certain  of  my  li¬ 
berty  ;  and  I  hope  to  have  the  fatif- 
fadtion  of  feeing  you  again  in  being-.” 
We  were  then  all  condudted  to  the 
Cock-pit,  where  we  dilcovered  the 

fad 
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fad  fituation  of  the  fhip  indeed  ;  here 
being  above  one  hundred  and  ninety 
of  her  people  then  lying  lick,  unable 
to  ftir }  fo  that  their  confufion  was 
very  great.  But  no  engagement  be¬ 
ginning  that  evening,  Mr.  Walker  was 
very  foon  called  up.  All  that  night 
and  the  next  day,  the  French  kept  on 
their  way,  and  the  Hampton-Courf, 
and  Dreadnought  clofely  followed  j 
when  thefecond  evening  comingon  the 
Englifh  altogether  difappeared.  As  this 
affair  has  been  already  fettled  underthe 
fanftion  of  a  court-martial,  we  refer 
to  that  better  examination  of  the  caufe 
of  fuch  proceedings.  During  this 
time,  the  captain  of  the  Floriffant 
every  now  and  then  fent  for  one  or 
more  of  us,  to  refrefh  ourfelves  in  the 
air.  By  which  opportunity,  the  fears 
and  tenors  of  the  French,  unprovided 
as  they  were  for  an  engagment,  could 

be 
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be  diilinguifhed  at  every  new  expec¬ 
tation  of  the  Englifh  beginning  to 
engage.  But  when  no  enemy  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  morning  of  the  fecond 
day,  nothing  then  but  boafting  of 
their  fuperior  courage  to  the  Englifh 
was  to  be  heard,  even  from  the  cap¬ 
tain  himfelf,  to  the  moil  inferior  in 
the  fhip  ;  which  could  not  be  heard 
without  fame  little  indignation  on  our 
part,  efpecially  of  Mr.  Walker }  who 
was  before  fo  fure  of  his  liberty,  and 
underwent  a  very  genteel  memoran¬ 
dum  of  it  from  the  captain.  How¬ 
ever,  as  an  inward  approbation  of 
themfelves  and  country,  in  com- 
parifon  with  others,  is  very  natural 
to  all  people,  and  more  apparent  in 
us  than  in  any  one  country  of  the 
earth,  we  had  nothing  to  be  really 
offended  at ;  the  French  in  general 
behaving  to  us  with  great  humanity 

and 
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and  politnefs,  efpecially  the  captain, 
who  now  grew  fo  fond  of  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker’s  company,  that  he  would  not 
dine  without  him,  and  fome  one  of 
his  officers  of  Mr.  Walker’s  own 
chufing.  He  even  fhared  part  of  the 
ftate-cabin  with  him,  where  he  had 
a  bed  brought  in  on  purpofe  for  his 
accommodation.  With  thefe  dou¬ 
ceurs  our  time  palled  on  more  eafy  ; 
and  giving  up  all  views  of  any  new 
deliverance,  as  we  were  now  in  light 
of  the  French  coaft,  we  contented 
ourfelves  with  the  expectation  of  feeing 
Brell,  the  finelt  port  in  France;  to 
which  we  were  bound,  and  where 
we  arrived  in  January  1744-5. 
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Mr.  Walker’s  recovery  of  his  own 
and  officers  liberty  at  Bred;  and 
his  return  from  thence  to  Eng¬ 
land. 

A  S  we  came  into  the  bay  without 
the  harbour  of  Bred,  we  met 
the  French  Frigate  whom  we  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  Mars  coming  out  from 
being  refitted.  He  had  had  his  bow- 
fprit  dangeroully  wounded,  fo  as  to 
be  almod  carried  away,  and  his  (lar¬ 
board  quarters  dove  in ;  fome  men 
killed,  but  a  great  many  wounded, 
whom  we  afterwards  went  to  fee  in 

1 

the  hofpital.  .He  had  reported  up¬ 
on  his  engaging  of  us,  that,  “  He  had 
fought  two  Englidi  men  of  war  of 
fifty  guns,  and  had  got  clear,  one  of 

them 
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them  having  fheered  off.  This  kind 
of  boafling  we  are  fare  to  fmile  at, 
in  foreigners ;  but  feldom  are  fo  un¬ 
favourable  to  our  own  national  glory 
to  deted  it  in  ourfelves.  It  certainly 
is  a  kind  of  fpirit,  conftituent  of  the 
French  genius :  but  as  they  are  a  peo¬ 
ple  of  great  policy,  is  fo  far  allowable, 
as  they  thereby  Simulate  one  another 
to  imitate  fuch  ads  of  valour,  how¬ 
ever  they  may  be  mifreprefented. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Walker* 
fearing  the  diffemper  which  began  to 
grow  violent  amongfl:  the  French, 
might  be  catched  by  our  men,  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  captain,  to  have  us  fet  on 
fhore  immediately  ;  which  by  his  in- 
tereft  with  him,  he  effeded  by  four 
o’  clock  in  the  evening.  This  was  a 
great  favour,  it  being  Sunday  :  But 
it  was  with  much  greater  difficulty, 
and  as  good  providence,  he  perfuaded 

his 
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his  friend  the  captain,  for  fo  I  may 
juftly  call  him,  to  let  him  come  with 
us  5  in  which  favour  to  himfelf  he 
was  long  denied.  “  What  is  there* 
faid  the  captain,  (for  I  was  very  near 
him,)  that  I  have  been  deficient  in 
as  a  gentleman,  to  render  my  accom¬ 
modation  not  quite  agreeable  to  you? 
Or  what  is  there  I  can  do  to  make  it 

♦  4  '  r 

more  fo  ?  Stay  but  till  to-morrow, 
and  I  will  take  you  with  me  to  the 
governor,  and  introduce  you  to  every 
man  of  confequence  of  the  place.  You 
fhall  be  free ;  nothing  fhall  break-in 
upon  your  liberty,  but  the  prejudiced 
notion  you  have  got  of  it  in  England.” 
Mr.  Walker  urging,  with  many  ac¬ 
knowledgments  of  his  favours,  that 
his  foie  defire  of  going  proceeded 
from  a  duty  of  which  he  could  not 
even  in  opinion  diveft  himfelf,  of 
feeing  his  men  accommodated.  “Well 

'  then. 
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then,  fays  the  French  captain,  you 
{hall  not  go,  till  I  write  two  lines  by 
you  to  the  governor  which  giving 
Mr.  Walker,  and  taking  leave  with 
the  utmoft  politenefs,  we  thought  it 
an  happinefs  to  gain  permiffion  of 
fetting  foot  on  French  ground,  as  pri- 
foners,  with  our  leader  at  our  head. 
And  here  I  could  not  help  obferving 
the  power  of  felf-recommendation,  in 
the  change  of  behaviour  of  a  few 
days,  between  thefirft  meeting  of  thofe 
gentlemen  and  the  taking  leave,  a 
leave,  as  it  happened,  for  ever. 

Mr.  Walker  immediately  proceed¬ 
ed  to  the  governor  of  the  town,  who 
receiving  the  letter  from  the  French 
captain,  told  him,  he  was  at  his 
liberty  on  parole,  and  any  one  or  two 
of  his  officers  he  chofe  for  his  com¬ 
panions  :  but  Mr.  Walker,  who  hoped 
his  credentials  were  more  unlimited. 
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leaking  anfwer,  “  Sir,  if  I  have  not  my 
principal  officers  with  me,  I  can  enjoy 
but  little  pleafure  in  the  liberty  you 
bellow  me  ;  he,  with  almoft  an  oblig¬ 
ing  condefcenfion,  granted  permiftion 
*or  his  having  all  his  officers,  to  the 
number  of  ten,  on  Mr.  Walker’s  pa¬ 
role,  togo  with  him,  where  he  pleafed, 
into  the  town  or  country  j  but  not  by 

themfelves. - 1  cannot  help  being 

particular  in  thefe  circumftances,  both 
as  it  was  a  great  happinefs  we  receiv¬ 
ed,  and  ought  with  gratitude  to  men¬ 
tion  5  aud  which  everv  Engliffiman 
rouft  with  pleafure  hear  $  buf  al/o,  as 
it  may  help  to  remove  the  bad  preju¬ 
dices  we  generally  entertain  of  all 
other  countries  but  our  own  ;  which 
have  fometimes  prevented  our  ufing 
tnem,  in  like  circumftances,  fo  well  a*s 
we  would  do,  did  we  think  they  de- 

Utvcd  to  be  ufed  as  well  as  they  do. 

VOL.  I.  R  a 
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An  univerfal  rejoicing  was  made, 
and  j Te  Deum  ordered  to  be  fung 
throughout  the  kingdom,  on  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  thefe  two  important  fhips  j 
which  had  brought  home  the  year’s 
{lore  of  treafure.  Amidfl  the  joy,  we 
were  alfo  obliged  to  hear  great  boaft- 
ings  made  among  the  men,  of  their 
having  offered  battle  to  four  large 
Englifh  men  of  war,  who  refufed 
fighting  them.  But  all  this  joy  was 
too  fuddenly  overeat!  ! 

Mr.  Walker  having  procured  his 
own  and  officers  liberty,  and  vifited 
the  common  men  in  their  prifons ; 
where  he  fettled  the  manner  of  fup- 
plying  them  with  neceffaries,  and  got 
them  the  beft  apartments  in  the 
place,  now  brought  us  all  to  a  public 
houfe  or  inn,  to  refrefh  himfelf  and 
us  with  fupper ;  where  he  agreed  with 
the  cook  at  a  rate  exceeding  the  king’s 

allowance, 
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allowance,  for  a  particular  table  for 
himfelf  and  us.  The  cook,  who  was 
aao  maker  of  the  houfe,  with  great 
alacrity  agreed  to  provide  every  ac~ 
commodation  to  make  us  eafy  ;  and 
told  us  humoroufly,  “  he  could  make 
de  good  roat  beef  for  us,  and  de  good 
plumb-pudding  too.”  And  he  kept 
his  word;  for,  to  fay  the  truth,  there 
could  not  be  a  better  table,  or  more 
reafonable,  than  he  conflantly  pro¬ 
vided. 

The  very  next  day,  whilft  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  was  writing  at  our  inn,  to  the 
F rench  captain,  to  beg  him  to  fend 
him  his  letter  of  credit,  which  was  in. 
a  box  with  his  commiffion,  the  peo¬ 
ple  came  running  into  the  houfe,  all 
in  terror  and  lamentation  1  with  cries,' 
that  “  The  Floriffant  had  blown  up  \ 
and  all  the  crew  were  deftroyed  with 
her.”  Upon  our  running  out,  we 

P  2  found 
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found  the  accident  too  true  in  fadt 7 
tho’  not  exadly  related.  The  gunner 
having  taken  out  the  powder,  and 
gone  afhore  with  it,  had  left  in  a 
private  part  of  the  magazine,  four 
barrels,  for  falutes,  as  he  faid.  The 
men  fweeping  together  the  loofe  pow¬ 
der,  which  had  been  fcattered  from 

j  4 

the  ftarting  of  their  cartridges  into  the 
cafks,  and  handing  down  the  glafs 
lanthorn,  which  hung  in  the  gun¬ 
room,  to  the  people  in  the  magazine, 
the  handle  of  it,  by  fome  accident 
broke,  and  the  lamp  fell  out  upon  the 
floor,  among  the  loofe  powder:  which 
taking  fire,  and  communicating  itielf 
to  the  four  barrels,  blew  up  the  whole 
after-part  of  the  fhip ;  in  which  was 
the  aforefaid  polite  and  good  captain, 
with  all  the  officers  and  mod  of  the 
men.  The  fire  afterwards  catching  the 

other  part  of  the  fhip,  burnt  With 

great 
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great  fury.  This  difmal  accident  we, 
tho’  an  enemy,  with  great  forrow  and 
tender  feeling  beheld.  As  the  French 
are  very  expreflive  in  all  their  mo¬ 
tions— I  would  not  be  fuppofed  to 
mean  they  are  more  tender  in  their 
paffions — the  fcene  was  indeed  very 
melancholly.  Each  one  of  the  croud, 
particularly  lamenting  fome  friend  or 
relation  loft,  at  the  moment  they  had 
prepared  their  welcome  to  their  homes ; 
and  all  in  general  condoling  the 
common  lofs,  and  public  calamity  to 
their  country.  The  men  who  were 
yet  on  board,  in  the  fore-part  of  the 
fh;p  alive,  cried  out  for  the  abidance 
of  boats  and  called  for  mercy  of  their 
countrymen,  friends,  and  relations  3 
which,  though  it  might  have  been 
f  d ,  was  obliged  to  be  de¬ 

nied  by  thofe  very  friends  and  kinf- 
men  ;  the  weeping  fpedlators  only  of 

E  3  their 
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their  fad  diftrefs !  For  the  guns,  Which 
had  not  yet  been  difcharged,  every 
minute  or  two  going  off,  as  the  fire 
reached  them,  made  it  dangerous  to 
offer  afliftance :  fo  that  their  own 
guns  were  prefented  againft  the  breads 
of  thofe  they  called  to  their  relief. 
Mod  of  the  men  threw  thetnfelves  at 
lad  into  the  fea,  fome  few  of  whom 
were  faved.  The  ffhp  having  burnt 
to  the  water’s  edge,  went  dowp  with 
all  her  treafure  ;  having  unloaded  no¬ 
thing,  fave  part  of  that  burthen  which 
was  her  greated  pain,  and  perifhed 
in  the  delivery.  Among  the  many 
fpedtators,  Mr.  Walker  appeared  to 
me  not  the  lead:  affedted  :  to  fee  the 
tear  drop  at  the  misfortune  of  his  ene¬ 
my,  the  man  to  whom  by  chance  of 
war  he,  but  a  few  days  before  be¬ 
came  a  prifoner;  and  now  lament 
him  as  a  friend !  made  me  refledt  at 

the 
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the  hard  fate  of  war,  which  brings 
men  together  with  fwords  directed  at 
each  other’s  bread,  ignorant  of  the 
worth  which  either  bofom  may  con- 
tain  :  whereas,  had  happier  opportu¬ 
nity  placed  them  within  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  each  other,  they  had  lived 
like  beings  of  humanity,  in  tender  efli- 
mation  of  their  mutual  merits. 

By  a  thronged  afliftance  of  boats, 
for  the  fhip  was  now  gone  down,  fe- 
veral  people  were  faved  ;  fome  wan¬ 
ting  a  limb  j  others  worfe  torn  in  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  body,  who  had 
caught  hold  of  the  firft  floating  part 
of  the  wreck,  which  accident  had 
helped  them  to  ;  fond  of  preferving 
life,  tho’  mutilated  of  happinefs,  to 
be  hereafter  dragged  over  the  earth  in 
aukwardnefs  and  pain  !  Among  the 
floating  dead  bodies,  the  captain’s  was 
eafily  difcovered,  tho’  very  much  cut 

E  4  and 
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and  burnt;  and  brought  on  (bore,  where 
it  had  every  mark  of  honour  and  re- 
Ipefi;  paid  to  its  former  owner,  being 
laid  out  in  great  pomp  of  funeral  ftate; 
for  the  captain  had  been  a  man  of 
rank  and  family. 

When  we  returned  to  our  inn.  Mr. 

* 

Walker  found  we  bore  a  further  part 
in  the  general  lofs.  His  letter  of  credit 
being  burnt,  he  now  wanted  the 
means  of  his  own  and  our  mainte¬ 
nance.  The  good  cook  indeed, 
equally  civil,  offered  our  fupport,  till 
Mr.  Walker  could  receive  an  anfwer 

to  his  letters  from  England. - But 

other  things  were  required  ;  which 
being  necelfary,  the  want  of  them 
would  have  rendered  our  flay  in  a 
llrange  country,  without  money,  very 
difagreeable.  He  therefore'  thought 
it  bed  to  keep  up  his  intereft,  till  his 
credit  could  arrive  ;  fo  in  the  firft  place 

waited 
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waited  on  the  governor  to  pay  his 
compliments  of  condolance  on  the 
late  fatal  accident.  The  governor  re¬ 
ceived  him  with  his  former  politenefs, 
at  the  fame  time  alluring  him,  he  paid 
fucn  deference  to  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  that  good  officer,  fo  lately  and 
unfortunately  gone,  that  every  thing 
in  his  power  he  would  do  to  make 
him  and  his  whole  company  happy 
in  their  fituatioa.  And  he  was  juft 
to:  his  word.  The  firft  refpedt  ffiewn 
Mr.  Walker,  in  confequence  of  this, 
was  an  invitation  to  attend  as  a  mour¬ 
ner  the  funeral  of  the  deceafed  can- 

i 

tain,  which  was  very  grand  and  fo- 
lemn.  This  introduced  him  to  the 
notice  of  the  principal  men  of  the 
place  ;  mod:  of  whom  endeavoured  to 
exprefs  proofs  of  their  favour,  in  in¬ 
vitations  to  their  houfes,  and  other 
adis  of  civility;  which  again  gave  him 

Ej 
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an  intcreft  with  many  of  them,  and 
tnis  again  lie  employed  in  general  to 
the  fervice  of  his  friends  and  country¬ 
men  :  fo  that  feveral  gentlemen  and 
otheis,  whom  Mr. Walker  had  know¬ 
ledge  of  in  England  were  thro’  his 
means,  and  at  his  inftanceand  requeft, 
let  at  liberty,  to  the  amount  of  above 
iixty  perfons. 

Among  the  French  gentlemen 
who  (hewed  thefe  indulgences  to  Mr. 
Walker,  the  fifeal,  who  is  the  perfon 
that  fettles  the  cartel,  commenced  a 
particular  intimacy  with  him  ;  which 
gave  Mr.  Walker  the  opportunity  of 
aiking  him,  to  put  his  and  his  officer’s 
names  in  the  cartel  that  was  then  fill- 
mg  up.  This  requeft,  tho7  with  fome 
reludtance,  he  at  laft  yielded  to  j 
whereby  Mr.  Walker,  whofe  turn  for 
liberty  with  ours,  would  not  regularly 
have  come  round  till  near  a  twelve- 

month. 
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monthj  procured  the  releale  of  him-* 
felf,  his  officers,  and  about  fixty  of  his 
crew,  as  well  as  of  fome  others,  par¬ 
ticularly  one  Adr.  Coats,  captain  Har¬ 
man,  and  fome  other  Englifh  gentle¬ 
men  who  had  been  pafiengers  or  tra¬ 
ders. 

I  cannot  help  mentioning,  that  a- 
mong  the  prifoners  for  whom  Mr. 
Walker  at  firft  got  their  liberty  on 
parole,  was  a  peddling  Jew,  who,  by 
making  out  a  piteous  if  ory,  introduced 
himfelf  to  his  notice  and  compaffion. 
Mr.  Walker  had  unfuccefsfully  ap¬ 
plied  to  many  merchants  there  to 
be  fupplied  with  money  for  bills,  who 
with  all  the  politenefs  of  the  French, 
yet  caution  of  their  own  country,  re- 
fufed  him,  all  in  the  fame  dory  that 
credit  would  be  very  hard  to  be  found, 

on  account  that  the  fecretary  to _ _ 

lately  in  much  the  like  circumftances, 

E  6  had 
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had  freely  found  credit  for  his  bills, 
and  that  everyone  of  them  had  come 
back  protefled.”  Thus  giddy  men 
often  think  their  bad  atflions  end  at 
the  point  where  they  lofe  fight  of 
them  ;  but  it  is  not  fo :  the  injury  they 
do  to  thofe,  who  intend  better,  runs 
often  too  great  a  length,  by  the  preju¬ 
dice  and  taints  they  leave  in  the  minds 
of  others.  This  jew  one  day  took 
an  opportunity  of  pulling  Mr.  Walker 
by  the  ileeve,  and  telling  him,  “  Fie 

knew  his  want  of  monev  :  bat  that  he 

/  J 

had  a  bar  of  gold  and  forty  guineas 
fecreted  about  him,  at  his  fervice.” 
Thefe  were le wed  up  in  the  waifl-band 
of  his  breeches,  which  was  perhaps 
the  only  part  of  his  whole  garb  that 
had  a  regular  flitch  in  it,  fo  miferablv 

O  j 

was  he  accoutered  in  rags  and  patches. 
Thus  was  our  generous  commander, 
with  all  his  dependants,  relieved  by  the 

poor 
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poor  beggar,  who  petitioned  his  hu¬ 
manity  but  a  few  days  before ;  which  is 
a  leffon  to  our  doing  all  the  good  in 
general  we  can,  as  we  do  not  know 
whence  the  reward  will  be,  often  from 
the  hand  lead  expedted.  Whether  the 
bar  of  gold  had  force  or  virtue  enough 
to  break  thofe  of  iron,  I  will  not  take 
on  me  to  fpeak  >  all  I  fhall  fay  is,  that 
Mr.  Walker,  after  paying  the  honed 
cook  his  bill,  who  I  dare  fay  was  as 
lincere  in  his  profedions  of  forrow  to 
part  with  us,  as  he  was  in  thofe  of 
joy  at  feeing  our  arrival,  delivered  us 
off  from  our  date  of  nine  weeks  bon¬ 
dage,  like  Mofes’s  poor  brick-making 
colony  to  the  land  of  liberty ;  and  was 
he  to  have  fet  up  a  new  religion,  I 
dare  fay  the  poor  Jew  would  have 
changed  his  faith. 

Our  company,  which  were  inlided 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Walker, 
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were  about  feventy,  betides  thofe  of 
the  cartel,  who  were  upwards  of 
three  hundred.  Our  journey  was  to 
Morlaix,  and  but  two  guineas  amongft 
our  party,  which  were  in  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker’s  pocket,  referved  for  an  addition 
to  our  accommodation  at  the  half- 
way-houfe  j  Morlaix  being  about 
thirty  miles  from  Breft.  When  we 
reached  Morlaix  the  next  day,  the 
hrft  thing  Mr.  Walker  did  was  to  go 
fee  the  cartel  fhip,  as  there  was  fo 
great  numbers  to  go  in  her.  She  was 
one  of  the  licenfed  vefiels  from  White¬ 
haven  with  tobacco,  the  owner  of 
which  had  contrafted  to  carry  three 
hundred  people  :  but  Mr.  Walker  at 
hrft  fight  refufed  to  go  in  her  himfelf, 
or  to  let  any  of  his  people  hazard  them- 
felvcs  in  her  bottom,  the  beingveryold 
and  unlafe,  not  above  a  hundred  and 
twenty  tons,  unable  to  hold  one  half  of 

the 
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the  number.  And  as  the  jail  diftem- 
per  was  among  the  croud  of  prifoners, 
Mr.  Walker  on  that  account  alfo  was 
refolved  not  to  rifque  himfef  or  party 
in  her :  but  feeing  a  little  pleafure 
yacht  lying  on  the  Ihore,  which  had 
been  run  away  with  by  fome  French 
prifoners,  who  had  madetheirefcapein  : 
her  from  Plymouth,  and  finding  upon 
inquiry  fhe  was  to  be  fold,  and  being 
told  the  owner’s  name,  a  merchant  of 
great  note  in  the  place,  he  refolved 
upon  purchafing  her.  “  Alas !  Sir, 
cries  captain  Harman,  do  you  think  of 
purchafing  fhips  without  a  guinea  in 
your  pocket,  as  we  all  know  the  laft  - 
went  for  the  laft  night’s  fupper  ?  Ra¬ 
ther,  fir,  fet  your  invention  to  work 
how  to  get  us  a  dinner.”  “  O  !  fays 
Mr.  Walker,  the  firft  thing  we  mu  ft 
do  after  the  purchafe  is  to  vidtual  her, 
and  then  you  may  all  dine  aboard.” 

Sir, 
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‘  Sir,  replies  Mr.  Harman,  I  fear  we 
fliaJl  find  a  neceflity  for  eating  before 
then,  as  it  may  be  a  work  of  time 
before  you  make  your  purchafe.  And 
h  you  take  us  from  the  cartel,  we 
fhall  all  be  ftruck  off  the  king’s  al¬ 
lowance.”  “  W ell  then,  fays  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker,  if  you  think  there  is  an  abfolute 
neceflity  for  my  firft  filling  your  bellies, 
let  us  go  look  at  the  figns  of  the 
tovvn,  and  find  out  the  belt  hearts  in 
the  place  from  the  fignals  at  their 
doors.”  We  had  not  gone  far  in  fearch 
of  fome  vifible  figns  of  hofpitality,  be¬ 
fore  we  difcovered  the  Englifh  arms. 
“There,  fays  he,  is  the  flag  of  good  en¬ 
tertainment,  gentlemen  3  will  you  pleafe 
to  dine  with  me  at  our  countryman’s  r” 
We  all  crouded  into  the  houfe, 
and  found  the  landlord  was  an  Iriih- 
rnan,  a  circumftance  yyhich  anfwered 
our  expectation.  “  Countryman,  fays 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Walker  at  the  fir  ft  falute,  do  you 
bid  me  welcome  ?  I  am  come  to  dine 
with  you.”  The  landlord  well  per- 
civing  who  we  were,  and  having  cer¬ 
tainly  a  refped  to  the  appearance  of 
Mr.  Walker,  very  politely  anfwered, 
Sir,  I  do.”  “I  take  you  at  your  word, 
replied  Mr.  W alker  ;  for  I  am  very 
hungry,  and  tho’  no  monfter  come  to 
eat  you  up,  yet  have  feventy  mouths, 
and  we  are  as  naked  as  to  money  as 
any  beaft  of  the  foreft  :  but  to  fpeak 
in  plain  terms,  what  I  afk  of  you  is 
to  accommodate  us  whilft  we  flay, 
and  take  my  bills,”  “Sir,  fays  he,  car¬ 
rying  his  politenefs  ftili  farther,  I 
take  your  word;  vourfelf  and  feme  lew 
I’ll  endeavour  to  make  happy  in  my 
own  houfe,  the  reft  I’ll  provide  for  in 
out-lodgings.”  I  mention  thefe  par¬ 
ticulars  to  {hew,  that  if  our  country¬ 
men,  thro’  bigotry,  prejudice,  or  ac- 

cide 


9®  Commodore  Walker’s 

cident,  fetde  amongft  our  enemies, 
yet  they  feldom  lofe  their  native 
honefty  of  heart  to  their  fellow-coun- 
trymen  ;  but  rather  add  to  that  the 
pohte  embelifhments  of  out-fide  ad- 
drefs,  learned  from  their  neighbours. 
Dinner  being  over  and  a  chearful 
g’afs  to  our  country,  in  which  our 
landlord  with  much  fincerity  feemed 
to  join  us,  Mr.  Walker  took  captain 
Harman,  Mr.  Coats,  and  fome  others 
of  us  to  the  merchant,  about  the  afore- 
laid  purchafe.  A  French  gentleman, 
who  was  alfo  in  the  houfe,  and  was 
informed  of  our  intention,  offered  to 
go  with  us  to  introduce  us.  The  mer- 
chant  carried  the  French  politenefs 
yet  farther  than  we  had  already  feen 
it,  by  infixing  to  fpeak  to  us  in  Eng- 
hfh  only,  which  was  fo  bad  and 
broken,  as  fcarce  at  find  to  be  under- 
ftood.  However,  he  agreed  to  take 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Walker’s  bills  for  the  yacht,  and 
after  ferving  us  with  wine  and  a  col¬ 
lation  of  fweet  meats,  “  Pray  jantilf- 
mans,  fays  he,  can  you  know  very  well 
at  Bred  one  Maifter  Vaker,  what  you 
calls  his  name  ?”  “Sir,  this  is  the  gentle¬ 
man,  fays  captain  Harman,  pointing 
to  Mr.  Walker.”  “  O  my  dear  fir,  re¬ 
plies  the  French  gentleman,  taking 
Mr.  Walker  in  his  arms,  me  have  de 
letter  to  pay  you  and  all  de  good  jan- 
lilfmans  here,  your  officiers,  for  your 
liberty  ;  me  have  alfo  de  commifiion 
for  de  lettre  of  credit  for  you,  &c.’\ 
This  interview  and  account  were  no 
doubt  very  acceptable  j  fo  that  with 
all  the  merchant’s  broken  Englilh,  we 
never  underflood  plain  Englifh  better. 
Mr.  Walker’s  owners  Arthur  Oldf- 
worth  of  Dartmouth,  Efq;  and  others, 
knowing  by  the  Mars,  which  was 

retaken  and  carried  back  to  England, 
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and  which  they  repurchased,  in  what 
part  Mr.  Walker  was,  immediately 
fent  letters  of  credit  to  their  friends  at 
St.  Malo’s  ;who  fent  to  this  gentleman 
tncLs  or  an  unlimited  credit,  to  be 
forwarded  for  Mr.  Walker  at  Brcft, 
with  diredions  to  purchafe  his  and 
any  two  of  his  officer’s  liberty  whom 
he  ffiould  chufe,  and  to  offer  for  them 
two  prifoners  for  one.  I  cannot  help 
here  making  an  obfervation,  on  the 
Fiench  manners  before  we  take  leave 
of  their  country,  that  tho’  their  com- 
plaifance  on  the  fb  ft  acquaintance  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  expreffion  of  a  firft- 
fighted  friendffiip,  for  they  never  fup- 
poie  ill  of  a  character  introduced  to 
them,  whereas  the  Engliffiman,  who 
is  as  civil  in  the  end,  always  with¬ 
holds  his  till  he  is  allured  you  deferve 
it  ;  yet  when  they  receive  any  more 
certain  intelligence  of  the  worth  of 
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their  new  acquaintance,  they  double 
that  civility  to  a  pitch  almod  incon¬ 
ceivable  to  thofe  who  have  not  taded 
the  growth  of  it,  like  their  fruits,  in 
its  own  country)  for  it  certainly  lofes 
much  itl  the  tranfplanting  :  fo  this 
gentleman  from  an  eafy  politenefs, 
which  was  before  very  engaging,  took 
on  him  at  once  the  endearing  famili¬ 
arity  of  a  friend,  in  filled  on  our  Tup¬ 
ping,  lying,  and  in  fhort  living  at  his 
houfe  whilft  we  daid  at  Morlaix.  And 
he  certainly  was  in  earned: ;  for  tho’ 
with  great  difficulty  Mr.  Walker  got 
off  that  part  of  the  invitation,  which 
he  imagined  might  be  mod  trouble- 
fome  to  him,  that  of  lying  at  his 
houfe  )  yet  he  kept  us  to  fupper,  and 
afterwards  conducted  us  to  other  en¬ 
tertainments,  all  of  which  were  hofpi- 
table  and  elegant.  Perhaps  it  may 
be  laid  the  complaifance  paid  to  us 

was 
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was  in  refpedl  to  the  letters  of  his  cor- 
refpondents  at  St.  Maloes  (I  did  not 
fee  them)  or  a  policy  to  recommend 
the  fpirit  of  his  country  to  our  re¬ 
membrance  and  report  in  our  own. 
If  fo  it  was  a  public  fpirit :  but  make 
what  excufe  you  will  for  politenefs,  it 
is  in  itfelf  fo  humanely  elegant  and 
good,  efpecially  to  ftrangers  in  a 
foreign  country,  and  enemies  too, 
that,  like  virtue,  it  is  intrinfic  in  itfelf, 
let  the  motive  from  whence  it  comes 
be  what  it  will.  Mr.  Walker  gene- 
roully  made  ufe  of  this  his  new-gotten 
credit  to  the  general  fervice  of  his 
friends.  Every  gentleman  prefent  or 
left  behind  at  our  inn  took  what  par¬ 
ticular  fum  he  wanted,  the  yacht  was 
paid  for,  other  neceffary  money  taken; 
and  thus  every  man  with  money  in 
his  pocket,  we  returned  to  our  king’s 
arms ;  where  the  poor  Jew  was  paid 
2  his 
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his  money  and  the  golden  wedge,  and 
the  generous  landlord  had  ample  re¬ 
ward  and  refpedt  paid  him  in  return, 
during  our  ftay  at  Morlaix.  The 
cartel  fhip  fet  fail  in  four  days,  with 
her  numbers  packed  like  bale  goods 
in  her  hold.  Our  ftay  in  getting  our 
new  veflel  fitted  up  was  eight  days: 
but  how  great  was  our  opinion  of 
French  hofpitality  yet  raifed,  after  the 
former  civility  of  the  French  mer¬ 
chant,  to  find  it  carried  even  beyond 
the  limits  of  his  own  houfe.  The 
yaul,  as  foon  as  ready,  was  found 
ftored  with  wines  of  various  kinds  and 
the  beft  forts,  fweet-meats,  cakes,  ■ 
frefli  provifions,  eggs,  fowls,  hams, 
&c.  more  than  fufficientfor  our  num¬ 
ber  and  voyage. 

Whilft  we  were  taking  leave  of 
this  generous  benefa&or,  with  fuch 
expreffions  of  thanks  as  were  the  befi: 

evidence 
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evidence  of  our  gratitude,  he  flipt  a 
letter  of  unlimited  credit  into  Mr. 
Walkers  hands,  in  cafe  of  our  being 
put  back  into  any  port  in  France.  We 
fet  fail  from  Morlaix,  February  15, 
1745.  But  the  veil'd  having  lain 
fome  time  in  the  fun,  and  her  feams 
not  having  been  properly  or  well 
caulked,  a  matter  wherein  the  com¬ 
mon  workman’s  honeilydid  not  equal 
their  better’s  politenefs,  we  ftruck 
over  to  the  ifland  Guernfey,  the  wind 
taking  us  fhort  and  the  weather 
flormy.  There,  not  being  willing  to 
fpare  time  for  repairing  the  faults  of 
our  yacht,  Mr. Walker  being  at  all  times 
more  appreheniive  of  the  bottom  of 
his  fbip  than  that  of  his  men,  he  fold 
her  at  but  one  guinea  lofs.  From 
thence  we  fet  fail  in  an  Englifh  veiTel, 
and  arrived  all  fafe  and  well  at  Wey¬ 
mouth,  February  28th,  and  Mr.Wal- 
•3  her 
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ker  went  by  land  to  Dartmouth, 
which  he  reached  March  the  ad. 

I  believe  every  officer  and  gentle¬ 
man  paid  Mr.  Walker’s  fervices  the 
thanks  they  owed  him,  in  the  men¬ 
tioning  of  his  name.  I  have  had  the 
pleafure  to  hear  Mr.  Walker  fay,  that 
every  Shilling  he  had  advanced  on  his 
own  credit  to  the  various  gentlemen 
and  others  at  Morlaix  was  with  ho¬ 
nour  and  due  punctuality  returned  to 
him. 

I  muft  not  forget,  that  at  Guern- 
ley  we  found  on  the  ffiand  the  main- 
top-maft  of  the  Victory,  which  was 
loft,  with  her  mark,  and  the  name 
ViSlory  on  it.  I  mention  this,  as  I 
have  very  lately  heard  it  doubted, 
whether  any  proofs  of  her  being 
wrecked  had  come  on  fhore. 
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The  Boscawen. 


CHAP.  I. 

The  equipment  of  the  Bofcawen 
private  fhip  of  war ;  an  attempt 
made  to  feduce  the  men,  and  the 
confequences  thereof. 

MR.  Walker’s  coming  to  Dart¬ 
mouth  fo  much  fooner  than 
was  expedted  was  an  agreeable  fur- 
prife  to  his  owners  ;  who,  having  re- 
purchafed  the  Mars,  were  already  fit¬ 
ting  her  out  againft  his  arrival  for  a 

new 
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new  cruife  with  the  Bofcawen  ;  whofc 
captain  being  accufed  by  his  own  peo¬ 
ple  of  ill  conduct  in  the 

engagement 

with  the  French  frigate  before  men¬ 
tioned,  and  now  having  brought  in  his 
fhip  before  the  time  of  her  cruife  was 
finifhed,  had  altogether  fo  incurred 
their  difpleafure,  as  to  be  difcarded 
from  any  further  command.  Mr. 
Walker,  as  he  thought  the  Mars,  tho’ 
a  fine  and  fiout  fhip,  a  flow  failor, 
now  made  choice  of  the  Bofcawen; 
and  the  command  of  the  Mars  was 
given  to  Mr.  John  Bowden,  who  had 
been  Mr.  Walker’s  firft  lieutenant. 
The  Bofcawen  had  been  a  French 
man  of  war,  and  the  firft,  we  took 
from  the  enemy  in  the  laft  war,  cal¬ 
led  the  Medea,  taken  by  captain  Bof¬ 
cawen,  now  admiral ;  a  prime  failor, 
of  beautiful  conftrudion  ;  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifteen  feet  in  her  keel,  and 
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thirty  eight  feet  in  her  beam,  mounted 
originally  twenty  eight  guns,  nine 
pounders,  but  was  altered  by  Mr. 
Walker  to  thirty  guns,  twelve  and 
nine  pounders  upon  one  deck,  having 
on  board  three  hundred  and  fourteen 
men. 

While  lire  was  fitting  out,  feamen 
flocked  from  all  quarters  to  enter  on 
board j  but  an  accident  happened  here, 
which  I  have  thought  delerves  a  re¬ 
lation. 

Some  perfons  of  Exeter,  particu¬ 
larly  Mr.  Coats,  brother  to  the  gentle¬ 
man  of  the  fame  name  whom  Mr. 
Walker  had  releafed  from  the  French 
prifon,  and  brought  with  him  to  Eng¬ 
land,  fitting  out  at  the  lame  time  two 
private  fhips  of  war,  the  Exeter  and 
George,  one  of  their  captains,  Mr. 
Tailor,  finding  what  crouds  of  feamen 
flocked  to  Dartmouth,  while  they 

were 
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were  in  great  want  of  men  at  Exeter, 
thought  of  a  ftratagem  to  bring  over 
fome  of  the  Bofcawen’s  men  ;  which 
was  that  of  pretending  his  owners 
had  a  tranfport  fhip  to  fend  off  with 
felons,  fome  of  whom  he  faid 
had  efcaped  from  them,  and  entered 
on  board  the  Bofcawen;  and  fo  begged 
leave  to  fearch  the  fhip  under  that 
colour,  to  take  opportunity  of  redu¬ 
cing  away  our  men.  Mr.  Walker 
immediately  gave  orders  to  his  com¬ 
manding  officer  for  liberty  to  Mr. 
Tailor  of  going  on  board,  declaring 
he  meant  no  protection  to  fuch  peo¬ 
ple.  The  artifice  fo  far  fucceeded  ; 
but  his  power  of  bribing  not  going 
farther  than  the  opportunity  of  fpeak- 
ing  to  two  or  three  of  the  men,  thefe 
took  fome  guineas  from  him,  and 
promifed  to  bring  with  them  a  greater 
number,  having  ffipulated  for  the 

F  3  pro- 
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promifed  reward.  Among  thefe  was 
one  John  Cabel,  the  principal.  When 
Mr.  Tailor  had  taken  leave,  as  not 
finding  any  of  the  felons  pretended 
to  be  inquired  after,  John  Cabel  ap¬ 
pointed  feventeen  of  the  men,  whom 
he  picked  out  for  his  purpofe,  to  meet 
him  at  a  place  of  rendezvous.  The 
gang  being  met,  Cabel,  who  was  a  re¬ 
markable  punfter  and  the  wit  of  the 
crew,  addrelfed  his  comrades,  (the 
Ipesch  I  had  given  me  written  by 
hirnfelf,  nothing  altered  except  fome 
liberties  we  have  taken  in  the  fpel- 
ling)  “  Gentlemen,  you  know  my 
name  is  Cabel,  you’ll  fay  a  good  name 
for  a  failor;  well,  gentlemen,  if 
you’ll  trull  to  this  cabel,  it  fhall  be  a 
jheet  cabel  of  profit  to  you.  There 
has  been  a  poor  taylor  on  board  our 
noble  captain’s  fhio,  endeavouring  to 
take  meafure  of  our  loyalty  to  the 

noble 
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noble  captain ;  that  is,  gentlemen,  to 
lift  us  in  the  fervice  of  one  Mr.  Coats . 
Now  my  boys,  to  fuit  him  in  his  own 
cut,  fuppofe  we  patch  up  a  kind  of  a 
fcheme  to  be  paid  for  work  we  {hall 
never  do,  and  then  Jheer  off.  I  have 
got  three  guineas  here,  with  which 
we  will  to  night  make  merry,  and 
then  think  upon  it  to-morrow.”  This 
oration  was  received  with  an  huzza 
of  applaufe,  and  every  man  followed 
his  leader.  At  the  {pending  the  money, 
when  infpired  by  the  goodnefs  of  the 
ale,  they  devifed  a  fcheme  to  go  to 
Mr.  Tailor  at  Exeter,  every  hand 
to  take  his  money,  and  then  bring 
off  mod  of  the  men  already  inlifted 
with  him,  to  compleat  the  number 
then  ftill  wanted  for  the  Bofcawen  ; 
tc  for  which  we  fhall  again,  fays  the 
politic  Cabel,  be  rewarded  by  our 
worthy  mailers  at  home.”  The  re- 
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mainder  of  the  money  carried  them 
all  to  Exeter ;  where  having  fo  far  put 
tneir  fcheine  in  execution  as  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  money  for  entering,  three 
guineas  each  man,  a  countryman  of 
the  place  who  faw  them  enter  and 
heard  captain  Tailor  brag  of  his  arti¬ 
fice,  coming  to  Dartmouth,  immedi¬ 
ately  acquainted  Mr.  Walker  with 
this  circumftance.  He  calling  a  mutter 
of  his  men,  and  finding  the  number 
miffing,  was  juftly  enraged  at  the  low 
tunning  of  Mr.  Tailor;  and  fent  off 
an  officer  and  party  of  men,  with  di¬ 
rections,  for  the  prefent  only,  to  fee 
whether  they  were  his  men,  and  to 
fend  an  exprefs  of  it  to  him  ;  which 
coming  the  next  morning  with  a  con¬ 
firmation  <c  that  they  were,”  Mr. 
Walker  immediately  went  poft  to  Exe¬ 
ter,  and  took  hisfurgeon  with  him,  in 
cale  of  any  accident  happening  among 

the 
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the  men,  which  might  want  his  aflif- 
tance.  But  the  renowned  Cabel  and 
his  men,  having  from  the  party  fent 
before,  got  fome  intelligence  of  Mr. 
Walker’s  coming,  planted  themfelves 
to  meet  him,  about  a  mile  from  the 
city;  where  they  flopped  the  chaife 
and  gave  him  three  cheers,  when  Mr. 
Cabel  fteppi ng  foremoft  began  a  fpeech : 
“  Noble  Sir,  we  hope  you  do  not 
doubt  our  honour;  we  are  true,  Sir, 
and  that  you  fhall  fee  if  you  let  us 
alone  a  little  to  ourfelves ;  you  fhall  fee 
we  will  man  you  out  immediately, 
with  all  the  belb  men  on  board  the 
Exeter.  Do,  Sir,  trull  to  my  manage¬ 
ment.  By  G — we  are  men  of  drift 
honour,  but  we  love  money  and  a 
joke,  the  two  bed  things  in  the  world 
next  to  a  whore  and  fighting.”  Mr. 
Walker  feeing  fome  humour  and  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  fellow’s  manner  of  ex- 
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preffion,  could  not  tell  what  to  make 
of  the  whole,  but  ordered  them  to 
meet  him  at  the  Swan,  where  he 
would  fet  up.  On  his  way  thither, 
tho’  under  no  neceffity  of  being  be¬ 
holden  for  a  man  of  theirs  to  fit  out 
his  own  (hip,  it  being  pretty  near 
compleated  as  to  numbers ;  yet  he 
confidered,  that  as  his  proprietors  were 
equipping  the  Mars  and  Dartmouth, 
which  wanted  men,  and  were  in  every 
other  refpeft  almofl:  ready  for  the  fea, 
he  would,  if  pofiible,  bring  oft  what 
men  he  could,  in  order  to  requite  the 
very  ungenteel  treatment  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  Mr.  Tailor.  When  he 
came  to  his  inn,  he  met  there  his  of¬ 
ficers  and  former  gang,  who  ac¬ 
quainted  him  that  his  men  were  real¬ 
ly  honeft  to  him,  but  had  been 
aboard  the  other  (hips  lying  at  Top- 
fham,  where  they  had  received  both 
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money  and  cloaths  ;  and  that  they 
could,  if  he  pleafed,  bring  away  moft 
of  the  whole  crew.  Before  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  had  well  refreffied  himfelf,  the 
feventeen  men  alfo  came  up ;  but,  be¬ 
ing  met  by  Mr.  Coate’s  clerk,  a  French 
gentleman,  who  alfo  had  got  notice 
of  Mr.  Walker’s  arrival,  at  the  ren¬ 
dezvous,  were  very  paffionately  ac- 
cofted  by  him,  and  ordered  to  get 
to  their  ffiip  ;  as  for  Mr.  Tailor,  he 
never  once  appeared.  “  Get  you 
ways,  you  rafcals,  fays  the  French 
clerk;  you  fhall  all  be  taken  prifoners 
in  de  country  here,  if  you  do  not  go 
on  board  to  your  own  quarters  in  de 
fhip.”  By  this  time  Mr.  Walker  hav- 
ing  hgnified  his  confent  to  his  officer,, 
and  he  again  giving  the  men  an  hint, 
a  fingle  wink  had  been  enough,  like 
a  word  to  the  wife,  away  they  in 
feeming  duty  fped  on  board, 
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Mr.  Walker  feeing  this  new  kind 
of  claim  to  his  men  fo  audacioufly  fet 
up  even  in  his  prefence,  could  not 
help  growing  angry,  tho’  he  for  a 
time  permitted  it  ->  and  upon  inquiry 
finding  the  French  petit-commandant 
to  be  clerk  to  Mr.  Coats,  he  fent  a 
mefiage  to  Mr.  Coats,  that  he  would 
be  glad  to  fpeak  with  him.  Mr.  Coats 
immediately  defired  his  company  at 
his  houfe,  where  he  at  the  firft  inter¬ 
view  exprefled  great  obligations  for 
the  favour  Mr.  Walker  had  fhewn 
his  brother,  repeating  the  circum- 
rtance  we  have  already  mentioned 5  but 
Mr.  Walker,  who  had  his  bread:  full 
of  other  bufinefs  to  be  fettled,  anfwer- 
ed,  he  had  no  compliments  to  pay  in 
return,  and  would  receive  none  from 
him ;  and  then  fet*  forth  his  com¬ 
plaints  of  Mr.  Tailor’s  behaviour. 
Mr.  Coats  allured  him  of  his  igno¬ 
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ranee  of  the  matter,  as  a  buiinefs  in- 
tirely  left  to  the  officer  they  trufted 
to.  “  Yes,  Sir,  replies  Mr.  Walker, 
but  if  your  officer  has  made  a  wrong 
ftep,  you  and  the  other  owners  mull 
abide  the  confequences.”  Mr.  Coats 
then  offered  him  his  own  men  back. 

“  No,  Sir,  fays  Mr.  Walker  again,  ’tis 
the  affront  done  my  Chip,  in  the  {educ¬ 
tion  of  my  men,  that  I  am  angry  at. 
I’ll  not  have  a  man  returned  me  thro’ 
compulfion :  but  my  officer  here 
fhall,  with  your  leave,  go  on  board 
with  a  hngle  guinea  ;  and  as  many  as 
will  follow  that,  to  drink  my  health, 
I  will  never  part  with.”  Leave  be-, 
ing  given  and  taken  on  all  fides,  the 
officer  was  fent  aboard  5  but  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  foon  after  had  information  given 
him,  that  fome  of  the  proprietors,  or 
fome  adting  perfon  under  them,  had 
firft  fent  a  round  of  two  guineas 
6 


more 
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more  to  each  man  of  the  feventeen  ; 
and  their  own  men  infixing  on  the 
hke,  they  gave  them  alfo  the  fame, 
fjemg  in  number  upwards  of  an  hun¬ 
dred  men.  This  no  doubt  gave  Mr  ' 
Walker  frefla  uneafinefs,  as  he  now 
began  to  fear  for  the  fteadinefs  of  his 
men.  And  tho  he  had  power  of  out¬ 
bidding  any  price,  yet  confiderin*  the 
lefs  a  victory  cods  the  greater  it  k,  he 
refolved  to  wait  the  iffiue.  Tobefhort 
Mr.  Walker’s  officer  went  on  board! 
threw  down  the  guinea;  three  huz¬ 
zas  were  fent  round  the  ffiip,  to 
Walker  and  the  Bofcawen  for  ever, 
and  a  compleat  hundred  men,  inclu¬ 
ding  the  feventeen,  followed  him  out 
of  the  ffiip.  Mr.  Walker  getting 
notice,  that  all  the  men  were  coming 
affiore,  haftened  to  them  and  met 
them  juft  landed  ;  and  inftead  of  con¬ 
ducing  them,  was  himfelf  by  them 

con- 
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conduced  to  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
with  afufficient  compliment  of  huzzas 
thro’  crouds  of  fpeCtators,  who,  all  in- 
quifitive  of  the  caufe,  were  foon  in¬ 
truded,  fo  as  to  form  a  right  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  matter,  by  the  induftrious 
explanations  of  the  victorious  Cabel 


and  his  crew. 

Towards  evening,  a  gentleman  of 


the  town,  who  was  fome  civil  officer, 
and  the  fame  French  clerk,  came  to 
Mr.  Walker,  and  infifted,  in  the  pro¬ 
prietors  names,  on  Mr.  Walker’s  fend-  1 
ing  back  their  men ;  “  that  on  refufal  | 
the  army,  as  there  then  was  a  regi¬ 
ment  in  the  town,  fhould  be  fent  for 
to  force  him.”  This  language  little 
prevailed  on  a  gentleman  whofe  me- 
thod  it  was,  as  he  laid,  “  When  he  i 
drew  his  fword,  to  throw  away  the  1 
fcabbard  }  and  that  his  refolution  was  j 
to  ftand  by  the  men,  who  would  do 
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fo  by  him  ;  that  ail  who  could  fight 
their  way  he  would  carry  off,  the  reft 
they  might  keep.”  He  then  immedi¬ 
ately  gave  orders,  as  there  was  a  wood 
adjacent,  that  every  man  Ihould  cut 
down  agoodfappling,  which,  as  he  faid 
he  fuppofed  they  could  give  the  army  no 
commifiion  to  fire,  would  be  aweapon 
eafier  managed  than  the  butt  end  of 
a  mulket.  This  order  was  with  great 
expedition  complied  with  j  and  fome 
who  were  Hercules’s  in  zeal,  provid¬ 
ed  themfelves  with  clubs  greater  than 
their  abilities  could  wield.  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  foon  got  them  back  again  in  order 
into  an  out-houfe  in  the  inn  to  fup- 
per ;  where  the  guinea  was  firft  drank 
in  form,  w’hich  wras  the  only  money 
they  would  admit  to  be  fpent  on  them, 
every  man  having  guineas  of  his  own 
in  his  pocket.  Here  they  provided 
themfelves  with  fiddles  and  other  di- 

verfions 
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verfions  of  the  night ;  at  the  relation 
of  which  I  could  venture,  as  an  en¬ 
tertainment  again  for  the  reader;  if  it 
did  not  deviate  from  the  bufinefs  of 
the  ftory. 

Mr.  Walker  fat  up  in  the  houfe  all 
night,  in  cafe  of  any  difturbance  or 
furprife  ;  and  having  in  the  mean  time 
fecured  all  the  hack-hories  in  the 
town,  againfl  morning,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  about  feventy,  he,  after  break- 
faft,  about  eight  o’  clock,  led  off  the 
men  regularly  by  the  boatfwain’s  call, 
and  went  himfelf  into  his  pofl-chaife 
at  the  end  of  the  town,  where  he 
had  ordered  it  with  the  horfes,  the 
men  mounting  themfelves  to  the  bed: 
advantage.  They  who  firfl  could 
get  on  horfe  and  ride  off,  were  hap- 
pieft,  fomet'rnes  two  got  but  one  horfe 
between  them  ;  and  fometimes  a  third 
contended  for  a  third  (hare ;  and 
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they  who  could  not  get  any  /hare  of 
his  back  laid  claim  to  the  tail.  But 
here  it  was  immediately  neceflary  for 
Mr.  Walker,  in  common  humanity 
to  hoife-fle/h,  to  give  a  new  order. 


counter  to  the  preceding  one  of  the 
evening  before,  “That  each  man 
/hould  throw  away  his  club  of  de¬ 
fence,  and  take  to  him  in  its  place  a 
fwitch  of  expedition;  elfe  certainly 
they  would  have  knocked  down  one 
half  of  their  horfes,  or  broke  their 
bones,  ere  half  their  journey  had 
been  performed.”  Which  order  alfo, 
by  diiinounting  many  a  cavalier,  gave 
a  new  chance  to  all  parties  flowing 
themfelves  more  regularly  upon  the 

decks.  Never  fure  was  officer  attend¬ 
ed  with  better  hearts,  and  yet  fo  out 
of  character,  as  Mr.  Walker  was  at 
this  time  by  his  Tailors  turned  cavalry. 
All  who,  except  his  own  party  and  a 

few 
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few  who  ftaid  with  him,  thro’  the 
defire  of  their  horfes  or  badnefs  of 


their  riding,  flew  forward  in  a  cloud 
of  duft,  like  a  kind  of  marine  Hufl'arsj 


fo  that  the  poft-chaife  and  four  horfes, 
tho’  going  at  its  ufual  courfe,  after  the 


rate  of  ten  knots  an  hour,  dropped 


aftern.  This  great  expedition,  befides 


the  natural  love  of  making  ufe  of  a 
fair  wind,  which  is  their  opinion  of 
jockylhip,  as  long  as  the  beaft  has  a 


breath  of  wind  under  them,  was 
meant  chiefly  as  a  compliment  to  Mr. 
Walker,  to  get  dinner  ready  againfi 
his  coming  to  the  inn  ;  at  which  they 

intended  to  bait,  and  whither  a  fmall 
party,  by  order  of  Cabel,  had  been 
difpatched  with  provifions  over  night, 
trufting  to  the  inn  for  fome  additions. 
They  of  the  moft  elegant  tafte  among 
them  having  laid  their  heads  together 
to  confult  the  gentility  of  the  table. 
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as  it  was  their  good  luck  to  find  it 
market-day,  fet  him  down,  his  lieu¬ 
tenant,  furgeon,  and  the  landlady  at 
the  end  of  the  table,  in  good  hofpita- 
lity  to  a  leg  of  pork  and  cabbage  at 
the  head,  a  boiled  buttock  of  beef  and 
carrots  at  the  foot,  a  boiled  leg  of  mut¬ 
ton  and  turnips  on  one  fide,  a  roafted 
fhoulder  and  potatoes  on  the  other, 
and  a  peafe-pudding  in  the  middle. 
At  the  top  of  the  fecond  courfe  was 
a  hind  quarter  of  lamb  boiled  with 
fpinnage,  and  three  or  four  loins 
broiled  in  chops  heaped  around  it,  a 
fit  loin  of  beef  roafted  at  the  bottom  j 
apple-pie  on  one  fide,  apple-dump¬ 
lings  on  the  other,  and  a  huge  plumb¬ 
pudding  in  the  middle.  As  this  was 
meant  a  general  treat,  happy  was  the 
jack,  as  they  would  all  wait  and  fhew 
their  fervice,  who  could  give  their 
captain  a  glafs  of  wine;  tho’  the  moft 
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of  them  as  yet  knew  him  only  by  the 
report  of  their  fellows,  which  is  a 
furer  chara&er  to  them  than  a  certi¬ 
ficate  from  the  lords  of  the  admiralty. 
And  as  the  humour  could  not  be  pre¬ 
vented,  Mr.  Walker  entered  into  it 
with  a  fpirit  that  kept  up  his  own 
character,  and  yet  gained  their  edeetn 
of  his  affability.  Of  which,  notwith- 
danding  their  own  roughnefs,  they 
are  as  good  judges  as  any  people  in 
the  world,  and  can  as  well  didin- 
guifh  an  exadtnefs  of  command  from 
feverity.  But  to  return  to  the  table : 
Mr.  Walker,  after  drinking  fome  ge¬ 
neral  toads,  which  were  condantly 
attended  with  three  cheers  in  the  place 
of  mufick,  and  making  them  many 
offers  of  wine,  &c.  in  return  to  their 
hearty  invitation,  all  which  thro' 
downright  liberality  of  foul  were  re- 
fufed,  at  lad  thought  of  a  prefent,  of 

which 
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which  they  accepted  as  a  very  necef- 
fary  one,  tho’  yet  unthought  of,  that 
of  a  dinner  to  each  of  their  horfes: 
fo  ordering  half  a  peck  to  each  horfe, 
the  whole  company  were  all  at  one 
time  happy  in  gcod  entertainment ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fign-poft, /cr  man  and 
horfe. 

Among  the  obligations  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  owed  to  his  men,  I  cannot  forget 
one  favour  aiked  of  them  ;  and  which 
was  in  their  turn  ftridtly  obferved,  to 
a  wonder  you  will  fay,  and  that  was, 
“that  no  man  fhould  get  drunk,  but 

Ov-tters 

come  to  their  pa 


fober.”  I 
have  dwelled  upon  thefe  particulars 
I  hope  not  too  long,  to  fliew  that  an 
cvennefs  of  command  will  generally 
guide  thefe  kind  of  men  to  a  (frid: 
obfervance  of  orders ;  which  happy 
art  of  directing  has  been  the  great 
charaderiftic  of  the  gentleman  we 

fpeak 


VOYAGES.  n9 

{peak  of ;  and  proved  his  own  and 
men’s  deliverance  in  the  courfe  of  his 
command  more  than  once.  The 
time  of  departing  being  come,  the  ca¬ 
valcade  fet  out  anew.  Mr.  Walker, 
and  fome  invalids  in  that  part  to 
which  nature  has  appointed  the  office 
of  giving  reft  to  all  other  parts  of  the 
body,  bringing  up  the  rear,  the  whole 
corps  arrived  fafe  before  night,  at  Dart¬ 
mouth  ;  without  one  defertion,  with¬ 
out  one  man’s  being  in  liquor,  with¬ 
out  one  accident,  except  fome  tum¬ 
bles  over  the  fore-caftle  of  the  horfe, 
or  a  flip  or  two  off  the  ffern. 

We  muft  end  this  chapter  with  ob- 
ierving,  that  ever  after  this  accident, 
Mr.  Cabel  had  great  deference  and  re- 
fpedt  paid  him  among  the  crew,  for 
his  judgment  and  fagacity ;  and  he 
made  a  good  failor  and  brave  fellow, 
till  like  fome  other  great  men,  he  fell 
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at  1  aft  a  real  prey  to  gold.  Of  which 
in  its  place ;  and  thus  the  Bofcawen 
was  at  once  fitted  out  with  a  number 
of  picked  men  for  the  enfuing  cruife : 
in  which  as  they  were  all  deferving 
(harers,  fo  we  may  fay,  that  each  con¬ 
tributed  to  its  fuccefs. 
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The  firft  cruife  of  the  Bofcawen 
private  {hip  of  war,  her  taking  the 
Martinico  fleet,  and  her  return  to 
Briftol. 

TH  E  Bofcawen  being  ready  for 
thefea,  Mr.  Walker  chofe  not  to 
wait  either  for  the  Mars  or  Dart¬ 
mouth  ;  and  accordingly  on  April  the 
19th,  1745,  we  failed  from  Dart¬ 
mouth,  perhaps,  the  moft  ccmpleat 
privateer  ever  fent  from  England. 

Among  the  leveral  amendments 
and  alterations,  contrived  in  her  by 
Mr.  Walker,  for  the  convenience  of 
engaging  and  other  matters  ;  I  can¬ 
not  help  taking  notice  of  one,  which 
might  be  of  infinite  fervice  in  general. 

•  Vol.  I.  G  as 
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as  particularly  inflrumental  to  ourfuc- 
cefs.  This  was  an  intire  new  con- 
fir  udtion  of  our  quarters  j  as  they  were 
here  railed  with  elm,  in  the  place  of 
nettings,  man  high  and  fmall  fhot- 
proof,  with  a  llep  below  for  the 
marines  to  mount  on  and  fire,  and 
then  Hand  off  again  to  load.  By  this 
means  the  fhip  was  always  ready  for 
an  engagement,  and  could  not  be  fur- 
prifed  ;  whereas,  the  bufinefs  in  other 
fhips  of  fitting  up  their  hammocks 
throws  the  men  into  an  hurry  ;  whilft 
the  time  thereby  taken  up  could  be 
better  ufed  in  other  difpofitions  of  af¬ 
fairs,  too  much  hafiened  over ;  if  nor, 
too  often  neglefted.  I  have  heard  an 
obje&ion  made  at  home  to  this  con¬ 
trivance  ;  which,  lead  it  may  be  again 
flarted,  I  will  anfwer :  “  That  the 

large  fhot  may  tear  the  planks  to 
pieces,  and  the  fplinters  hurt  the  men 

worfe 
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worfe  than  the  fmall  fhot  could  do.” 
The  elm  yields  to  the  large  balls, 
which  leave  an  hole  fo  fmall,  the  elm 
fwelling  back  to  its  place,  as  lea  ice 
afterwards  to  be  believed  the  palTage 
of  the  ball,  without  ever  fplintering. 
This  Mr.  Walker  firft  proved,  before 
.  he  fet  them  up  :  but  I  fpeak  from  a 
further  knowledge  of  feeing  them  ex¬ 
perienced. 

May  the  23d,  in  the  evening,  we 
fell-in  with  the  Sheernefs  private  fbip 
of  war,  Captain  Parnell,  of  twenty  two 
guns;  who  kept  us  company  for  the 
night.  By  break  of  day  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  in  latitude  forty-fix  and  forty- 
feven,  longitude  fourteen  and  fifty 
weft  from  the  Lizard,  we  made  eight 
fail  of  fhips,  to  which  we  gave  chace; 
and  we  going  much  better  than  the 
Sheernefs,  left  her  fo  far  behind,  that 
flie  could  not  fo  much  as  come  up  to 
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vis,  or  be  of  any  affiftance  during  the 
enfuing  adtion.  About  nine  o’clock 
the  enemy  formed  a  line,  and  waited 
our  coming  up  j  we  then  drawing 
nearer,  faw  they  were  all  fhips  of 
force  :  and  tho’  on  our  fide  every 
thing  was  prepared  for  engaging  ;  yet 
I  believe,  not  a  man  in  the  fhip 
thought  of  coming  to  one,  the  Sheer- 
nefs  being  quite  aftern.  Mr.  Walker 
then,  perhaps  perceiving  fome  fuf- 
pence  among  his  officers,  as  waiting 
his  determination,  delivered  himfelf  to 
us,  nearly  in  thefe  words :  “  Gentle¬ 
men,  I  hope  you  do  not  think  the 
number  of  prizes  before  us  too  many. 
Be  affined  by  their  being  armed  they 
have  fcmething  on  board  them  worth 
defending:  fori  take  them  to  be  mer¬ 
chantmen  with  letters  of  marque,  and 
homeward-bound  ;  without  doubt  we 
fhall  meet  with  fome  oppolition  ;  in 

which 
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which  I  have  not  the  lead  doubt 
of  your  courage  :  but  I  fee  we  mud 
here  conquer  alio  by  a  mader-ffiip  of 
ikiil.  Be  cool,  and  recolieCt  every 
man  his  bed  fenfes  :  for  as  we  drall 
be  prefled  on  all  fides,  let  every  man 
do  his  bed  in  engaging  the  enemy  he 
fees  before  him ;  and  then  one  fide 
need  not  fear  or  take  thought  for  the 
other.  In  a  word,  gentlemen,  if  you 
give  me  your  voices  for  my  leading 
you  on,  I  pawn  my  life  to  you,  I  will 
bring  you  off  victorious.”  Being  le- 
conded  by  a  fpirit  of  approbation 
throughout  the  whole  fhip,  which 
could  not  but  elevate  his  own  courage, 
he  then  made  the  proper  difpofition 
of  his  officers,  giving  them  dridt  orders 
that,  let  them  receive  what  fire  they 
might  from  the  other  fihips,  they 
fhould  not  fire  a  Angle  gun,  till  he 
gave  the  word.”  So  bore  up  direClly 

G  3  to 
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to  the  larger  fhip  of  the  enemy  j 

(which,  by  her  throwing  out  fignals 
to  the  others,  he  judged  to  be  the 
commodore)  well  knowing  that  no- 
tiiirsg  promifed  him  fuccefs  fo  much 
as  attacking  clofe. 

I  forgot  to  mention,  that  notwith¬ 
standing  the  Shortnefs  of  the  time 
Since  we  reft  England,  we  had  up- 
wards  of  fixty  of  our  men  on  the  fick- 
,hft.  Thefe,  all  except  three,  crawled 
up  upon  deck,  and  tho’ of  little  Ser¬ 
vice,  yet  would  they  at  lead  behold 
the  adtion. 

we  were  coming  up  to  the  ene- 
m>'»  "'^h  all  our  fails  fet,  the  whole 
number  of  Ships  kept  firing  their 
ftern-chace  at  us ;  by  which  we  loft 
our  mizen-top-maft,  and  had  our 
r*S&*ug  much  Shattered.  When  we 
came  up  to  the  Hern  moll  Shipp  we 
received  her  broadfide  and  tbofe 

of 
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of  the  two  fliips  next  to  her,  as  we 
pafled  them,  without  returning  a 
fmgle  gun  ;  making  up  to  the  com¬ 
modore  in  the  center.  And  now 
about  eleven  o’clock  getting  clofe 
to  him  we  began  the  engagement, 
pouring  our  broadfide  full  into  him. 
This  was  as  fully  returned,  he  hav¬ 
ing  a  flout  fhip  of  twenty-four 
suns :  They  then  broke  their  line 
of  battle,  and  attacked  us,  two  on 
each  fide,  and  one  athwart  our  fore¬ 
foot.  The  fternmoft  {hip  of  the  line. 
La  Vifiorie ,  which  was  the  final  left, 
of  ten  guns,  alfo  came  under  our 
ftern,  and  poured  her  broadfide  into 
us  by  way  of  raking  us ;  but  being 
injured  by  our  ftern  guns,  (lie  run  out 
of  our  reach,  and  ftruck.  Thus  was 
the  engagement  carried  on  by  five 
{hi  ps  only,  the  two,  which  were  moft 
a-head,  going  off,  and  in  this  fitua- 
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lion  was  continued  againft  us  for  a  full 
oour,  firing  our  broadfides,  from  each 
fi-:e  at  once,  upon  the  two  on  each 
quarter,  and  they  theirs  as  warmly  in- 

to  us 5  our  bow-chace  alfo  keeping 
the  one  athwart  our  fore-foot  in  good 
play  ;  we  alfo  kept  a  perpetual  firing 
ofourfrnall  arms.  Yet  was  this  en¬ 
gagement,  in  which  feveral  accidents 
•happened  to  us  chiefly  in  our  rigging, 
hi  flamed  on  our  part  without  confu- 
fion  or  any  diforder,  throughout  the 
whole.  Every  man  went  on  with  his 
o  ,v.i  bufinefs,  in  his  own  department  j 
and  the  word  of  command  was  ob- 
ferved,  with  a  regularity  almoft  incon¬ 
ceivable,  thro  the  difpofition  firft 
made  by  Mr.  Walker,  in  fixing  every 
man  to  his  proper  ftation,  with  di- 
flindt  orders  to  each  part  of  the  fhip. 
Nor  was  there  one  man  or  officer  be¬ 
haved  amifis  either  in  courage  or 
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obeying  commands ;  nor  indeed  did 
any  one  feem  to  excel  another  in 
either  ;  the  whole  appearing  rather  a 
bufinefs  conducted,  than  an  accident 
of  fighting. 

In  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
from  our  firft  engaging,  we  perceived 
the  commodore’s  Ihip  greatly  difabled, 
for  we  planted  our  greateft  fire  againft 
him,  all  his  malts  and  rigging  being 
intirely  carried  away  ;  at  length  his 
Ihip  having  received  feveral  (hots  un- 
der  water,  he  fell  back  from  under 
our  cannon,  and  (truck.  The  en¬ 
gagement  was  (till  continued  by  the 
reft.  In  lefs  than  ten  minutes  after 
ftriking,  the  Ihip  went  down.  Here 
was  a  new  fcene,  of  perfons  floating 
in  the  fea  on  various  parts  of  the 
wreck,  which  they,  who  could  attain, 
thought  themfelves  happieft  in  d't- 
ftrefs,  as  fortunate  to  lay  hold  of : 

5  this 
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tais  a  while  fufpended  the  fight. 
We  then  and  then  only  were  in  an 
hurry,  to  haflen  our  afliftance  of  the 
barge :  for  the  boats  were  intirely 
(hot  away but  we  were  foon  con¬ 
vinced  it  was  out  of  our  power,  fo 
foon  to  commence  friends ;  for  the 
four  other  fhips  feeing  our  fhip  alfo 
fo  much  hurt  in  her  rigging,  it  being 
almoft  torn  to  pieces,  renewed  their 
attack  with  greater  fu-ry  :  fo  that  we 
were  obliged  to  return  to  bufinefs  j 
whilfl:  the  poor  floaters  in  the  fea 
were  otherwife  unaflifled,  except  on¬ 
ly  by  the  boat  of  the  La  ViSloirc  -y 
which  was  immediately  hoifled  out 
to  them,  and  took  up  about  twenty 
fix  of  the  people,  faved  on  the  loofe 
yards  and  other  pieces  of  the  wreck. 
This  new  attack  lafied  very  hot  on 
both  fides,  for  near  half  an  hour,  the 
one  making  the  onfet,  as  the  lafh 
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effort  for  their  liberty ;  and  we  know¬ 
ing,  if  we  flood  the  fhock,  our  victory 
would  be  acknowledged  compleat.. 
At  lafl  one  of  the  fhips,  being  totally 
difabled,  flruckj  and  then  the  reft 
followed,  as  fall  as  they  could,  one 
after  another  ;  all  in  fhattered  plight ! 
each  of  them  having  behaved  with, 
great  courage  and  equal  refolu- 

4  •  t  »  •  1 

tion. 

By  this  time  the  Sheernefs  came 
up,  and  feeing  the  work  over,  judici- 
oufly  went  in  purfuit  of  the  other  two- 
fhips,  who  firfl  made  fail  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  engagement.  One  of 
which  fhe  took,  and  brought  back  ; 
the  other  got  off. 

The  fhips  which  flruck  to  us,  be- 
fides  the  one  taken  by  the  Sheernefs, 
were,  as  we  at  firfl  fuppofed,  all  home¬ 
ward-bound  Martinico-raen,  each 

G  6  having 
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having  a  letter  of  marque,  and  being 
a  ill  ip  of  force,  ’viz. 


Guns. 

Men, 

Duke  de  Guienne 

Captain  L’Eftourier 

18 

65 

La  Vi&oire 

Captain  Brulle 

IO 

33 

Le  Bell  Louis 

Captain  Fromentin 

H 

43 

St.  Andrees 

Captain  Gautier 

18 

54 

L'  Abraham 

Captain  Berthome 

H 

46 

La  Jeune  Marie 

Commodore,  funk 

24 

84 

The  enemy  had  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  men  killed  and  loft  j  fifty 
eight  of  whom  were  on  board  the 
Commodore,  and  fifty  five  among  the 
other  fhips.  On  our  fide  was  but  one 
man  killed,  and  feven  wounded ;  ap¬ 
parently  owing  to  the  new  conftruc- 
tion  of  our  quarters,  as  fpoke  of  be¬ 
fore.  However,  we  and  the  whole 
fleet  were  fo  difabled,  that  we  were 
obliged  to  lie  to,  for  forty  eight  hours, 
before  we  could  make  any  fail  upon 


our 


VOYAGES.  133 

our  fhip  or  thofe  of  the  enemy.  And 
now  we  had  but  few  or  none  lick 
men,  they  having  been  roufed  in  the 
courfe  of  the  addon  into  health } 
which  proves,  what  I  have  before  occa- 
fionally  obferved,  the  great  power  the 
fpirits  have  in  cures  of  the  body. 

Among  the  people  who  were  faved 
from  the  wreck  was  the  Commodore 
himfelf,  and  which  was  very  remark¬ 
able,  an  old  lady,  a  perfon  of  fome  di- 
ftindion,andwho  was  apaflengerfrom 
Martinico,  floating  at  fome  diftance 
on  a  bag  of  cotton  ;  which  had  been 
put  up  in  the  nettings,  and  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  got  loofe.  When  the 
captains  and  other  French  officers 
were  coming  on  board  our  fhip,  it 
was  told  Mr.  Walker,  that  the  Com¬ 
modore  had  been  taken  up  from  the 
wreck  ;  at  which  he  exprefled  great 
joy;  and  when  he  came  onboard, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Walker  took  him  by  the  hand 
and,  without  waiting  for  further  cere¬ 
mony,  led  him  into  his  cabin.  Here 
was  a  fcene  opened  which  requir¬ 
ed  the  exercife  of  his  own  natu¬ 
ral  humanity,  and  the  imitation  alfo 
of  the  politenefs  he  himfelf  had  met 
with  from  the  French,  when  in  the 
like  fituation.  Such  is  the  great 
change  of  things !  the  prifoner  of 
yefterday  may  be  matter  of  to-day. 
And  fuch  in  general  is  the  happy  con- 
fequences  of  generous  actions,  that 
tho’  the  firft  giver  may  not  always 
fee  their  eftedt,  yet  if  we  trace  them, 
forward,  we  fhall  feldom  find  they 
die,  but  return  their  produce  to  fome 
other  hand.  The  old  lady  was  now 
brought  into  the  cabin,  in  great  dif- 
habille  of  drefs.  She  at  once  threw 
herfelf  at  Mr.  Walker’s  feet,  and. 
wept  there  in  great  agonies ;  fearing 

£ha 
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flie  was  to  be  treated  as  cruelly  on 
board  the  Englifh  fliip,  as  (lie  had 
been  by  them  in  her  own  :  till  railed 
by  him,  and  affured  of  her  prefent 
fafety,  of  which  fhe  feemed  to  be 
more  convinced  by  his  countenance 
and  addrefs  to  her,  than  by  his  words;, 
flie  cries  out,  “And,  O  good  heavens ! 
Is  this  bloody  conqueror  a  man  of 
humanity  ?”  In  mentioning  fo  parti¬ 
cularly  the  gentlenefs  of  the  French 
to  us,  when  in  their  power,  I  ima¬ 
gined  it  might  be  fo  far  ufeful  and 
agreeable,  as  it  informed  the  readers 
of  the  manners  and  policy  of  another 
country,  in  a  fituation  of  fuperiority, 
to  thofe  below  them :  but  I  have  fe- 
veral  reafons  to  pafs  over  in  filence 
many  pafiages  of  politenefs  and  gene- 
rofity,  between  Mr.  Walker  and  his 
prifoners :  firft,  as  my  relating  them, 
will  be  little  inftru&ion  to  my  coun¬ 
try- 
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try-men,  who  do  not  fufpedt  any 
want  of  humanity  among  themfelves. 
Secondly,  as  I  do  not  apprehend  my 
work  will  be  tranflated  into  any  of  the 
neighbouring  languages,  it  will  be  no 
information  to  ftrangers.  And  laftly, 
I  know  Mr.  Walker  is  prepared  to 
quarrel  with  me,  whenever  I  fay  a 
word,  that  feems  to  throw  any  com¬ 
pliment  on  himfelf.  I  will  fay  only, 
that  Mr.  Walker  having  given  the 
Commodore  anew  fuit  of  his  cloaths, 
with  other  neceflary  equipments,  and 
the  old  lady  a  filk-night  gown,  fome 
fine  linen  waiftcoats,  cambric  night¬ 
caps,  &c.  in  which  fhe  appeared  a 
kind  of  Hermaphrodite  in  drefs,  left 
them  for  full  twenty  hours  folely  in 
poflefilon  of  his  cabin  and  ftate-room, 
giving  them  his  fieward  as  a  fervant 
to  produce  every  thing  under  his  care, 
needed  for  their  accommodation  he 

himfelf 
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himfelf  was  the  whole  time  bufied  in 
refitting  our  rigging  and  thofe  of  the 
other  fhips,  fecuring  the  prifoners,  as 
alfo  in  taking  careof  our  wounded  men, 
in  which  office  he  always  fuperintend- 
ed,  three  of  whom  afterwards  died, 
and  in  providing  for  the  fick  and 
wounded  of  the  enemy.  Upon  his 
return,  Mr.  Walker  found  his  prifon¬ 
ers  feemingly  happy  and  in  fpirits  j 
nor  did  he  appear  there  to  have  more 
command  than  the  reft,  unlefs  in  tak¬ 
ing  on  him  a  greater  direction,  to  have 
all  things  prepared  for  the  wfiole 
company  in  the  beft  manner,  having 
always  all  the  captains  and  fuper- 
cargoes  at  dinner  at  his  table.  Thus 
in  a  few  hours  no  people  could  be  to 
all  intents  in  appearance  more  in 
good  humour  than  the  prefent  com¬ 
pany,  even  to  a  degree  of  mirth.  Mr. 
Walker  had  two  French  horns  and 

t  *’ 
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other  mufick  on  board,  which  he  was 
very  fond  of,  but  ordered  them  not  to 
play  ;  as  he  apprehended  any  fhew  of 
mirth  in  him  might  look  like  an  in¬ 
attention  to  their  misfortunes.  But 
the  old  gentlewoman,  who  took  great 
pleafure  in  going  about  the  fhip,  and 
commending  among  other  things  par¬ 
ticularly  the  neatnefs  of  our  men  and 
fhip,  in  comparifion  to  thofe  of  the 
French,  feeing  them  hang  up  in  the 
ileerage,  infilled  on  their  accompany¬ 
ing  the  dinner,  as  ufual ;  and  even 
joined  the  flutes  with  her  voice  in 
finging.  In  which  art,  we  may  fay, 
fhe  was  a  great  miftrefs  by  nature. 

I  have  often  confidered  the  etymo¬ 
logy  of  the  French  word  for  unhappi- 
nefs :  they  call  it,  malheur ,  or  the  evil 
hour ;  which  denotes  their  confider- 
ation  of  it  in  a  light  of  philofophy  ; 
and  is  an  over-conforming  to  the 

Chri- 
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Chriftian-do&rine,  as  they  herein  im¬ 
ply;  “  that  fufficient  unto  the  hour 
is  the  evil  thereof.”  I  have  heard  it 
laid,  “  that  this  their  eafe  under  mif- 
iortunes  is  in  them  a  refpedt  only  for 
the  company  prefent"  If  fo. —  It 
Ipeaks  yet  greater  to  their  politenefs, 
than  any  thing  has  been  faid  for  it,  or 
any  other  inflance  can  be  given.  And 
as  I  did  not  mean,  to  carry  this  com¬ 
pliment  of  their  tempers  to  an  infen- 
libility  of  mind  ;  if  the  reader  will 
lend  attention,  we  will  give,  from 
the  words  of  the  old  lady,  her 
flory ;  which  fhe  in  a  few  days  ac¬ 
quaintance  told,  with  very  feeling 
flrokes  of  grief,  in  the  utterance. 


The 


[  1 40  ] 


The  Story  of  Madam - „ 

T  Will  not  entertain  you,  Sir,  with 
the  relation  of  my  birth,  family, 
or  the  many  circumftances  of  my 
love,  that  brought  me  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  wife.  Let  it  fuffice,  I  vir- 

tuoufly  loved  the  belt  and  moft  gene- 

•» 

rous  of  men  :  but  my  hufband  and 
felf,  being  each  of  the  younger 
branches  of  noble  families,  difobliged 
our  friends  on  both  fides  by  our  mar¬ 
rying.  He  had  been  bred  up  early 
in  the  army;  and,  having  there  gain¬ 
ed  fome  rank,  was  foon  obliged  to 
leave  me,  to  obey  the  call  of  honour 
to  his  country  ;  flattering  himfelf,  that 
by  his  fuccefs  there,  he  fhould  better 
his  fortune  for  our  happier  days :  as 
we  always  affix  happinefs  to  the  ac- 

quifition 


quifition  of  wealth.  But,  in  the  fa¬ 
mous  battle  with  your  countrymen  of 
Blenheim,  having  received  an  hutt. 


your  people  of  his  wounds.  He  left 
me  with  child;  yet,  thro’  the  excefs  of 
my  affedtion  to  him,  I  deprived  my- 


living  remembrance  of  him  brought 
to  perfection  ;  for  I  mifcarried  of  a  fon 
£t  the  end  of  eight  months,  thro’  a 
fatigue  of  travelling  to  him,  and  the 
diftrefs  of  my  mind,  in  hearing  of 
the  great  danger  he  then  was  in  ; 
fearing  left  he  had  not  a  juft  care 


did  not  die  thro’  any  want  in  that  re- 
fpedt :  for  I  reached  him  fome  weeks 


aflurance  of  the  great  generoftty  of  the 
Englifh  in  the  care  of  their  prifoners. 
He  died  within  my  arms ;  and  in  re- 
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fpedt  to  my  prefence,  and  his  own  di- 
ftindtion,  the  Englifh  buried  him  with 
the  honours  of  a  foldier. 

Thus,  in  about  nine  months  after 
our  marriage,  I  was  left  a  widow ;  and 
tho’  my  fortune  was  not  fufficient  to 
intitle  me  to  any  great  choice  of  huf- 
bands  ;  yet  I  often  further  difobliged 
my  own  relations,  in  not  fubmitting 
myfelf  a  fecond  time  to  be  difpofed  of, 
according  to  their  judgment  of  hap- 
pinefs ;  and  I  continue  his  widow  to 
this  day.  Some  months  after  my 
return  home,  a  decent  and  genteel 
woman  came  to  my  houfe,  defiring  to 
fpeak  to  ire;  who,  when  admitted, 
introduced  in  her  hand,  to  my  great 
agony  and  furprife,  an  infant  appari¬ 
tion  of  my  deceafed  hufband.  The 
poor  woman  had  no  defign  in  it ;  but 
came  only  to  inquire  about  the  certain¬ 
ty  of  his  death.  At  laft,  by  my  taking 

fuch 
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fucn  notice  of  the  child,  the  confefled 
to  me,  to  have  had  formerly  an  amour 
with  my  hufband  :  which  was  fatif- 
fadtorily  proved  to  me  to  have  been 
previous  even  to  his  firft  proteftations 
of  love  to  me,  by  the  advanced  age 
of  the  dear  little  one,  who  was  about 
five  years  old.  Upon  hearing  all  the 
circumftances  of  the  woman’s  ftory  ; 
and  finding  her  to  be  juft  intitled  to 
the  appellation  of  gentlewoman  ;  and, 
as  I  am  no  very  fafhionable  condem- 
ner  of  my  own  fex,  believing  her  to 
have  been  virtuous  and  affectionate  to 
him  ;  I  could  not  help  fympathizing 
in  the  lofs  of  the  object  of  both  our 
affections.  In  fhort,  I  immediately 
laid  hold  of  the  boy  as  my  own,  and- 
have  often  fmiled  at  myfelf  in  the  re¬ 
membrance,  abfolutely  imagining  I 
had  a  right  in  him,  and  fuch  a 
one,  as  I  dare  fay,  I  then  would  have 
I  difputed 
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difputed  with  half  my  fortune.  But 
I  found  the  conditions  of  having  him 
were  eafy,  if  I  provided  alfo  for  the 
mother  :  which  I  did,  by  immediately 
taking  them  both  into  my  family. 
The  child  foon  learned  to  look  upon 
me  as  its  better  mother  ;  and  the  real 
one,  from  my  kindnefs  to  him,  foon 
began  to  believe  that  my  claim  to  him 
was  greater  than  her  own  :  and  Ihe  to 
her  death  lived  with  me,  as  an  agree¬ 
able  companion,  and  trufty  afliftant 
in  all  my  family  affairs. 

’Tis  certain,  heaven  has  given  us 
happinefs  even  in  our  cares  and  bufi- 
nefs:  which  by  a  juft  fearch  of  it  in 
them  we  are  lure  of  finding  out.  It 
was  fo  in  my  care  of  this  infant :  for 
as  he  grew,  I  found  a  plcafing  fenfa- 
tion,  in  the  duty,  I  thought  I  therein 
difcharged,  to  the  remembrance  of 
my  deceafed  hulband.  But  I  Ihould 
6  appear 
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appear  to  indulge  too  much  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  mother ;  if  I  went  on  to  tell 
you,  how  happily  that  care  was  re¬ 
paid  in  the  promifing  genius  my  boy 
foon  difcovered,  and  all  the  accom- 
plifhments  he  with  eafe  to  himfeljf 
gained  in  his  education  ;  for  1  made 
no  fecretof  him  to  the  world  :  but  in¬ 
troduced  him  to  all  my  friends  and 
relations,  as  my  adopted  fon,  and  as 
iuch  I  had  him  refpeited;  not  but  I 
was  fenflbie  I  often  flood  the  cenfure 
ot  mv  relations,  and  even  the  ridicule 
of  my  acquaintance  behind  my  back, 
for  my  conduit.  However,  as  the 
dilreputation  of  his  birth  was  a  cir- 
cumftance  that  could  not  be  wiped 
e uiil y  from  him,  and  as  T  very  early 
to Jic  cate  to  crofs  every  inclination  in 
him  to  the  army,  for  I  was  determin¬ 
ed  not  to  rifque  my  love  a  fecond 
tune  therein,  1  refolved  to  bring  him 

you  i.  h  0  „„ 
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up  to  a  negotiator  (or  merchant);  and 
having  confiderably  increafed  my 
little  fortune  in  the  Miffiffippi,  juft  be¬ 
fore  he  was  out  of  his  time,  his  ma¬ 
iler  offered  him  a  partnerlhip  in  his 
bufrnefs,  provided  I  would  depofit  a 
proper  advance  with  him  ;  and  he  go 
fettle  in  the  Weft-Indies,  to  take  on 
him  the  management  of  their  affairs 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  As  I  was 
almoft  weary  of  my  own  country, 
and  it  was  an  offer  too  advantageous 
for  him  to  be  refufed  by  me,  every 
matter  was  tranfacled  for  his  advan¬ 
tage  -,  and  he  let  out  his  own  mafter, 
poffeffed  at  once  of  a  good  fortune 
and  a  large  bufinefs,  with  his  two 
mothers  for  the  Weft-Indies.  We 
were  not  long  arrived  in  that  country 
before  he  received  letters  from  his 
partner,,  befeeching  his  return  to 

marry  his  only  daughter,  who  having 

been 
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been  in  love  with  him,  and  taken  fa 
ill  on  his  departure,  was  obliged  to 
make  this  difcovery  to  her  parents 
for  the  fafety  of  her  life.  I  found  the 
letter  was  a  very  agreeable  furprife  to 
mm  ;  and  as  I  was  the  mother  whofs 
confent  he  thought  himfelf  the  moll: 
bound  to  afk,  he  quickly  obtained  my 
leave  for  his  going  back  ;  the  young 
lady  being  well  known  to,  and  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  me,  during  my  intimacy 
in  the  family.  In  lefs  than  five 
months,  he  returned  to  us  with  his 
wife,  and  a  large  addition  to  his  for¬ 
tune  ;  and  ever  fince  has  increafed  in 
reputation  and  wealth,  to  the  great 
cfteem  of  the  whole  place,  and  mv 
no  little  pride  in  his  profperity.  The 
good-mother  is  fince  dead.  I  finctre- 
ly  loved  her  ;  and  often,  in  confider- 
ing  my  regard  for  her,  have  thought, 
that  the  paffions  which  we  imagine 

”  2  natives 
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natives  of  our  conftitution,  are  fre¬ 
quently  learned  from  cuflcm :  thus 
in  our  chriftian  education,  women 
hate  each  other  for  loving  the  fame 
man ;  whereas  in  the  Mahometan 
they  look  on  each  other  as  thereby 
united  in  relationihip  ;  and,  as  having 
the  fame  parent,  commence  fitters  in 

mutual  regard. 

My  fon’s  family  foon  increafed  in  a 
number  of  beautitul  children  ;  among 
which  I  took  a  particular  love  to  one, 
a  girl  whole  beauty  and  endowments 
of  mind  made  me  fee  her  with  plea¬ 
sure  the  objedt  of  univenal  efleem. 
Here  (lie  broke  of.  “  O  !  my  dear 
hlia,  fays  llie,  in  an  heroic  agony,  as 
the  gods  owed  one  Venus  to  the  fea, 
(for  fo  this  lively  matron  expreffed 
herfelf,)  know,  my  poor  mortal  has 
paid  that  prefent  back.’  After  a  full 
difcharge  of  tears,  which  again  eafed 
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her  breaft,  {he  went  on.  “  My  fon’s 
partner  dying  a  few  years  ago,  and 
his  whole  fortune,  which  is  very  con- 
fiderable  coming  to  my  fon,  in  right 
of  his  wife,  he  was  obliged  to  haften 
to  Europe  :  which  he  did  juft  before 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  leaving  his 
wife  and  us‘  behind  him,  till  a  fitter 
opportunity  of  our  following  him,  or 
his  returning  to  us.  As  his  wife  and 
myfelf  grew  impatient  at  his  abfence, 
and  women’s  tempers  not  always  well 
agreeing  in  the  fame  houfe,  I  refolved 
to  fet  out  firft  for  Europe,  both  as  I 
wifhed  to  end  my  days  in  my  own 
country  ;  and,  as  her  parents  had  in- 
tirely  made  over  to  me  this  young 
beauty,  who  was  now  near  feven- 
teen,  I  wiftied  to  educate  her  in 
France,  and  there  to  have  matched 
her  to  fome  perfon  of  diftindion  ;  for 
I  intended  to  have  given  her  my 
’  H  3  whole 
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whole  fortune,  which  under  mv  fon’s 

J 

management  is  now  very  largely  in- 
creafed.  But,  alas!  how  vain  are  our 
deiigns  of  futurity  on  earth  !  how  un¬ 
certain  are  ferene  days  !  and  what  a 
mixture  of  misfortunes  is  dallied  into 
the  cup  of  happinefs  even  at  our  lips! 
O,  Sir,  this  dear  creature  lies  buried 
now  below  us,  by  the  curfed  rage  of 
man  ;  that  devil-  of  quarrel !  which 
ilalks  between  them  on  this  earth, 
from  every  petty  ftrife  up  to  war. 
And  as  for  you,  Sir,  turning  with  great 
indignation  to  the  French  commodore, 
you  ought,  and  perhaps  may  anfwer 
your  rafli  perlevering  to  engage  with  an 
enemy  you  faw  fo  much  your  fuperior.” 
The  gentleman  onlyfmiled,  fhewing 
at  the  fame  time  a  confcioufnefs  of 
his  having  done  his  duty,  and  expref- 
ling  a  tender  pity  for  his  accufer.  But 
Mr.  Walker  made  anfwer,  “  Madafo, 

that 
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that  very  condudt  you  accnfe  is  what 
mu  ft  intitle  him  to  the  love  of  every 
brave  man,  and  to  the  notice  of  his 
country.  ’Tis  that  bravery,  which 
obliges  me  to  ufe  him,  you,  and  all, 
for  his  fake,  with  the  refpedt  fuch  an 
enemy  demands.”  “  This  Sir,  replies 
the  very  fcnfible  and  good  lady,  is 
only  a  man  talking  of  the  excellencies 
of  his  own  trade  :  but  when  you  hear 
me  out,  you  will  be,  perhaps,  lefs  in 
love  with  the  beauties  of  your  profef- 
.fion.  The  morning  we  firft  favv  you, 
a  giadnefs  feemed  to  reign  in  the 
whole  fhip,  like  that  of  favages  at  an 
inhuman  banquet,  and  they  ufed  a 
like  phrafe,  faying,  that  you  would 
.not  be  a  breakfaft  for  them.  But 

<3 

when  I  favv  you  pafs  the  other  fhips, 
I  faid  to  the  commodore  as  I  flood  bv 
him,  for  we  expedled  to  have  feen 
the  engagement  begin  with  them, 

H  4  that 


j  k2  Commodore  Walker’s 

that  you  meant  to  he  at  him  only. 
And  when  you  came,  like  the  break¬ 
ing  of  a  cloud  with  a  fhock  of  light¬ 
ning  and  thunder  together,  I  haded 
where  1  and  my  poor  child  were  con¬ 
duced  to  the  place  of  fafety.  This 
was  a  more  melanchoily  lituation 
than  the  other  was  terrible.  Hither 
they  brought  the  poor  bleeding  Tailors, 
one  after  another,  without  legs,  with¬ 
out  arms,  roaring  with  their  pains, 
and  laid  in  heaps  to  be  butchered  anew 
by  the  iurgeon,  in  his  hafte  anddifpatch 
of  cure  or  death.  Here  feveral  of 
the  objects  died  at  our  feet.  Thus 
furrounded  by  theghaftly  profpedt,  all 
at  once,  death  himfelf  came  breaking 
in  upon  us,  thro’  the  fide  of  the  fhip; 
cut  down  the  furgeon  and  one  of  his 
mates,  and  fhattered  the  whole  medi- 
cine-chefi:  in  pieces.  Here  was  a 
total  fijfpenlion  of  all  relief  to  the  poor 

wounded 
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wounded  wretches :  death  coming, 
as  it  were,  to  reinforce  his  own  or¬ 
ders,  and  (top  every  means  or  effort  to 
prevent  him.  You  may  judge  we 
foon  left  this  place  of  grief  and  terror, 
as  it  grew  alfo  a  place  of  danger. 
When  we  came  out  on  the  decks, 
there  we  ffrode  over  heaps  of  dead 
bodies,  or  flipped  in  the  ftreams  of 
blood,  our  hearts  dying  within  us  atthe 
profped  of  this  hideous  feene  of  man¬ 
gled  limbs,  fcattered  brains,  and  every 
external  fign  of  horror.  Thus  we 

O 

wandered  from  place  to  place,  calling 
on  our  faints,  and  palled  unhurt  thro’ 
all  the  aflaults  of  death  ;  in  which  we 
faw  numbers  fall  on  every  fide  of  us. 
At  laft,  we  heard  an  uproar,  Hill 
more  dreadful,  and.difmal  cry  trans¬ 
mitted  along  the  fhip  ;  She’ll  fink  ! 
(trike,  (trike.”  This  confufion  never 
leafed  ;  fo  that  tho’  your  guns  I  fup- 

.H  5  pole 
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pofe  were  filent,  we  never  milted 
tbui  found  ;  for  now  our  inward  war 
grew  more  and  more  diftrading,  and 
a  worfe  terror  poltelted  the  face  of 
every  man  we  met.  We  were  foon 
informed,  we  muft  in  our  turn  pre¬ 
pare  for  inftant  death.  Here  my  dear 
Maria  indulged  me  with  her  lad:  em¬ 
brace;  and  clafped  in  each  other’s  arms 
we  reached  the  higher  deck.  I  re¬ 
member  her  afking  for  the  boat,  and 

e  ino>  f  we  would 
fave  ourfelves  it  muft  be  by  wings.” 

And  fo  /he  did  -}  for  /he  has  winded 
her  flight  to  heaven.  1  know  nothin^ 

.V-  Q 

after  this,  nor  how  we  were  feparated} 
nor,  when  the  fhip  funk,  how  I  grafp- 
ed  at  my  deliverance :  but  my  dear 
Maria,  I  never  faw  more.  And  tho’ 

I  believe  I  foon  came  to  my  fenfes  on 
the  float,  yet  that  was  riling  to  a  life 
worfe  than  death.  In  vain  I  fearched 


■round 
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round  for  my  lovely  fair  one  :  but  fat¬ 
her  not.  Yet  as  I  faw  many  float 
with  myfelf  on  pieces  of  the  wreck, 
and  taken  up,  I  hoped,  for  hope  (till 
attends  us  even  on  a  wreck  in  the 
open  fea,  that  my  dear  Maria  was 
.among  the  number;  but, alas!  fheis 
not.”  Here  her  tears  and  fllence  in- 
.fedted  the  whole  company.  At  lafl: 
Mr.  Walker,  taking  on  him  to  men¬ 
tion  the  fignal  adts  of  providence  in 
her  fafety ;  which,  if  it  had  pleafed, 
could  have  equally  preferved  both  as 
one,  (he  with  great  eafe,  which  we 
may  call  great  good  fenfe,  was  foon 
cheered,  and  renewed  her  fpeech  on¬ 
ly  to  make  this  genteel  concluflon, 
“  That,  as  her  ftory  had  found  fo 

*  m 

many  friends  in  the  company,  and 
been  fo  affedting  to  them,  -Ihe  would 
,in  her  turn  endeavour  to  promote  in 
fnirth  the  happinefs  of  the  company, 

H.6  to 
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to  make  amends  for  the  pain  fhe  had 
given  it.” 

►  % 

Tho’  we  made  fhift  to  repair  in 
fome  meafure  the  damage  we  had  re¬ 
tained,  we  were  ftill  in  a  Mattered 
condition  ;  as  was  the  whole  fleet,  ex¬ 
cept  the  La  V tcloir e.  Having  a  great 
chaige  of  piifoners,  and  being  more¬ 
over  weakened  by  manning  the  other 
flnps,  Mr.  Walker  fleered  for  the  fir  ft 
port  in  England ;  and  May  50th,  ar¬ 
rived  fafe  with  all  the  prizes,  in  King’s 
Road  Briflol. 

The  fecond  day  after  his  arrival, 
he  received  a  congratulatory  letter 
from  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  by 
tiicii  fecretary  Mr.  Corbet  (for  he  al¬ 
ways  correfponded  with  their  lord- 
fbips,  as  all  private  fhips  of  war  are 
dire  died  to  do)  defiring,  “That  if  he 
met  with  any  papers  in  thofe  prizes, 
which  might  give  light  into  the  pro¬ 
ceedings 
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ceedings  or  defigns  of  the  French  at 
Martinico,  he  would  immediately 
lend  the  fame  to  them  by  exprefs 
which  was  ftridly  obeyed  there  hav¬ 
ing  been  found  a  large  parcel  of  very 
great  confequence.  By  which  papers 
alio  Air.  Walker,  having  been  ap¬ 
plied,  that  another  large  fleet  was 
loon  to  fail  from  Martinico  and  St, 
Domingo,  he  made  all  poffible  hafte 
to  repair;  fo  that 'he  was  intirely  em¬ 
ployed  both  in  perfon  and  thoughts 
on  refitting  for  a  fecond  ‘expedition. 
However  fortune,  like  other  ladies  of 
character,  does  not  yield  to  us  in 
every  thing,  although  fhe  may  for  a 
Hcky  moment  fmile  upon  us. 

fufficient  number  of  hands  be¬ 
ing  kept  for  this  purpofe,  the  reft  of 
the  men,  raifed,  -by  their  fuccefs  and 
great  fortune,  to  an  height  of  natural 
Spirits,  beyond  what  any  artificial  ones 

could 
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.could  give,  fwarmed  over  the  city  in 
revellings  of  joy  and  pleafure.  Tho’ 
-many  things  were  committed  out  of 
rule  ■,  yet  by  good  luck  and  fome  ad¬ 
vice,  no  difagreeable  accident  happen¬ 
ed  to  them,  or  by  them  to  others. 
The  leifure-time  Mr.  Walker  could 
get  from  the  bufinefs  of  his  fhip,  was 
given  in  compliment  to  the  old  gen¬ 
tlewoman,  the  Prench -commodore, 

and  others.  .And  herein  he  was  fo 

* 

.apt  a  fcholar,  that  we  may  fay  he 
,out-did,  in  his  country,  -the  French 
generofity  he  had  met  with  in  theirs. 
.In  the  firft  place,  not  the  lead  article 
-of  money,  utenfils,  or  deaths,  was 
taken  from  any  of  the  officers  or  men. 
The  French  commodore  indeed  was 
•  naked  ;  and  what  was  worfe,  fo  was 
.the  lady.  But  Mr.  Walker  fupplied 
,  him  with  money,  fuits  of  cloaths,  and 
all  other  correfponding  neceffaries,  at 
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his  landing;  he  alio  obtained  for  him 
his  liberty,  and  that  of  all  the  officers 
and  fupercargoes  of  the  fleet.  As  for 
the  facetious  old  lady,  ffie  exercifed 
her  tafte,  at  the  fame  expence,  in  mo¬ 
delling  the  great  docility  of  the  Briflol 
milliners,  and  mantua-makers,  in  the 
polite  cuts  and  misfhapesof  the.Frenck 
faffiions,  in  which  .fhe  apprehended 
flie  had  done  great  fervices  to  the 
country.  And  as  ffie  was  defirous  of 
going  much  abroad  Mr.  Walker  hired 
her  a  coach  to  attend  on  her,  the 
whole  time  during  her  flay,  as  her 
own.  Being  obliged  to  go  .to  London, 
he  requefted  the  favour  of  ufing  her 
coach,  as  far  as  Bath ;  and  to  have 
the  honour  of  flaying  a  week  with 
her  there,  that  he  might  fhew  the 
place  to  her,  the  commodore,  and 
■another  of  the  captains.  The  reft  of 
tthe  French  gentlemen  had  leave  after¬ 
wards 
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wards  of  going  by  themfelves.  t  The 
morning  Mr.  Walker  and  his  com¬ 
pany  fet  out,  they  were  mod  divert- 
ingly  and  unexpectedly  overtaken  on 
the  road  by  a  new  kind  of  cavalcade 
of  the  honed  tars,  who,  having  heard 
that  their  captain  was  going  to  Bath 
with  the  French  lady,  were  deter¬ 
mined  every  one  to  fhew  it  to  their 
ladies  alfo,  as  every  one,  who  had  not 
a  lady  of  his  own,  had  bought  or 
borrowed  one  for  the  time;  and  think¬ 
ing  it  a  compliment  to  him  to  fet  out 
on  the  fame  day,  they  were  refolved 
to  make  the  genteeler  figure  on  the 
■cccafion.  The  generous  hearted 
jacks,  knowing  that  ribbands  are  a 
great  part  of  the  date  {hew  of  a  lord- 
mayor’s  day,  in  graceful  knots  and 
'rofes  on  the  manes  and  tails  of  the 
horfes,  were  led  by  the  like  delire  of 
sgentility  to  the  purchafe  ;  for  the  ex- 
•  ;pence 
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•pence  was  the  left  article  conftdered; 
of  all  the  variety  of  colours,  tied  up  in 
dreamers,  that  might  have  pafied  for 
the  firings  of  fo  many  rainbows,  or  m 
knotted  rofes  to  adorn  their  triumph. 
Thefe  when  brought  home  moft  01 
their  ladies  fell  in  love  with  :  fo  that 
the  number  was  increafed,  and  equal¬ 
ly  difpofed  of  on  the  necks  and 
rumps  of  the  horfes,  and  in  the  hats, 
and  on  the  breads  of  the  ladies.  Be- 


ftdes  thefe,  all  the  men  had  fimilar 
cockades  for  themfelves.  Never  fure 


dear  in  one  day  at  Briftol !  They  who 


own  thoughts  fet  out  the  moft  gen¬ 
teel.  Whereas  they  were  moft  the 
caricaturas  of  gentility  :  whilft  thofe 


ed  a  more  loofe  and  eafy  picture,  tho’ 
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ing  their  necks.  The  waggons  and  their 
hoiics,  adorned  with  boughs,  ribbands, 
and  bells, trottedon  inthegayefldrefsof 
fill,  and  leemed  moft  happy  in  them- 
ielves.  Some  few  appeared,  like 
draggling  attendants  of  the  proceffion, 
on  horfe-back;  and  he  who  would 
Dot  be  thought  without  a  miftrefs, 
took  her  behind  him.  But  they  who 
could  get  neither  coach,  chaife,  nor 
waggon,  going  in  fearch  of  fome- 
-thing  with  wheels,  and  finding  fbme 
brewer’s  trundles,  (which  thro’  policy 
or  good  nature  were  not  refufed  them, 
as  otherwife  they  would  perhaps  have 
been  piratically  borrowed  for  the  oc- 
cafion)  .fa  wed  a  butt  or  large  hogf- 
head  into  two;  and  nailing  it  down 
to  tne  trundle,  with  a  board  acrols 
lor  a  feat,  fet  out  as  much  in  pomp, 
as  their  fellows,  and  more  in  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  triumphal  car  ;  obliged  to 

the 
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the  ready  invention  and  contrivance 
peculiar  to  their  fpecies  for  this  their 
happy  equipment.  Befides  having 
an  equal  ornament  of  parti-colour¬ 
ed  dreamers  properly  difpofed,  thefe 
machines,  of  which  there  were  at  left 
twenty*  were  decorated  with  an  ad¬ 
ditional  fancy  of  an  enfign  or  jack,  fet 
up  on  the  head  of  the  foremoft  horfe, 
a  pennant  on  a  pole  erefted  on  the 
foremofl  part  of  the  trundle,  and  co¬ 
lours,  hung  out  by  the  like  contri¬ 
vance  on  a  doping  one,  at  the  hern  ; 
which  made  them  of  an  amphibious 
kind,  or  a  mixture  of  land  and  water 
carriage.  I  hope  my  reader  will  not 
imagine,  I  exaggerate  or  add  any  cir- 
cumftances  by  way  of  making  out  a 
tale  ;  upon  my  word  I  do  not.  The 
many  living  witneffes  to  all  thefe  par¬ 
ticulars  could  eafily  difprove  any  falfe 
iadl  which  might  appear  in  the  per¬ 
formance  i 
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formance ;  but  the  number  of  inci¬ 
dents  and  catadrophes  are  fo  nume¬ 
rous  and  interefting,  thro’  the  whole, 
that  the  dory  tells  itfelf;  and  runs  on, 
like  a  tongue  with  an  eafy  talent  of 
fpeaking,  without  waiting  for  much 
afildance  from  invention  or  judg¬ 
ment.  This  new  invention  bore 
much  the  greated  applaufe,  and  made 
the  mod  correfponding  and  gay  figure 
of  the  whole  triumph.  In  this  pomp 
and  order,  tho’  with  a  little  more 
fwittnefs,  than  is  ufually  agreed  to,  in 
the  like  proceflions  of  a  lord-mayor, 
or  lord-keeper  on  the  fird  days  of 
term,  the  feveral  retinues  ran  by  Mr. 
Walker’s  company,  to  the  great  plea- 
lure  and  delight  particularly  of  the  old 
lady,  who  was  very  fedulous  in  re¬ 
turning  the  compliments  of  falutation, 
as  they  huzzaed  and  palled.  “No 
wonder,  fays  die  to  Mr.  Walker,  your 
'  country 
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country  with  this  fpirited  lioerty  heats 
the  world  at  lea.  Tne  French  com-®> 
mander  was  lefs  fatisned  at  tne  le- 
markj  taking  this  cavalcade  as  a  kind 
of  triumph  before  him,  and  refufed 
going  into  the  town  with  them  1  but 
was  allured  by  Mr.  Walker  of  his 
own  ignorance  of  the  whole  affair; 
and  that  the  moment  the  men  got  to 
the  town,  they  would  of  themfelves 
inftantly  difperfe,  and  he  never  fee 
one  of  them  ;  that  it  was  only  a 
whim  put  into  execution  in  their  droii 
manner  of  doing  things,  which  al¬ 
ways  afforded  mirth  even  to  themfelves 
at  their  aukwardnefs  in  imitating  any 
cuftoms  upon  land :  in  which,  as  in 
their  laft  fort  of  equipages,  they  could 
not  help  mixing  their  own  fea  man¬ 
ners  even  in  their  common  exprei- 
fions;  being  a  people  of  adiftind  na¬ 
ture 


* 
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ture  in  themfelves,  for  the  moft  part 
diverted  of  common  knowledge  of 
things  on  ffiore.  “  Jf  then,  that  be 
the  cafe,  fays  he,  and  fo  long  as  it  is 
the  cafe,  you  will  always  be  marters 
in  men  at  fea.  Now  our  bailors  are 
at  fea  juft  what  yours  are  at  land  :  be¬ 
ings  not  properly  ading  in  their  own 
element ;  and  therefore  aukward  in 
their  manners,  as  endeavouring,  on 
the  contrary  of  yours,  to  make  thofe 
of  the  land  fubmit  to  the  ufes  of  the 
fea.  In  which  we  run  a  danger, 
where  you,  on  the  other  hand,  are  di¬ 
verted.” 

Their  ftay  at  Bath,  where  the 
French  lady  and  officers  expreffed 
great  pleafure  and  fatisfadion,  could 
not  be  long ;  Mr.  Walker’s  compli¬ 
ments  going  farther  than  any  enter¬ 
tainment  this  gay  place  could  give, 

he 
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he  having  thro’  his  intereft  gained  all 
their  names  to  be  put  in  a  cartel,  in 
lefs  than  two  months  from  their  firf!: 
arrival.  Their  turn  was  now  to  go, 
and  he  himfelf  was  obliged  to  take 
leave  of  them  at  Bath,  as  his  bufinefs 
hurried  him  to  London.  But  not  acir- 
eumftance  was  forgot,  which  might 
attend  as  a  convenience  on  their  flav, 
even  to  their  departure,  and  after  j  as 
to  provifions,  wine,  &cc.  being  fent 
them  on  board.  The  commodore, 
all  the  officers  of  the  fleet,  fupercar- 
goes,  and  paflengers  went,  all  by  the 
fame  intereft,  together.  Mr.  Walker 
gave  the  commodore  two  letters,  one 
for  the  merchant  at  Morlaix,  and  the 
other  for  the  governor  at  Breft,  re¬ 
commending  to  them  the  bravery  of 
the  gentleman,  who  was  the  bearer; 
and  he  had  the  pleafure  foon  after  to 
-  -  fee 
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fee  his  name  fet  to  a  command  in  the 
king’s  fervice.  Both  he  and  the  lady 
expreffed  an  additioned  didrefs  in 
their  common  lofs,  being  deprived  of 
the  means  of  making  Mr.  Walker  a 
return  for  his  civilities :  die  indeed 
offered  him  a  draught  on  her  fon  in 
France,  which  he  refufed'  but  fhe 
wrote  to  him  from  Briftol,  full  of  ac¬ 
knowledgments  and  promifes  of  gra¬ 
titude  to  a  genercfity  fhe  wiflied  die 
had  never  known.  Which  without 
doubt,  had  lhe  lived,  would  have  corre- 
fponded  with  her  other  proofs  of  fenfe 
and  fpirit.  But  Mr.  Walker  has 
been  fome  little  time  ago  informed 
that,  immediately  after  die  had  feen 
her  adopted  fon,  die  w'as  taken  ill, 
without  having  had  time  before  her 
death  to  make  her  will  in  his  favour, 
her  then  prefent  one  being  made  to 
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her  beloved  Maria ;  and  that  her  re¬ 
lations  have  fued  him  to  an  account ; 
which  he  is  well  able  to  pay,  having, 
thro’  the  ufe  of  her  fortune,  amafled 
two  very  refpe&able  eftates  in  Europe 
and  the  Weft-Indies. 


Vol.I 
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CHAP.  III. 

The  fecond  cruife  of  the  Bofcawen 
private  fhip  of  war.  Her  taking 
a  French  fnow;  the  mutiny  of  the 
men  on  taking  a  Dutch  veflel ;  her 
putting  in  to  Madeira,  and  flay 
there. 

FTER  the  departure  of  our 


A  French  company  from  Bath, 
Mr.  Walker  fell  ill  of  a  fever  there. 
Mr.  Holdfworth  went  to  him  and 
ftaid  with  him  till  his  recovery,  fo 
far  as,  to  be  able  to  be  brought  down 
by  four  men  in  a  chair  ;  his  time  for 
going  to  London  being  elapfed,  and 
his  prefence  every  hour  needed  at 
Briftol.  From  thence,  after  a  molt 
expeditious  refitting  of  new  marts. 
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yards,  and  other  materials,  we  let  fail 
July  the  26th,  1745,  with  the  fame 
officers  and  crew ;  except  our  find: 
lieutenant,  Mr.  Brooks,  who  was  fon 
to  one  of  the  lords  of  the  regency  at 

Hamburgh,  an  acquaintance  of  Mr. 

Walker’s,  and  had  been,  the  firft 
moment  Mr.  Walker  took  the  com- 
mand  of  a  Ciumng  Ihip,  lent  under 
him  by  his  father  to  fea.  This  gentle¬ 
man,  on  the  news  of  our  fuccels  in  the 
laft  lignal  engagement,  and  on  Mr. 
Walker’s  writing  'to  his  father  in  his 
favour,  as  he  was  a  young  man  of  the 
gieateft  courage  and  merit,  was  cal¬ 
led  home,  and  immediately  promo¬ 
ted  to  the  command  of  a  iixty  «un 
ffiip  againft  the  Turks. 

I  muft  run  the  rifque  of  fome  little 
cenfure  in  fir  ft  Yetting  out  with  a  f  1- 
perftitious  ftory,  as  ominous  to  the 

^  2  m if- 
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misfortune  of  this  cruife,  not  that  in 
myfelf  I  feel  my  own  mind  under  the 
tyranny  of  fuperftition,  however  I 
may  have  a  proper  deference  to  the 
good  authorities  of  others.  But  with¬ 
out  fuppofing  belief  at  all  to  interfere, 
the  mentioning  of  it  here  is  neceflary, 
as  it  produced  a  new  fubjedt  which 
requires  to  be  diftmdily  treated.  There 
had  been  a  report  made  by  the  French 
officers,  when  this  ffiip  was  firfc 
taken,  that  a  gunner’s  wife  had  been 
murdered  on  board.  Whether  this 
{lory  was  known  to  fome  of  the  men, 
and  fo  promulgated  among  the  reft, 
Mr.  Walker  could  fay,  fo  far  from 
mentioning  it  himfelf,  he  never  once 
feemed  to  think  oi  it.  But  one  of  the 
men,  remarkable  for  his  fobriety  and 
good  charadter,  one  night  alarmed  the 
{Up  5  declaring,  that  he  had  feen  a 

ftrange 
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ftrange  appearance  of  a  woman,  de- 
fcribing  her  drefs  and  figure,  who 
informed  him,  among  feme  other 
particulars,  that  the  {hip  would  be 
loft.  Mr.  Walker  took  all  the  pains 
imaginable  to  fupprefs  fuch  a  notion, 
feeing  it  too  mucn  prevailed  on  the 
fpirits  of  his  men  ;  but  the  opinion 
had  t-ken  root,  and  he  found  it  a 
more  ferious  matter  than  he  at  firft 
imagined  :  fo  ftrong  is  any  previous 
impreffion  received  in  the  mind,  plan¬ 
ting  itfelf  againft  all  the  efforts  and 
regular  attacks  of  reafon  !  He  called 

o  t 

the  man  into  his  cabin,  who  to  the 
laft  perfifted  in  his  ftory ;  but  with 
his  ufual  civility  and  fenfe,  as  he  was 
perhaps  a  man  of  all  the  reft  the  mod: 
remarkable  for  thofe  qualities,  hepro- 
mifed  not  to  repeat  it.  Had  the  man 
raifed  up  a  thoufand  fpectres,  ac-* 
quainting  them  with  the  falls  of 

1 3  king- 
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kingdoms  and  of  kings,  it  had  been 
treated  with  unconcern  ;  but  the  pre¬ 
diction  of  their  own  misfortune,  fo 
near  at  hand,  made  a  deep  impreffion 
on  the  courage  of  the  boldeft.  The 
fellow  came  again  ferioufly  and  pri¬ 
vately  to  Mr.  Walker,  and  declared, 
that  he  a  i'econd  time  had  converfed 
with  her.  And  a  third  time,  he  cal¬ 


led  out,  in  feeming  agonies  to  home  of 
his  fhip-mates,  “  that  he  then  faw 
and  heard  her.”  Thefe  were  ene¬ 
mies  for  Mr.  Walker  to  deal  with, 
which  he  had  not  yet  found  among 
tiie  living ;  for  now  a  total  languor 
infedted  all  the  common  men,  and 

even  fome  of  the  officers.  And  two 
more  of  the  men,  in  their  feared  ima¬ 
ginations  were  ready  to  make  oath, 
of  their  feeing  her  at  different  times, 
and  gave  accounts  fhocking  in  cir- 
cumflances.  Mr.  Walker  could  not 


con- 
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conceive  it  to  be  any  fcheme  or  con¬ 
trived  tale  to  draw  oft'  the  affe&ions 
of  the  men  ;  or  debilitate  their  cou¬ 
rage.  Nor  did  punifhment  appear  a 
proper  means  of  luppreffing  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  the  mind  5  but  {till  there  was 
a  necefixty  for  fame  cure. 

It  may  perhaps  be  ftili  thought  a 
matter  of  fmall  confequence  to  men¬ 
tion  :  but  they  who  are  converfant 
with  men  under  a  command,  know 
that  a  defpondency  often  runs  thro’ 
a  whole  fet  of  them  from  a  trifling 
caufe,  and  is  generally  attended  with 
confequences  very  dangerous  to  a 
commander.  Enthuftafm  itfelr  in¬ 
deed  is  a  fpeCtre  of  the  brain ;  but, 
being  more  a  fpirit  of  life,  it  .raifes 

and  actuates  men  to  bold  and  glorious 

1 

aCtions  ;  for  the  greateft  deeds  which 
emblazon  hiftory,  from  the  firft  date 
of  time  to  the  prefent  day,  have  been 

I  4  atchieved 
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atchieved  by  this  fpirit  alone.  If  en- 
tbufiafm,  which  is  the  highed  region 
of  fuperdition,  will  infpire  to  fuch 
ads  of  heroifm,  to  what  remiflhefs- 
of  ad  Lon  will  defpondency,  which  is 
its  lowed  abyfs,  enervate  and  clog 
the  mental  powers !  for  thefe  two 
degrees  rife  and  fall  from  the  fmalled 
turns  or  changes  of  things.  Like 
other  mechanic  fpirits  in  the  tube,  af- 
feded  by  every  alteration  of  the  air, 
the  Emailed  accident  may  influence 
the  greated  defigns,  and  carry  them 
up  to  profperity,  fame,  and  fun-fhine  j 
or  lower  them  to  adverfity  and  nip¬ 
ping  frods,  in  which  not  a  bud  of 
glory  can  put  forth  or  flourifli.  In 
what  an  uncertain  region  then  does 
a  commander  move,  who  ads  in  this 
fphere  of  praife  and  popular  approba- 
tion  !  ’Tis  therefore  wrong  in  thofe, 
who  judge  of  their  adions  at  a  di¬ 
dance. 
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fiance,  not  to  allow  fometimes  the 
greateft  accidents  of  fuccefs  or  mif- 
fortune  to  be  confequences  often  of 
the  fmalleft  eaufe.  I  fpeak  but  as  to 
the  general ;  for  as  Mr.  Walker  has 
never  been  under  public  cenfure  as 
an  officer,  all  I  mean  to  advance  is, 
that  the  foregoing  relation,  tho’  it 
may  appear  a  fubjedt  fit  only  for  a 
nurfery,  (according  to  the  diabolical 
cuftom  of  frighting  children  to  fleep,) 
was  a  matter  of  more  moment  at  the 
time,  and  afterwards,  than  can  be, 
without  fenlible  confideration,  at  firfl 
imagined.  And  I  mufl  alfo  take  care 
to  excufe  myfelf  as  a  writer ;  hoping 
the  reader  will  not  think,  becaufe  I 
am  beginning  a  tragical  fcene,  that 
I  endeavour  to  imitate  the  tragic  au¬ 
thors,  who  write  only  to  the  paffions, 
by  introducing  a  ghoft. 

1 5  d  ^  Mr,' 
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Mr.  Walker  therefore,  in  his  then 
circumffances,  put  this  affair  on  fuch 
a  footing,  as  if  fome  others  had  con¬ 
trived  this  apparition  to  ftrike  the  con¬ 
ceptions  of  all  fuch  fools  as  would  be¬ 
lieve  it ;  and  he  promifed  a  reward  to 
any  who  would  difeover  the  inven¬ 
tors  of  fuch  an  ill-timed  plot  of  di¬ 
version.  Finding  this  begin  to  anfwer 
his  expectation,  he  thought  it  thefea- 
fen  to  apply  the  cure,  and  gave 
money  to  two  of  the  moll  trufty  and 
intelligent  of  the  common  men  he 
could  pitch  upon,  to  take  on  them, 
by  fome  well  planned  ftory,  to  bring 
the  relt  into  an  opinion,  that  they 
were  the  drefl-up  phantom  ;  and  they 
accordingly  underwent  a  very  fevere 
cenfure,  in  words  only,  for  fuch  their 
imprudence.  This  had  a  better  effedt 
than  any  other  means  of  argument ; 

and 
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and  it  found  alfo  a  readier  belief  from 
a  ftory  he  to  this  purpofe  told  us  very 
a-propos,  of  having  himfelf  feen  an 
apparition,  which  from  the  appearing 
probability  in  its  circ-umfiances  of  be¬ 
ing  real,  and  proving  in  the  end  a 

cheat,  fhewed  the  general  foundation 
of  fuch  pretences. 

As  we  had  nothing  material  between 
the  fir  ft  day  of  our  cruife,  and  the 
twenty  fecond  of  Auguft,  I  fhall, 
with  the  leave  of  fome  of  my  readers, 
fill  up  the  fpace  with  the  relation  of 
IVlr.  Walkers  ftory;  eipecially  as 
there  may  be  a  leflon  drawn  from  it. 
Thofe  who  think  it  an  intrusion  on 
the  fubject  may  very  readily  pafs  if. 
over. 

In  the  mid  ft  of  June  1734,  Mr. 
Walker  lying  at  an  anchor  at  Cadiz, 
in  his  (hip  the  Elizabeth,  a  gentleman 
of  Ireland,  whofe  name  was  Burner, 

16 
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was  then  on  board,  going  to  take  his 
paffage  over  to  Ireland.  .This  gentle¬ 
man  was  a  particular  acquaintance  of 
Mr.  Walker’s,  and  he  was  extremely 
fond  of  him,  being  a  man  of  great 
good  fenfe  and  very  lively  in  conver- 
fation.  The  night  before  the  affair 
which  we  fpeak  of  happened,  the 
fubjedt  turned  upon  apparitions  of  de- 
cealed  friends,  in  which  this  gentle¬ 
man  feemed  much  to  believe,  and  told 
many  ftrange  lfories  as  authorities  for 
them,  befides  giving  fome  metaphy- 
Gcal  arguments,  chiefly  that  the  na¬ 
tural  fear  we  had  of  them  proved  the 
foul's  conieflton  of  them.  But  Mr. 
Walker,  who  was  intirely  of  another 
way  of  thinking,  treating  all  his  ar¬ 
guments  with  ridicule,  Mr.  Burnet, 
who  was  bred  a  phyfician,  was  cu¬ 
rious  to  try  how  far  fancy  might  be 
wrought  on  in  an  unbeliever,  and  re- 

folved 
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folved  to  prove  the  power  of  this  na¬ 
tural  fear  over  the  fenfes  :  a  flrange 
way,  you  will  fay,  to  convince  the 
mind  by  attacking  the  imagination  j 
or,  if  it  was  curiofty  to  fee  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  fear  work  on  fancy,  it  was 
too  nice  an  experiment  to  anatomize 
a  friend’s  mind  for  information  only. 
But  perhaps  the  humour  of  the 
thought  was  the  greateft  motive  ;  for 
he  was  a  man  of  a  gay  temper,  and 
frolicfome. 

About  noon,  as  they  were  flanding, 
with  more  of  the  flip’s  company,  up¬ 
on  deck,  near  the  forecaftle,  looking 
at  fome  of  the  governor’s  guard-boats, 
making  faft  to  a  buoy  of  a  flip  in  the 
bay,  in  order  to  watch  the  money, 
that  it  might  not  be  carried  out  of  the 
country,  Mr.  Burnet  propofed,  as  a 
plan  for  a  wager,  he  being,  a  remark¬ 
able  good  fwimmer,  to  leap  off  the 

gunnel 
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gunnel  of  the  fhip,  and  dive  all  the 
way  quite  under  water,  from  the  fhip 
to  the  boats  at  that  diftance,  and  fo 
rife  up  juft  upon  them,  to  ftartle  the 
people  at  watch  in  them.  A  wager 
being  laid,  he  undreft,  jumped  off,  and 
dived  intirely  out  of  light.  Every  body 
crouded  forwards,  keeping  their  eyes 
at  the  diftance  where  he  was  expec¬ 
ted  to  come  upj  but  he  never  riling 
to  their  expectation,  and  the  time 
running  paft  their  hopes  of  ever  fee¬ 
ing  him  more,  it  was  judly  conclud¬ 
ed  he  was  drowned,  and  every  body 
was  in  the  greateft  pain  and  concern  > 
efpecially  thofe,  who  by  laying  the 
wager,  thought  themrelves  in  fome 
meafure  acceffory  to  his  death.  But 
he,  by  fkilful  diving,  having  turned 
the  other  way  behind  the  fhip  ;  and 
being  alfo  very  aCrive,  got  up  by  the 
quarter-ladder  in  at  the  cabin- window, 

whilft 
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whilft  every  body  was  bufy  and  in 
confufion,  at  the  forward  part  of 
the  Osip  ;  then  concealing  himfelf  the 
remaining  part  of  the  day  in  a  clofet 
in  the  date-room,  wrapped  himfelf 
up  in  a  linen  night-gown  of  Mr. 
Walker’s.  Evening  coming  on,  the 
whole  fhip’s  company  being  very  me- 
lancholly  at  the  accident,  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  retired  with  a  friend  or  two  to  his 
cabin,  where,  in  their  converfation, 
they  often  lamented  the  fad  accident 
and  lofs  of  their  friend  and  dear  com¬ 
panion,  fpeaking  of  every  merit  he 
had  when  living,  which  is  the  unen¬ 
vied  praife  generally  given  to  our 
friends  when  they  can  receive  no¬ 
thing  elfe  from  us.  The  fuppofed 
dead  man  remained  Hill  quiet,  and 
heard  more  good  things  faid  to  his 
memory,  than  perhaps  he  would  elfe 
have  ever  in  his  life-time  heard  fpoken 

to 


t 


184  Commodore  Walker's 

to  his  face.  As  foon  as  it  was  night, 
Mr.  Walker’s  company  left  him;  and 
he  being  low  in  fpirits  went  to  bed, 
where  lying,  dill  penfive  on  the  late 
lofs  of  his  companion  and  friend,  and 
the  moon  fhining  dirett  thro’  the 
windows,  he  perceived  the  folding 
doors  of  the  clofet  to  open ;  and,  look¬ 
ing  ftedfaft  towards  them,  fawfome- 
thing,  which  could  not  fail  ftartling 
him,  as  he  imagined  it  a  reprefenta- 
tion  of  an  human  figure  ;  but  recal¬ 
ling  his  better  fenfes,  he  was  fond  to 
perfwade  himfelf,  it  was  only  the 
workings  of  his  difturbed  fancy,  and 
turned  away  his  eyes.  However, 
they  foon  again  returned  in  fearch  of 
the  obje<d  ;  and  feeing  it  now  plainly 
advance  upon  him,  in  a  flow  andcon- 
ftant  ftep,  he  recognized  the  image 
of  his  departed  friend.  He  has  not 
been  afliamed  to  own  he  felt  terrors 

which 
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which  {hook  him  to  the  inmofl:  foul. 
The  mate,  who  lay  in  the  fteerage  at 
the  back  of  the  cabin,  divided  only  by 
a  bulk-head,  was  not  yet  a- bed  and 
hearing  Mr.  Walker  challenge,  with 
a  loud  and  alarmed  voice,  What 
are  you  ?”  ran  into  him  with  a 
candle,  and  meeting  Mr.  Burnet  in 
the  linen  gown,  down  drops  the  mate 
without  fo  much  as  an  ejaculation. 
Mr.  Burnet,  now  beginning  himfelf  to 
be  afraid,  runs  for  a  bottle  of  fmelling 
fpirits  he  knew  lay  in  the  window, 
and  applied  them  to  the  nofe  and 
temples  of  the  fwooning  mate.  Mr. 
Walker,  feeing  the  gholtfo  very  alert 
and  good-natured,  began  to  recover 
from  his  own  apprehenfion,  when 
Mr.  Burnet  cried  out  to  him,  “  Sir, 
I  muft  alk  your  pardon  :  I  fear  I  have 
carried  the  jeft  too  far  ;  I  fwam  round 
and  came  in  at  the  cabin  window  ;; 

I  meant. 
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I  meant,  Sir,  to  prove  to  you  the  natu¬ 
ral  awe  the  braved:  men  mud:  be  un¬ 
der  at  fuch  appearances,  and  have,  I 
hope,  convinced  you  in  yourfelf.” 

“  Sir,  fays  Mr.  Walker,  glad  of  be¬ 
ing  awakned  from  a  terrible  dream, 
and  belief  of  his  friend’s  death,  you 
have  given  me  a  living  indance  of 
them  ;  there  needs  no  better  proof : 
but  pray  take  care  you  do  not  bring 
death  amongd  us  in  earned:.”  He 
then  lent  his  aid  in  the  recovery  of 
the  poor  mate,  who,  as  he  retrieved 
his  fenfes,  ftill  relapfed  at  the  fight  of 
Mr.  Burnet:  fo  that  Mr.  Walker  was 
oblige^  to  make  him  intirely  difap- 
pear,  and  go  call  others  to  his  afiif- 
tance  ;  which  took  up  fome  conlider- 

/  r 

able  time  in  doing,  every  body,  as  Mr. 
Burnet  advanced  to  them,  being  more 
or  lefs  furprifed  ;  but  they  were  called 
to  by  him,  and  told  the  manner  of 

the 
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the  cheat,  and  then  they  were  by  de¬ 
grees  convinced  of  his  reality;  tho’ 
every  one  was  before  thoroughly  fatif- 
hed  of  his  death.  I  being  perfuaded 
that  this  Idory  carries  a  lelfon  in  it, 
which  fpeaks  itfelf,  fhall  conclude  it 
by  mentioning  this  circumftance,  that 
the  poor  mate  never  rightly  recovered 
his  fenfes  from  that  hour.  Nature 
had  received  too  great  a  fbock,  by 
which  reafon  was  flung  from  her  feat, 
and  could  never  regain  it  afterwards : 
a  conftant  ftupidity  hung  around  him, 
and  he  could  never  be  brought  to 
look  diredt  at  Mr.  Burnet  afterwards, 
tho’  he  was  as  brave  a  man  rs  ever 
went,  in  all  his  fenfes,  to  face  death 
by  day-light. 

This  ftory  being  circulated  through 
the  feveral  degrees  of  men  in  the  fhip, 
its  ciicumftances  feconded  the  now 
prevailing  opinion  in  moft  of  the  peo¬ 
ple. 
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pie,  that  the  other  ftory  was  alfo  an 
invention  contrived  thro’  a  frolic,  or 
for  other  purpofes.  But  the  preju¬ 


dice  afterwards  again  fatally  prevail¬ 
ed  :  however,  it  was  allayed  for  the 
prefent. 


Auguft  the  2 2d,  we  gave  chace  to 
a  fnow,the  Catharina,  laden  with  wine 
and  flour  from  Bayonne,  bound  to 
Martinico,  which  ftruck  to  our  firfl: 
gun.  She  proved  a  very  acceptable 
prize,  as  we  may  fay  we  were  here 
our  own  agents ;  for  we  were  in  want 
both  of  her  wine  and  flour  :  taking 


out  a  fufficiency  of  both  to  anfwer  our 
occaflons,  Mr.  Walker  afterwards  fent 
her  into  Madeira,  where  he  intend¬ 


ed  to  follow. 

September  the  firfl,  feeing  a  fad  we 

gave  chace,  and  next  day  came  up 

with  her.  She  was  the  Fortune  fnow 

from  Orantaver,  bound  for  Flam- 

burgh. 
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burgh.  And  here  a  new  cataftrophe 
happened.  This  was  a  fort  of  infant 
mutiny  in  the  fhip,  not  from  any  dif- 
ouft  to  the  command  or  fervice,  but 

fc> 

thro’  the  covetoufnefs  of  the  men,  let¬ 
ting  themfelves  up  as  judges  in  the 
condemnation  of  her  as  a  prize.  The 
cafe  was,  {lie  had  a  large  lum  of  mo¬ 
ney  on  board  \  and  the  mafter  fhew- 
in<y  fome  backwardnefs  to  produce 
his  bills  of  lading,  occafioned  a  fuf- 
ps^fion  at  firft  of  her  being  French 
property.  Whereupon  Mr.  Walker 
had  her  thoroughly  examined ;  and 
•  having  to  his  full  fatisfadtion  found, 
that  her  cargo,  which  confided  of 
two  hundred  pipes,  and  thirteen 
half  pipes  of  wine,  and  ninety-fix 
bags  of  money,  was  for  the  pro¬ 
per  account  and  rifque  of  Ractic  and 
Zacharias  Rigter  merchants  in  Ham¬ 
burgh,  he  difinifled  her.  This  was  a 
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flep  very  ill  relilhed  by  moll  in  the 
fhip  ;  and  it  was  infilled  upon  in  their 
private  conferences  afterwards,  that 
flie  was  a  lawful  prize,  and  confequent- 
ly  they  had  a  right  to,  and  ought  to 
have  detained  her.  However  this 
murmuring  did  not  reach  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker’s  ears,  till  it  had  gathered  itfelf 
into  a  torrent  of  dilTatisfadion.  Whilft 
he  was  at  fupper,  Mr.  Kennedy,  one 
of  the  lieutenants,  came  running  in 
with  an  account,  that  the  crew- was 
in  a  mutiny.  Mr.  Walker,  and  his 
officers  near  him,  immediatlev  arm- 
ing  themfelves,  ru filed  upon  deck, 
where  he  found  them  affembled,  not 
indeed  in  arms,  but  in  a  mutinous 
manner,  demanding  a  parley,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  his  having  dilmified  the  late 
capture.  Mr.  Walker  infilled,  That 
this  was  not  the  way  to  afk  one;  that 
he  was  willing,  even  the  meaneil  man 

K  i’’ 
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in  the  fhip  fhould  be  fatisfied  of  his 
condud  j  but  then  he  would  take  care 
himfelf  to  give  that  fatisfadion  j  and 
would  not  be  called  to  an  account  for 
it  by  them.  He  was,  he  faid,  {fill 
more  forry,  it  fliould  be  ever  faid  of 
him,  that  he  was  obliged  to  take 
up  arms  againft  his  own  people,  in  de¬ 
fence  of  that  condudt  which  could 
be  fo  eafily  fupported  by  words  only  : 
that  it  would  be  a  pain  to  him  to  re¬ 
fled:  on  it,  as  long  as  he  lived  ■,  and  a 
blot  on  the  charader  he  imagined  he 
had  gained  :  that,  in  the  firft  place, 
he  would  not  enter  into  particulars 
with  them,  whilft  aflembled  in  a 
manner,  folike  a  mutiny.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  he  was  defirous  of  explaining  to 
them  the  nature  of  their  right  over 
Dutch  veflels,  as  it  might  be  for  their 
general  information  and  eafe,  (for  in 
all  probability  they  would  meet  many 

of 
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of  them  in  thofe  feas)  but  that  it  fhould 
be  at  a  time  when  he  pleafed  to  call 
them  together;  for  as  they  now 
flood  affembled,  they  flood  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  him,  and  that  every  man  who 
did  not  inflantly  feparate  to  his  duty, 
when  he  gave  the  word,  he  would 
treat  as  affociates  in  a  mutiny.  Two 
of  the  men,  viz.  Charles  Eaton  and 
Michael  Morgan,  crying  out,  that 
then  it  would  be  too  late,  as  the  chace 
would  be  out  of  fight,  Mr.  Walker 
demanded  the  others  to  bring  them 
in  irons  to  him,  in  token  of  their  obe¬ 
dience,  and  fent  two  of  his  officers 
to  fee  it  put  in  execution.  This  was 
obeyed.  He  then  ordered  them  all  to 
their  duties  till  the  morning,  at  which 
time  he  would  come  Jaimfelf,  and 
give  them  the  fatisfa&ion  he  pro- 
mifed.  They  accordingly  difperfed, 
and  as  flridt  watch  was  kept  the 
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whole  night  j  nothing  of  difturbance 
happened,  except  that  two  others  en¬ 
deavouring  to  unloofe  their  mefs- 
mates,  were  laid  hold  of,  and  being 
alfo  put  in  irons,  were  all  removed  up 
to  the  quarter-deck.  In  the  morning 
Mr.  Walker  bringing  the  treaty  in  his 
hand  of  1674,  relating  to  neutral 
Ihips,  and  the  liberty  allowed  them 
to  trade  with  our  enemies,  read  it 
himfelf  to  them ;  and  had  feveral 
copies  of  the  particular  articles  difper- 
fed  amongft  them,  which,  by  his  di¬ 
rection,  had  been  for  this  purpofe  tran- 
fcribed  over  night :  and,  as  many  of 
the  officers  themfelves  were  of  the 
fame  way  of  thinking  with  the  men, 
he  then  explained  to  the  whole,  that 
as  ffie  had  no  contraband  goods  on 
board,  he.  had  certainly  no  right, 
to  detain  her,  by  the  treaty.  And  as 
to  her  having  any  French  property  oh 
'  Vol.  I.  ■  K  board, 
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board,  it  is  moft  certain,  if  that  had 
been  proved,  they  had  a  right  to  feize 
an  enemy’s  effeds  in  the  hands  of  a 
friend  :  but  that,  even  fo,  they  had  no 
right  to  detain  the  {hip,  without  be¬ 
ing  fubjed  to  all  charges  to  the 
Dutchmen  for  demurrage,  and  other 
Ioffes,  which  might  accrue  to  other 
parts  of  the  cargo  j  for  tho’  we  had  a 
right  to  take  it,  (lie  had  a  right  to 
carry  it ;  as  the  treaty  does  not  hinder 
her  from  carrying  French  property, 
if  {lie  pleafed,  provided  it  was  not 
contraband ;  elfe  why  fliould  the 
treaty  diftinguiffi  what  fliall  be  deem¬ 
ed  contraband,  and  what  otherways  ? 
that  therefore  it  would  be  very  im¬ 
politic  in  them  to  flop  or  detain  any 
veffels,  even  fuppofing  part  of  the 
cargo  to  be  French  property,  unlefs 
fuch  part  were  {efficient  to  defray  all 
the  expences  they  might  thereby  bring 

on 
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oa  their  owners,  as  aforefaid.  That 
king’s  {hips  indeed,  tho’  as  yet  they 
had  given  few  examples  of  the  kind, 
might,  at  all  events,  attack  and  break 
fuch  fecret  trade  of  their  enemies  ;  as 
the  country  might  find  an  advantage 
in  paying  large  damages  to  one  na¬ 
tion  for  the  fake  of  difixeffing  an¬ 
other  :  but  they  had  their  owner’s  ad¬ 
vantage  to  confider,  who  had  but 
private  pockets ;  and  that  he  thought 
it  more  honourable  in  them  to  return 
home  without  a  prize,  than  to  bring 
only  fuch  mock  ones  as  thefe ;  which, 
befides  the  injury  done  to  private  pro¬ 
perty,  might  prove  rather  a  lofs  and 
expence  to  their  owners,  than  profit 
or  advantage ;  and  which  would  be 
reafonably  deducted  from  any  after¬ 
prizes  they  might  fortunately  make, 
as  charges  on  the  profits  of  the  cruife. 
He  faid,  he  knew  there  were  fome 

K  2  gentle- 
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gentlemen  who  looked  upon  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  having  any  French 
property  on  board  as  fignificant,  un¬ 
der  the  meaning  of  the  treaty,  to  con¬ 
demn  fhip  and  cargo,  at  lead,  the  lat¬ 
ter,  without  any  damages  for  deten¬ 
tion  or  otherways,  being  recovered  on 
the  part  of  the  Dutch :  that  he  allow¬ 
ed  treaties  to  be  indruments  made  ufe 
of,  according  to  the  circumdances  of 
the  times  and  place ;  but  that,  for  his 
part,  he  was  refolved  to  be  guided  in 
his  condud  by  the  plain  reafon  of 
things,  and  did  not  fet  up  for  giving 
occadonal  meanings  to  matters  of  fuch 
import.  This  argument  had  the  wifli- 
ed  refped  paid  to  it :  it  was  fenfibly 
underdood  by  mod  of  the  better  fort, 
whom  the  more  ignorant  followed 
in  alfent,  as  they,  who  only  follow, 
are  led  with  more  eafe,  as  in  the  herd 

and  bird  kinds,  by  a  call  or  known 

note 
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note  among  themfelves,  than  the  mod 
intelligent  fpeech  of  reafen  in  an  of¬ 
ficer  or  fuperior.  It  had  alfo  the  fur¬ 
ther  defired  effied  in  our  future  ex¬ 
aminations  of  all  fuch  fhips ;  for  from 
the  journals  I  can  colled  many  things 
of  the  like  kind  which  came  un¬ 
der  our  fcrutiny  and  infpedion.  In  all 
which  examinations  the  greateft  ex- 
adnefs  was  obferved,  to  avoid  giving 
the  lead  umbrage  or  offence  :  fo  far 
as  always  fending  our  own  boat  for 
the  mader  and  commander ;  as  it  was 
an  eafier  and  readier  office  to  us  than 
them,  and  the  lad  quedion  was  al¬ 
ways  aflced  by  Mr.  Walker  himfelf 
at  departing,  whether  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  any  injury  or  damage  from  any 
of  the  men?  This  proceeding,  I  know, 
will  be  by  fome  edeemed  judicious, 
by  others  triflingly  cautious.  I  mean 

K  3  but 
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but  to  relate  it,  not  to  fet  it  out  for 
praife. 

The  28th,  the  illand  of  Madeira 
bore  S.  S.  W.  and  there  we  went  in 
to  water.  On  our  arrival  we  found 
the  prize  Catharina  not  difpofed  of, 
fo  Mr.  Walker  purchafed  her  for  a 
tender  on  the  Bofcawen,  fhe  having: 

J  O 

been  proved  to  be  a  fine  failor,  and 
gave  the  command  to  Mr. John  Ken¬ 
nedy  the  fecond  lieutenant,  calling  her 
the  George.  Here  we  put  on  fhore  the 
French  prifoners,  and  delivered  the 
four  mutineers  to  the  conful,  to  be 
put  on  board  one  of  his  majefiy’s 
fhips,  which  fhould  firft  come  to  the 
illand.  And  here  again  eleven  of 
the  men  committed  a  difturbance,  by 
an  affront  done  to  the  major  part  of 
a  whole  congregation  at  their  fervice 
of  mafs,  and  indeed  to  the  religion  of 

the 
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the  place  ;  for  feeing  the  people,  as 
they  came  out  of  the  chapel,  dip 
their  hands  in  a  fount  of  holy-water, 
and  fprinkle  themfelves  and  faces 
with  the  liquid,  one  of  them,  pre¬ 
tending  to  dip  in  the  fount,  very  ridi- 
culoufly  let  fall  fome  foot  into  it, 
which  he  had  got  concealed  in  his 
hand.  This,  inftead  of  making  the 

o 

abluents  appear  white  as  angels, 
darkened  them  as  black  as  devils  :  one 
part  of  the  congregation  thought  it  a 
prodigy,  and  faid  their  prayers  the 
fafler ;  others  laughed  at  their  fel¬ 
lows,  whilft  their  felves  were  of  as 
good  a  complexion  for  ridicule.  But 
the  men,  flaying  too  long  to  enjoy  the 
joke,  were  detected,  apprehended,  and 
imprifoned.  This  was  a  new  per¬ 
plexity  to  Mr.  Walker ;  it  appearing 
almod  impoffible  for  him  to  obtain 
their  liberty.  He  applied  to  the  con- 
'  'K  4  ful, 
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iu],  who  was  deflitute  of  all  power  of 
giving  advice,  lie  at  length  afked 
the  conful  to  invite  about  a  dozen  of 

s 

the  principal  priefts  and  gentlemen  of 
the  place  to  an  entertainment  on 
board;  and  this  was,  on  all  fides,  com¬ 
plied  with.  The  entertainment  was 
as  elegant  as  all  the  delicacies  of  the 
country,  a  fine  band  of  mufick,  which 
to  them  was  the  higheft  part  of  it, 
and  all  the  variety  of  wines  on  board 
and  out  of  the  prize,  could  afford.  At 
a  proper  time  Mr.  Walker  took  occa- 
fion  of  mentioning  the  rafii  and  in- 
confiderate  ad  of  his  common  lailors, 
and  reprefenting  to  them  the  lofs  it 
would  be  to  his  majefty’s  fervice,  to 
detain  his  men  at  this  jundutt :  that 
the  ad  was  committed  thro’  an  intire 
ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the  cere¬ 
mony  ;  only  as  a  merriment  on  the 
croud,  not  as  an  affront  to  religion, 

or 
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or  irreverance  of  what  they  did  not 

underhand  :  and  he  promifed  them, 

that  if  they  would  immediately  fend 
^  * 

him  his  men,  he  would,  upon  his  ho¬ 
nour,  make  the  chapel  a  prefent  of  a 
pair  of  filver  branches,  or  wrought 
candlefticks,  to  the  value  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  mill-reas  or  about  140/.  fter- 
ling,  out  of  the  firft  prize  his  (hip  and 
men  fhould  take.  This  elder  was 
as  politely,  in  recommendation,  fecond- 
ed  by  many  of  the  company,  and  his 
men  were  fent  him  that  evening.  Mr. 
Walker  at  the  fame  time  fent  back  - 
prefents  of  feveral  forts  of  wine  to 
many  of  the  priefts  and  gentlemen. 
A  circumfiance  happened  in  the 
courfe  of  the  entertainment,  which 
gave  him  an  opportunity,  if  lie  had 
pleafed,  of  recovering  his  men  by  an 
artifice  on  the  weak  underfianciiny- 

l  1  ■  e  £?> 
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of  the  priefts  then  prefent.  Having  a 
large  flint  vial  of  fpirit  of  vitriol  in  his 
cabin,  he  told  the  priefts  he  wonder¬ 
ed  the  water,  after  gaining  an  holinefs 
from  their  hands,  could  be  fubject  to 
receive  a  flain,  or  any  contamination 
whatever;  that  he  had  a  blefled  water 
on  board  which  would  not :  and  fo 
producing  the  vial,  and  pouring  the 
feeming  water  into  a  bafon,  he  threw7 
bits  of  dirt  and  foot,  and  pieces  of 
rags  into  it  before  them.  The  fpirit 
immediately  devoured  them  all,  (tear¬ 
ing  the  parts  fo  fine  as  not  to  be 
obferved)  to  the  great  wonder  of  the 
priefts,  as  a  fuppofed  miracle ;  fo  that 
they  would  have  gladly  accepted  this 
blefied  water  in  exchange  of  all  the 
prifoners.  But  as  he  found  the  for¬ 
mer  propofal  of  a  prefent  had  already 
worked  a  miracle,  (which  it  feldom 

fails 
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fails  of  doing)  and  being  above  taking 
an  advantage  by  impofing  on  their 
ignorance,  he  difcovered  the  reality  to 
them  j  the  whole  company  fmiling 
at  the  eafy  trade  of  impofture. 


f 
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c  H  A  P.  IV. 

The  Bofcawen’s  departure  from  Ma¬ 
deira  ;  her  meeting  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  privateer,  and  reparation 
from  her  in  a  ftorm  the  accidents 

fhe  met  with  ;  the  continuance  of 

$ 

the  ftorm,  and  her  intire  lofs. 

October  the  5th,  the  Bof- 
cawen  took  her  departure  with 
the  George  tender  from  Madeira,  and 
cruifed  off  the  weftern  ifles  till  No¬ 
vember  the  1 2th,  in  which  time  they 
chafed  feveral  Blips,  which  proved  to 
be  either  Dutch  or  Englith.  In  the 
night  of  the  twenty-firft,  fhe  loft  the 
company  of  the  tender,  which  did  not 
anfvver  her  lights.  In  the  morning 
the  Bofcavven  Ihortened  fail,  and  went 

3  under 
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under  double  reeft  top-fails  till  fix 
o’clock,  when,  having  gained  no  fight 
of  the  George,  (he  immediately  made 
all  the  fail  fhe  could  carry  and  gave 
the  tender  chace ;  but  during  the 
whole  day  feeing  nothing  of  that 
veflel,  fhe  made  the  befit  of  her  way 
to  get  into  herftation,  where  fine,  in  a 
conftant  courfe  of  ill  luck,  examined 
feveral  fhips ;  none  of  which  happened 
any  ways  to  belong  to  an  enemy. 

November  2d,  fhe  gave  chacc  to  AGV 


a  large  fhip,  which,  upon  coming  up 
with  her,  proved  to  be  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  privateer,  belonging  to  Briftol, 
which  had  been  out  nine  weeks  alfo 
without  any  fuccefs,  fave  that  of  hav¬ 
ing  efcaped  from  an  hundred  fail  of 
French  merchant  fhips  in  the  bay, 
under  convoy  of  feven  men  of  war, 
•whom  the  fell  in  with.  Thus  we 
were  convinced  the  French  had 


changed 
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changed  their mannerofcominghome, 

by  keeping  always  in  whole  fleets  and 
under  convoy,  never  truftingany  con- 
fiderable  cargoes  in  Angle  or  draggling 
flaips.  Mr.  Walker  and  the  captain 
of  the  Bedford  then  agreed  to  keep 
company.  The  fecond  day  after 
our  failing  in  confort  very  hard  gales 
of  wind  arofe,  and  a  great  fwell  from 
the  fouth  j  the  wind  S.  S.  W.  which 
carried  away  the  main-top-maft.  The 
enfuing  days  the  fwell  flill  continued, 
but  the  wind  fomewhat  abated  :  but 
on  the  1 2th,  the  wind  again  blew 
hard,  the  weather  was  cloudy,  and 
there  was  much  rain,  which  laid  us 
under  our  vallanced  mizens.  And  here 
we  may  fay  the  Bofcawen  received 
her  fatal  blow ;  for  in  handing  or 
making  faft  the  main-fail,  tho’  orders 
had  been  given  to  chain  the  yard  be¬ 
fore  the  people  went  up  yet  the  boat- 
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fwain  had  negledted  it,  the  ftrap  of 
the  geer-block,  by  which  the  yard 
hung,  gave  way,  and  the  main  yard 
fell  down,  having  above  lixty  people 
on  it,  with  the  greateft  violence  on 
the  gunnel  of  the  Ihip,  clearing  all 
before  it.  And  altho’  the  ftarboard 
yard  arm  fell  fo  far  a-peek  into  the  fea, 
as  to  be  a  great  part  in  the  water,  yet 
not  a  man  was  hurt  or  drowned.  The 
Ihip  certainly  received  fome  injury  in 
her  joints  by  the  accident ;  for  fhe 
very  loon  after  grew  leaky,  which  was 
the  inlet  to  all  our  future  misfortunes 
in  her,  that  ended  in  her  intire  lofs. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  privateer  was 
along-fide  when  this  accident  hap¬ 
pened  ;  but  the  violence  of  the  ftorm 
not  allowing  her  to  give  any  affiftance, 
fhe  was  obliged,  in  order  to  provide 
forherfelf>  to  leave  the  Bofcawen: 

and 
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and  they  never  faw  each  other  after¬ 
wards. 

1  he  fecond  day  after  this  fepara- 
tion,  the  form  frill  continuing,  the 
flup  fprung  a  leak  in  the  lar-board- 
lide  of  her  fore-hold  ;  and  made  fo 
much  water,  as  to  put  them  under  a 
neceflity  of  keeping  two  of  her  pumps 
contiuually  going:  but,  by  getting 
tour  cables  from  between  decks,  they 
found  means  to  come  at  the  leak, 
and  flopped  it  for  that  day  :  but  the 
form  coming  on  more  and  more  ter- 
riDiC,  and  the  fwell  alfo  increafing, 
the  fhip  now  laboured  hard  ;  f0  that 
foe  foon  began  to  work  in  all  her 
lower  parts,  as  if  die  was  loofe.  or 
had  a  joint  in  her  keel,  and  would 
part  afunder.  In  which  date  fhe 
now  again  made  fuch  a  quantity  of 
water,  that  the  carpenters  were  at  a 

lofs 
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lofs  how  to  judge  of  the  nature  of  her 
leaks,  apprehending  them  to  proceed 
from  a  general  weaknefs  of  the  whole 
flfip  in  her  original  conftrucftion  :  we 
were  at  this  time  cruifing  oft  the 
weftern  illes.  Mr.  Walker  ordered 
the  fliip  to  bear  away,  till  Ihe  fhould 
come  forty  or  fifty  leagues  weftward 
of  Scilly,  where  he  intended  to  have 
finiflied  the  remaining  part  of  his 
cruife.  In  which  ftation  they  might, 
in  cafe  of  more  urgent  accidents,  be 
within  twenty-four  hours  fail  of  Scilly 
or  Kinfale:  but  on  the  17th,  the 
water  fo  greatly  increaftng  in  the 
hold  as  to  alarm  the  whole  fliip,  the 
lieutenants  and  officers  figned  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  Mr.  Walker,  fetting  rorth  the 
ill  ftate  of  her,  and  requefting,  that, 
for  the  prefervation  of  their  lives  and 
her,  he  would  intirely  give  over  the 
cruife,  and  make  the  beft  of  his 

way 
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vvay  to  England.  Mr.  Walker  met 
them  directly  in  the  ward-room,  in 
confutation  thereupon.  He  told 
them,  that  tho’ they  had  not  yet  found 
the  fucceis  expected,  he  hoped  their 
want  of  bufinefs  had  not  made  them 
weary  of  the  cruife  before  it  was  over; 
for  tho’  he  agreed  with  them,  that 
the  fh;p  was  not  in  a  condition  to 
keep  them  fe as,  at  fo  great  a  diftance 
from  home,  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  he 
did  not  apprehend  her  to  be  in  fuch 
imminent  danger  as  to  oblige  them  to 
give  over  the  cruife.  However  he 
faid,  he  would  be  guided  in  all  things 
by  leafon  and  fadts,  and  dellred  every 
one  to  give  their  opinion  without  re- 
fei  ve.  Mr.  Dottin,  the  firft  lieutenant, 
faid,  he  had  very  lately  examined  into 
tnc  whole  ft  ate  of  the  Ihip*  that  her 
leans  every  minute  grew  worfe,  their 
rigging  was  fpent,  and  their  provifion 

bad ; 
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bad  j  which  circumflances  w’ere  alone 
the  occaiion  of  his  becoming  a  peti¬ 
tioner  with  the  reft.  The  carpenter 
made  a  report,  that  he  hourly  expec¬ 
ted  fome  buts  or  planks  to  ftart ;  the 
heads  of  the  nails  being  all  eaten  away 
with  ruft,  and  the  planks  not  fo  well 
trinneled,  as  our  Englilh  fhips  in  ge¬ 
neral  are  j  and  that,  from  her  main 
hatch  to  her  fore-maft,  fhe  was  io 
weak,  he  would  not  infure  her,  not- 
withftanding  their  beft  pumping,  to 
keep  above  water  for  twenty- four 
hours.  Mr.  Walker  then  confented 
to  proceed  for  the  firft  port  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  obferving,  that  his  honour  and 
duty  to  his  owners  obliged  him  to 
fpeak  to  every  {hip  he  faw  in  his  way 
home  :  but,  above  every  thing,  he  re¬ 
commended  to  them  to  ufe  their  beft 
endeavours  to  animate  and  encourage 
the  people,  that  their  fpirits  might 

be 
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be  kept  up,  and  confequently  be  the 
better  able  to  perform  their  duty,  as 
tiierein  not  only  all  hopes  of  future 
fuccefs,  but  their  prefent  fafety  de¬ 
pended. 

From  this  time  to  the  20th,  the 
men  kept  willingly  to  the  pumps'. 
Thefhip  had  fourpumps  ofthe  French 
conftrudtion,  which  now  were  kept 
conftantly  employed,  and  which  dis¬ 
charged  a  great  deal  more  water,  in 
equal  time,  than  our  common  fort 
do  ;  tho’  not  fo  much  by  the  half  as 
chain  pumps,  but  they  take  lefs 
room.  Therefore,  for  all  common 
merchant  drips,  the  French  conftruc- 
tion  is  by  much  the  mod:  preferable  : 
but  notwithflanding  the  great  and  in- 
ceffant  difcharge  of  thefe  pumps,  the 
water  all  the  time  gained  upon  their 
labour,  and  the  weather  continued 
ifill  very  rough,  fo  as  to  occalion  the 
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{hip  to  work  upon  the  waves  with 
great  difficulty.  A  languor  now  Teem¬ 
ed  to  deal  upon  the  limbs  and  fenfes 
of  the  men,  and  the  fymptoms  of 
their  former  defpondency  began  to 
appear.  Every  method  was  taken  to 
invigorate  them ;  but  riling  circum- 
ftances  feemed  to  oppofe  themfelves, 
at  every  effort,  to  all  endeavours  of 
that  kind.  For  now,  on  the  twentieth, 
the  dorm  again  increafed,  and  by  the 
greater  labour  and  worKing  of  the 
fhip,  the  water  ruffied  in  at  all  her 
.Teams  in  her  fore-part,  and  Teveral 
buts  above  water  darted;  To  that  now 
the  pumps  with  all  their  power  were 
not  fufficient  to  keep  it  under  ;  but 
every  other  hand  was  obliged  to  be 
employed  in  baling,  which  threw  up 
fuch  large  quantities  or  fuch  a  flood 
of  water  on  the  decks,  that  the  fcup- 

per-holes,  which  were  ten  in  number, 

and 
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and  very  large,  were  not  able  to  vent 
it  with  an  equal  difcharge;  and  in 

this  fituation  we  continued  for  feven 
days  longer. 

Another  fpeedy  confultation  was 
called  about  throwing  the  guns  over 
board,  and  fix  of  the  foremoft  were 
agreed  on  to  be  thrown  over.  Some 
advanced,  that  bringing  the  guns  back¬ 
wards  in  the  hold  would  raife  the  fhip 
more  out  of  the  water  forwards;  but  as 
her  leakings  were  too  low  for  that  to  be 
of  anyufe,  it  was  thought  that  the  grea¬ 
ter  weight  in  her  hold  would  make  her 
labour  ftill  the  harder;  fo  they  were 
without  delay  thrown  over. 

In  this  fatal  dilemma  one  of  an¬ 
other  kind  was  formed  among  the 
people  as  the  only  refource  for  their 
lives.  This  was  no  lefs  than  a  con¬ 
spiracy  to  feize  on  the  imall  arms, 
and  take  the  barge  and  yawl  into 

their 
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their  pofleffion,  and  fo  leave  the  fhip 
with  the  captain,  officers,  and  the  reft 
of  the  crew,  to  the  mercy  of  the  feas. 
Horrid  as  thisdeflgn  was,yetasthe  pro- 
fpe£t  of prefervation  by  any  other  means 
was  impoffible,  it  was  a  crime  more 
to  be  pitied  and  prevented  than  for¬ 
mally  condemned  and  punifhed;  every 
man  being  delirous  of  quitting  the  ill- 
omened  ffiip,  which  was  now  again 

believed  to  be  deftined  to  a  watrv  fate. 

* 

Mr.  Walker,  who,  at  all  fuch  times, 
feared  his  men  would  naturally  fly  to 
cabals,  and  their  own  directions,  from 
labour  and  command,  where  death 
feemed  the  only  end  of  both,  had 
before  placed  his  fpies  amongft  them; 
and  being  informed  of  every  move¬ 
ment,  and  among  the  reft  of  this, 
took  occafion  to  order  up  fome  of  his 
officers  on  the  tops,  and  difpoling  the 
reft  in  the  fore-caftle  and  other  places, 

where 
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where  the  arms  were  lodged,  they,  on' 
a  fignal  given,  feizing  arms  only  for 
themfelves,  in  a  moment  threw  all 
the  reft  of  the  fmall  arms  and  arm- 
chefts,  all  the  pole-axes,  crows,  ffiot, 
and  every  weapon  or  inftrument  of 
offence,  overboard.  By  thefe  means, 
without  waiting  for  further  arguments, 
the  poor  confpirators,  aftoniffied,  per¬ 
ceived  it  out  of  their  power  to  execute 
their  defign,  which  they  were  confcious 
was  dete&ed  and  at  once  prevented  > 
and,  in  the  greateft  agonies  of  fur- 
prife  and  fear,  imagined  Mr.  'Walker 
and  his  officers  were  now  going  to 
put  in  pradice  againft  them  what 
had  been  by  themfelves  intended 
againft  others.  But  Mr.  Walker  im¬ 
mediately,  with  great  mildnefs,  told 
them,  he  fincerely  forgave  them  their 
foolifh  r  affine  is,  as  he  looked  on  it  an 
effedl  rather  of  their  lears  than  dis¬ 
obedience. 
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obedience  :  that  if  they  would  now 
exert  their  belt  fire ng th  and  fpirits,  to 
pump  and  bale  out  the  water,  they 
in  all  probability  would  picxrve 
themfelves  and  him :  but  the  mo¬ 
ment  they  declined  fo  doing,  they 
muff:  expedt  as  Hidden  death  in  going 
to  the  bottom.  If  they  did  their  ut~ 

moft,  he  and  his  officers  would  never 
part  from  them  ;  but  if  they  refufed 
their  afliffance  to  the  general  prefer- 
vation,  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  pro¬ 
vide  feparately  for  himfelf  and  officers, 
as  they  before  fo  cowardly  intended 
£0  have  done  for  themfelves.  This 
being  at  once  the  dodtrine  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  humanity,  fo  affedled  the  poor 
fellows,  that  many  of  them  were  feen 
to  turn  afide  and  weep  }  touched  with 
a  fenfe  of  the  generous  goodnefs  of 
their  preferver,  or  with  remorfe  at 
their  own  intentions.  They  all  then 
Vol.  I.  L  endea- 
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endeavoured,  difpirited  as  they  were, 
to  give  him  three  cheers,  of  their  love 
and  gratitude ;  which  were  fent  up 
in  fuch  broken  and  feeble  founds, 
that  Mr.  Walker,  on  his  part,  could 
not  help  letting  fall  a  token  of  his 
grief  at  the  death  of  their  ufual  vi¬ 
gour.  He  and  his  officers,  being 
foJelv  armed,  removed  next  the  barge 
and  yawl,  for  their  greater  fecurity, 
from  the  boombs  ;  and  bringing  them 
aft,  laffied  them  one  on  each  fide  the 
quarters,  where  they  were  immedi¬ 
ately  under  his  own  eye  and  com¬ 
mand.  Thus  difappointed  of  all  other 
means,  which  was  the  great  enfor¬ 
cing  argument,  the  men  applied 
themfelves  to  the  pumps,  and  their 
other  duty,  with  fuch  unwearied  dili¬ 
gence,  that  they  did  all  that  could  be 
exoeded  from  men  in  their  condi- 

i 
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From  this  time  Mr.  Walker  never 
quitted  the  quarter-deck ;  nor  once 
lay  down  for  feven  days,  fleeping  on¬ 
ly  as  he  flood,  leaning  on  the  barri¬ 
cade  or  rail  of  the  quarter-deck ;  for 
the  men  watched  every  motion  and 
every  word.  And  had  he  difimpear- 
ed  a  minute,  ’tis  believed  the  duty  of 
the  fhip  had  flopped,  the  officers 
themfelves,  notwithflanding  the  fre¬ 
quent  affiurances  of  refolution  given 
by  them  to  Mr.  Walker,  at  fome- 
times  being  asdefponding  as  the  men. 
But  whatever  the  captain’s  own  fears 
were,  he  never  difcovered  them  even 
to  his  officers;  infilling  to  the  lafl,  he 
did  not  think  the  fliip  in  any  inflant 
danger  :  fo  that  fuch  of  them  as  gave 
a  preference  to  his  judgment  over  their 


own  ienfes,  a  while  grew  more  eafy. 
Mr.  Walker  had  taken  in  at  Madeira 

L  2  twelve 
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twelve  quarter  calks  of  the  bell 
Mahnfey  wine,  intended  as  prefents 
for  his  friends.  Thefe  he  ordered  re¬ 
gularly  to  be  portioned  out  to  them, 
under  the  infpection  of  his  officers ; 
which  by  its  good  body  and  foundnefs 
greatly  kept  up  the  natural  ftrength 
and  fpirits  of  the  men.  It  was  thought 
proper  to  move  two  of  the  pumps 
forward  to  the  hatch-way  :  which  be¬ 
ing  juft  under  Mr.  Walker,  as  he 
flood  on  the  quarter-deck,  you  might 
fee  the  men  in  their  labour  look  up 
at  him,  as  it  were  fearching  his  coun¬ 
tenance  ;  and  at  every  forced  encou¬ 
ragement  fend  up  fome  bleffing,  often 
anfwering  his  feeming  chearfulnefs 
with  not  unmanly  tears.  Another 
cir  cumftance  added  much  to  our  ca¬ 
lamity.  All  the  calks,  by  the  water 
rifing  fo  high  in  the  hold,  floated  or 

rolled 
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robed  about,  ftrikingfrom  fide -to  fide 
againft  the  ceilings  of  the  {hip  ;  that 
they  were  obliged  to  have  all  fuch  of 
them  as  they  could  reach,  to  the  lofs 
of  mo  ft  of  their  provifion  and  water.; 
and  the  men  had  no  other  luftenance, 
except  fome  cheefe,  than  the  wine  and 
bifket. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  the  ftorm 
grew  ftill  more  violent  than  before; 
fo  as  to  have  given  bufinefs  fufficient 
for  the  foundeft  {hip,  to  have  made 
her  way  in  fafety  thro’  it.  She  now 
worked  forward,  as  it  were  upon 
joints,  letting  in  vaft  Springs  of  water 
at  every  motion,  and  groaning  hard 
as  fine  laboured  on  in  the  ftorm. 
Seventeen  more  of  the  guns  were 
without  much  confultation  fent  ever, 
the  anchors  cut  away  with  the  fprit- 
lail-vard,  and  fiying-gibboom,  and 
every  thing  done,  without  regard  to 

L  3  lofs, 
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lofs,  which  was  thought  to  give  her 
eale.  The  pumps  alfo  choaked  in 
the  hatch-way,  and  were  haftily  re¬ 
moved  to  their  former  place.  The 
next  day,  the  fore-fail,  as  they  were 
hauling  it  up,  fplit  all  to  pieces  by  the 
violence  of  the  wind.  The  rigging 
alfo,  through  incefl'ant  drains,  by  the 
labouring  of  the  Ihip,  gave  way.  Thus 
they  juft  fwam  almolt  a  wreck  upon 
the  fea,  every  moment  expending  to 
lank  for  ever,  and  every  wave  to  be 
the  laid  thro’  which  the  lhip  could 
itruggle;  for  they  could  not  fpare  the 
hands  from  the  pumps  and  bailing 
to  repair  any  damages.  Happy  had 
it  then  been  thought,  if  their  world 
enemies  had  come  to  fave  them  by 
bondage  from  a  more  inglorious 
death.  But  not  a  fail  was  met  with 
or  l'een,  fmce  the  departing  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  privateer,  during  the 

whole 
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whole  time  of  their  diflrefs.  Mr.W al- 
ker  was  now  the  only  man,  except 
one,  who  did  not  make  feme  vifible 
(hew  of  his  fears ;  and  indeed  the  only 
one  who  appeared  unconcerned  as 
to  the  danger,  as  he  infilled  the  fhip 
would  reach  her  port :  but  then  his 
great  anxiety  of  adting,  fhewed  him 
touched  with  a  more  general  care  than 
he  would  exprefs  for  himfelf  alone. 
Being  addreffed  by  fome  of  the  mod: 
terrified,  that  prayers  might  be  laid, 
he  anlwered,  he  hoped  every  man's 
heart  wjas  an  altar  of  conftant  praver 
and  praife  ;  but  that  a  formal  cere¬ 
mony  of  fuch  duty  prefented  in  di- 
Orrefs  only,  looked  like  a  compulfive 
facrifice  of  fear,  and  was  confeffino; 
the  motive  of  it,  defpondency,  which 
might  be  juftly  rewarded  with  the 
bad  effedls  of  its  danger  in  lowering 
the  fpirits  or  hopes  of  the  men  :  but 

L  4  that 
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that  to  animate  themfelves  and  men,, 
was  doing  their  duty  to  the  lafl :  on 
fuch  good  affurances  of  being  right 

O  O 

therein,  prepared  to  fubmit  to  fate,  or 
ready  to  embrace  with  thanks  their 
deliverance.  When  afternoon  came, 
the  men  began  to  dag  in  fpirits  and 
in  work,  feeming  carelefs  of  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  that  fate  to  which  they 
thought  they  muff  yield  at  laft  ;  and 
ieveral  argued  it  to  be  folly  in  them 
to  pump  any  longer.  To  offer  threats 
or  penalties  where  death  was  aiked, 
promifed  little  fuccefs.  Whilft  Mr. 
Walker  was  thus  in  ftudy  what  means 
to  Clfe,  he  milled  mod:  of  his  principal 
officers  at  the  fame  time.  They  in 
fadt  had  retired  from  under  his  eye, 
not  daring  before  him  to  give  utte¬ 
rance  to  their  mutual  feelings  of  their 
danger,  and  had  met  in  the  gun¬ 
room  in  melancholy  confolation,  in 

order 
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Order  to  take  eternal  leave  of  each 
other.  Acquainted  herwith,  but  not 
feeming  to  notice  it,  he  privately  fent 
up  a  man  to  the  top  to  cry  a  fail,  and 
having:  called  his  drum  to  him,  bid  it 

,  o  _  i 

immediately  beat  to  arms.  The  fuc- 
den  alarm  of  joy  foon  elevated  the 
men,  and  ftartled  the  defpondents 
below;  who,  running  up  and  hearing 
a  fail  cried,  clofed  round  Mr.  Walker 
for  his  orders.  “  Sir,  fays  one,  do  you 
think  of  engaging  “  Yes,  Sir,  fays 
Mr.  Walker,  in  a  low  voice,  when  1 
fee  an  enemy  fo  near— your  own 
fears,  which  attack  the  hearts  of  all 
my  other  men.  1  am  willing  to  take 
my  greater  part  of  duty,  but  you  leave 
too  much  to  my  (hare.”  Perceiving 
the  device,  in  which  as  they  felt  the 
rebuke,  they  were  convinced  of  his 
fuperior  perfeverance,  they  never  after 
left  his  command  :  but  the  difcovery 

L  5  was 


226  Co  mmodore  Walkf.r’s 

was  not  communicated  to  the  men  : 
for  it  now  growing  dark,  they  were 
kept  up  in  fpirits  for  the  night,  as  in 

hopes  of  coming  up  with  the  fail  next 
morning. 

The  next  morning  no  fail  appearing, 
the  men  were  fomewhat  call;  down  j. 
but  the  ftorm  being  abated  they  were 
encouraged  to  proceed  to  the.firft  land, 
as  they  were  in  no  capacity  of  going 
in  learch  of  a  chace.  This  held  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  day,  till  re¬ 
flection  flie  wing  them  the  infufficien- 
cy  of  their  part  hopes,  and  no  further 

profpeCt  riling  of  fuccefs,  the  former 

# 

malady  of  mind  returned,  and  all 
leemed  loft  again  ;  when  Mr.  Walker 
allured  them,  as  pofitive  in  his  own 
judgment,  they  would  fee  land  next 
day.  This  again  wound  up  hope, 
which  waits  on  expectation  ;  tho* 
l\e  certainly  did  not  make  aflurance  to 

himfelfi 
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himfelf  of  his  promife,  but  oniy  ufed 
this  device  as  a  policy  which  touched 
the  chief  fpring  of  the  mind’s  ma¬ 
chine,  namely,  the  fame  hope  on 
which  all  the  other  paflions  turn.  Du¬ 
ring  this  fufpence,  a  man  came  run¬ 
ning  upon  the  quarter-deck,  whether 
feared  by  his  own  fears,  or  fent  by  the 
others,  is  uncertain,  with  news,  that 
the  fhip  was  juft  then  going  to  fink. 
“  You  villain,  you  lie,  cries  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  :  fire  told  me  otherwife  this  mo¬ 


ment,  as  fbe  rofe  on  yonder  wave 
and  knocked  down  the  poor  follow, 
who  went  back  to  his  comrades,  with 
an  account  of  the  reception  he  met 
with  for  his  over  hafly  intelligence. 
Thus  Mr.  Walker’s  undifinaved  re- 
folution  to  the  laft  began  to  commu¬ 
nicate  itfelf  to  the  fpirits  of  the  others, 
arid  kept  them  up  thro’  wearinefs  and 
atigue,  with  an  hope  which  feme- 


f 


L  6 


times 


I 


2 2 S  Commodore  Walker’s 

times  grew  to  a  faith,  that  they  were 
to  be  preferved  becaufe  he  was  the 
prophet ;  and  thus  another  night  was 
worn  thro’  in  labour  and  anxiety, 
wifhing  for  a  lufpenfion  of  death  till 
morn,  which  was  expected  to  bring 
the  promifed  reprieve. 

The  morning  came,  and  joy,  like  an 
additional  light  broke  forth  with  it,  and 
cheered  the  fouls  and  very  beings  of 
the  men  ;  for  land  now  appearing, 
proved  it  a  true  prophecy.  Thither 
they  fleered,  and  the  weather  clear¬ 
ing  and  wind  favourable,  they  fee  tri¬ 
ed  to  make  an  happy  progrefs  on  their 
way,  tho’  flill  in  equal  danger,  and 
with  inceffant  fatigue  of  mind  and 
body.  The  land  was  St.  Ives :  at 
length  their  flrength  was  juft  exhauft- 
ed,  notwithftanding  the  continued 
profpeft  of  relief  more  and  more  at 

6  hand, 
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hand,  which  fpoke  an  encouragement, 
they  reached  the  bay,  and  had  they 
had  another  league  to  go  ’tis  thought 
their  bed  labour  had  not  attained  it,  fo 
fpent  were  the  men,  and  fo  deep  was 
the  water  in  the  fhip.  They  indantly 
hoifted  their  colours  of  diflrefs,  and 
fired  fome  of  their  remaining  guns  as 
fignals ;  upon  which  the  boats  went 
off  to  their  adidance,  and  brought  the 
fhip  into  the  road.  From  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  wrater  in  her  hold,  and  the 
want  of  anchors  to  bring  her  up,  it 
was  judged  mod  advifeable  to  get  her 
within  the  pier ;  but  the  people  not  be¬ 
ing  able  thro’  the  violence  of  the  wind 
and  fea  fo  to  do,  fhe  fell  to  leeward  of 
the  harbour,  and  lodged  herfelf  on  a 
rocky  fhore,  which  the  moment  die 
touched,  die  broke  into  two,  and  al¬ 
together  feparated  3  one  mad  falling 

in 


230  Commodore  Walker’s 

in  upon  the  (bore,  and  the  other  mad 
upon  the  fea.  By  the  nearnefs  of  the 
hi  ore  and  the  number  of  boats,  all  the 
men  were  laved  except  four,  and  three 
of  thefe  had  foretold  the  deftru&ion. 
of  the  {hip. 

Thus  fell  a  wreck  the  fined  priva¬ 
teer  in  Europe  :  ’tis  certain  fire  felt  a 
fliock  by  the  falling  of  the  yard;  but 
the  carpenter  infilled  Ihe  would  have 
equally  leaked,  and  her  buts  have 
darted  on  account  of  the  heads  of  the 
nails  being  eaten  away  with  ruft,  and 
of  the  planks  not  being  well  trineled, 
as  has  been  before  obferved  ;  which 
French  method  of  building  is  herein 
erroneous :  for  tho’  they  be  very 
ikilful  in  the  mechanifm  of  a  Blip  as 
to  her  proportions  for  well  failing, 
yet  they  are  not  fo  juft  in  the  good- 
nefs  cf  their  conftrudhons,  their  bodies 

being. 
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being  generally  too  weak,  as  was- 
proved  to  be  the  cafe  of  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  fhip  :  whereas  the  trinnels  or 
pegs  by  fwelling,  become  of  a  united 
body  with  the  reft  of  the  planks  or 
timber,  and,  having  no  heads  for  the 
planks  to  force  againft,  cannot  lo  rea¬ 
dily  ftart  as  the  others.  But  in  ac¬ 
counting  for  this  accident  to  the  fhip, 
I  have  heard  Mr.  Walker  lay  great 
charge  of  it  to  himfelf,  and  have  his- 
exprefs  directions  to  mention  it,  as  it 
may  be  of  fome  public  ufe.  That 
the  French,  regarding  chiefly  the 
failing  of  their  fhips,  may,  in  their 
great  knowledge  of  mechanics,  calcu¬ 
late  to  an  exadnefs  the  ftrength  of 
them,  to  the  weight  of  metal  they  are 
to  bear ;  he  changing  her  guns,  from 
twenty-eight  nine  pounders,  to  thirty 
twelve  and  nine  pounders,  as  before- 
mentioned,  might  be  tooconftant  and 

top- 
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top-heavy  a  weight  on  her  decks, 
when  fhe  came  to  labour  in  a  ftorm. 

The  people  of  the  fea-coaft  of 
Cornwall  have  for  fome  years  under¬ 
gone  the  cenfure  of  being  favage  de¬ 
voured  of  all  wrecks,  that  ftrike  a- 
gainft  their  coafts.  How  weak  a  crea¬ 
ture  is  general  belief,  the  dupe  of  idle 
fame  1  Humanity  never  exercifed  its 
•  virtues  more  confpicuoufly  than  in 
this  inftance,  in  the  inhabitants  and 
people  of  St.  Ives.  They  flocked 
down  in  numbers  to  our  afliftance  ; 
and,  at  the  rifque  of  many  of  their 
own  lives,  faved  ours.  Mr.  Walker 
would  not  be  prevailed  upon' to  quit 
the  fhip,  till  he  had  feen  the  fick  lifted 
thro’  the  cabin  windows  into  the 
boats ;  bidding  all,  without  diftindtioo, 
provide  for  themfelves,  as  he  was 
capable  oflwimming:  but  he  washim- 
felf,  at  laft,  lifted  out  by  two  of  the 
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townfmen,  ftrangers  to  him,  who 
went  upon  the  wreck  to  bring  him 
off. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  paint  all  the 
fenflble  expreffions  of  thanks  and  gra¬ 
titude,  in  the  people  to  Providence  for 
this  their  great  deliverance  :  I  fhall 
mention  one  for  the  whole,  as  the 
mod  particularly  obferved  by  the  reft. 
The  furgeon,  who  had  been  on  board, 
was  a  gentleman  of  good  wit  and  un- 
derftanding;  but  unhappily  remark¬ 
able  for  too  loofe  a  negledt  of  duty  to 
that  being  he  had  always  fenfe  enough 
to  revere.  In  all  the  former  fcenes 
amidft  others  concern,  he  fhewed  fo 
little  fenfe  of  feeling  at  any  change  of 
ftate  which  mortality  was  fubjedt  to, 
that  his  lighter  flights  of  humour 
feemed  ftill  wholly  to  poflefs  him.  At 
the  very  laft  confultation,  when  every 

other 
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other  mind  was  attentive  to  the 
higheft  objects,  he  having  fixed  his 
eyes  very  ftedfaftiy  on  a  perfon  oppo- 
fite  to  him,  who  had  but  one  arm, 
broke  out  into  a  violent  fit  of  laugh¬ 
ing  ;  and  being  reprimanded  for  his 
mirth,  fo  out  of  feafon,  “  I  am  only 
laughing,  fays  he,  to  think,  how  auk- 
ward  that  fifh  there  will  fwim  with 
but  one  fin.”  This  gentleman  get¬ 
ting  on  fhore,  whither  the  fhip,  as  by 
the  word  of  Providence,  had  juft  lived 
to  deliver  them  before  her  own  diffo- 
lution,  and  being  touched  certainly 
at  fuch  interpofition  in  his  favour, 
threw  up  an  eye  to  heaven,  in  the 
pretence  of  the  whole  company,  that 
fparkled  with  a  fire  more  than  com¬ 
monly  human,  crying  out,  “OGod! 
to  whom,  for  thefe  feven  years,  I  have 
not  lifted  up  my  eye  or  heart  in 

prayer, 
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prayer,  I  now  prefume  to  thank  you. 
Let  me  never  forget  this  thy  mercy, 
or  my  duty  more.” 

When  they  came  into  the  town, 
every  body’s  houfe  was  open  to  them 
in  all  the  offices  of  affidance :  but 
above  all  other  infiances  which  could 
be  given  of  the  generofity  of  the  place, 
gratitude  mud  here  pay  her  greated 
debt,  in  remembring  John  Stevens, 
Efq ;  whofe  unwearied  adlivity,  li¬ 
berality,  and  prudence,  in  aiding,  be¬ 
friending,  and  diredling  our  affairs, 
are  without  paralellel,  except  in  other 
like  adlions  of  his  own.  He  took 
Mr.  Walker  to  his  own  houfe;  where 
he  lived  with  him  during  his  flay  in 
the  place  :  he  was,  in  fhort,  in  every 
circumdance  from  Mr.  Walker,  down 
to  the  lowed  man,  the  father  of  re- 
drefs  to  every  grievance.  When  we 
mention  this  gentleman  as  mod  di- 

dinguifh- 
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ffinguifhable  amongft  many  others, 
we  do  not  forget  to  acknowledge  the 
aeots  of  obligation  we  owe  to  the 
mayor,  the  magiftrates,  and  ether 
gentlemen  of  the  town,  whofe  invita¬ 
tions,  readinefs  to  ferve,  and  other 
acts  01  civility,  rendered  them  ever 
worthy  the  heft  report  of  their  de- 
ierving.  The  firft  night  Mr.  Walker 
made  all  his  officers  ileep  under  their 
arms,  as  he  did  the  like,  to  be  in  rea¬ 
dinefs,  in  cafe  of  any  attack  againft 
the  wreck ;  and  accordingly  fo  it  hap¬ 
pened,  for  in  the  night  the  miners 
came  down,  and  were  fetting  about 
fbaring  the  wreck  amongft  them.  At 
the  very  firft  alarm,  the  mayor  him- 
felf  was  up  and  a  party  of  the  town, 
who  went  in  arms  with  Mr.  Walker 
againft  them,  difperfed  the  croud,  and 
took  two  of  the  men  prifoners :  thefe 
are  a  people  the  civil  power  are 
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fcarcely  anfwerable  for,  at  lead:  for 
their  good  manners,  as  they  live  al- 
mod:  out  of  the  diftridts  of  human  fo- 
ciety,  and  may  be  faid  to  be  no  vi¬ 
able  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  tho’  they 
adt  in  the  world.  The  time  during 
their  hay,  which  was  upwards  of 
three  weeks,  was  folely  employed  in 
taking  care  of  the  wreck ;  and  thro’ 
the  afiiftance  of  the  aforefaid  gentle¬ 
men  and  others,  every  thing  and  mat¬ 
ter  was  taken  care  of  with  as  much 
and  more  exadtnefs,  than  if  the 
wreck  had  lain  at  the  fhore  of 
Dartmouth,  or  the  doors  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  ;  and  a  great  part  was  faved 
to  a  confiderable  amount.  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  did  not  forget  to  remind  his  of¬ 
ficers  in  the  duty  he  had  before  ad- 
vifed  to  them,  of  returning  thanks  to 
that  Preferver,  to  whom  they  owed  fo 
great  a  deliverance  j  and  the  Sunday 

after 


238  Commodore  Walker’s 

after  went,  at  the  head  of  all  his  of¬ 
ficers  and  mod  of  the  crew,  to  church, 
where  public  thanks  were  returned 
for  the  late  great-and  divine  mercies 
they  had  received  ;  and  the  clergy¬ 
man  was  fo  interefted  in  the  cafe,  as 
to  preach  a  very  excellent  fermon 
datable  to  the  oecafion.  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  then  went  to  Dartmouth. 

Thus  ended  this  unfortunate 
cruife,  protradled  for  upwards  of  three 
months,  by  various  perplexities  and 
accidents,  in  which  Mr.  Walker  was 
to  take  his  trial  as  in  fuccefs.  I  have 
not  yet  made  mention  of  the  caufe 
of  the  George  tender  quitting  the 
Bofcawen,  which  perhaps  was  one 
of  the  wickedeft  fteps  ever  taken  of 
the  kind.  The  captain  of  her  defign- 
edly  went  off  with  her  to  Ireland  ,  and 
there  fold  the  greater  part  of  her 
wines.  He  indeed  returned  with  her 

after- 
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afterwards  to  Dartmouth,  with  fome 
vague  excufes  for  his  behaviour.  This 
adtion  alfo  fhews  itfelf  the  more 
wicked,  as,  in  their,  confequent  di- 
ftrefs,  they  might  all  have  perifhed, 

for  want  of  the  affiftance  he  could 
have  given. 

This  was  the  only  cruife  in  which 
I  did  not  attend  Mr.  Walker,  having 
been  detained  at  Dartmouth  thro’  ill- 
nefs ;  but  I  was  prefent  at  the  inter¬ 
views  between  him  and  his  late  own¬ 
ers,  who  received  him  with  marks  of 

efteem,  and  a  joy  equal  to  what  had 

been  the  claim  of  the  beft  fuccefs. 
One  of  the  firft  queftions  Mr.  Walker 
a^ked  was,  whether  they  were  in- 
fured  ?  The  anfwer  was,  No,  nor  ever 
would  be  in  a  fhip  where  he  com¬ 
manded.  They  further  offered,  and 
which  was,  at  feveral  times  after  re¬ 
peated, 
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peated,  to  build  him  a  new  forty  gun 
{hip  from  the  flocks,  after  his  own 
model  and  directing ;  but  his  affairs 
at  this  prefent  hurried  him  to  Lon¬ 
don. 


TI12  End  of  the  Firft  Volume. 


